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) — Israel 

Liberation 


, PLO sign autonomy accord 


x»k it -cj? Wfe I Organisation (PLO), overoom- 
' .’“fiaiiiw. me an embarmuina 


sounds funn^Y ,a -* “ embarrassing last- 
the u!n^ ' y ’ % t*™?*® ^ag. agned a land- 
v^? en n ***** accord on Wednesday 
‘Pai you would d- §vmg Palestinians in the West 
to the store, ***& «“d Gaza Strip their first 
raiong the m hj- taste of self-rule since the 1967 
ag them. Bot i5 MkkHe East war. 

S ,d ’” she 2 Egypt provided the stage, 
!lie0 b y ElejJ complete with plastic sphinx 
srton, the Db^c- T»d pyramids, and FLO leader 
s non-voting JJ Yasser Arafat provided the 
W’ess. Mrs. (W thama in a ceremony televised 
itinutes shoprT® wwWwide. 
supermarket*! ' M*- Arafat refused to sign 
purchases j n ',* maps attached to the agree- 
hey included 2- lsraefi prime ^ 

lain bagel ter 'Yitzhak Rabin followed 
Tgo, the low-fa 2 «*■ .Anu<* gasps and finger- 
aiad, a passib 2 pofatang before a 2^00-strong 
iicama the fff a«*ence, officials rushed into 
Mexican vm, z! o?-<a*n«a huddles to prevent 


^ After 35 agonising minutes 
^ and U.S. assurances, Mr. Ara- 
d . fat, in tailored green fatigues 
tn* and black and white headscarf, 
ni pot his name to the document 
which be called a first step to 
ending Israeli occupation and 
the start of a new era between 
Arabs and Jews. 

■ Butin Damascus, both Syria 
and Palestinian groups blasted 
tiie accord as a false peace. 

‘ The official daily A1 Thawra 
n said Syria rejected the accord. 




■£>X? • 
rev--*.: 


(Left to right) Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, Russian Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev, Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa, 
Israeli Premier Yitzhak Rabin and Egyptian 


President Hosni Mubarak pressure PLO Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat as he refines to sign a chapter 
of the Gaza- Jericho antonomy deal in Cairo 
Wednesday (AFP photo) 


which provides for limiied 
Palestinian autonomy and a 
partial Israeli troop withdrawal 
from Gaza and Jericho. It said 
Syria, which like Lebanon and 
Jordan is also engaged in peace 


talks with Israel, believes 
“such separate and partial 
solutions would put obstacles 
in the way of a just and com- 
prehensive peace.” 

PLO factions opposed to 


dealing with Israel joined with 
Islamic groups in condemning 
the agreement, which they said 
was deeply unpopular among 

(Continued on page 2) 


King: Lack of coordination poses 
danger for Arabs in peace process 


PARIS (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hns&ein has voiced con- 
cern over the lack of proper 
and effective coordination 
among the Arab parties in- 
volved in the Middle East 
peace process and warned that 
such a situation would reduce 
tiie possibilities for attaining 
the solution sought by all sides. 

; “Itb tfiscooraging to see the 
Arab parties fading to arrive at 
complete coordination of their 
positions and unable to adopt a 
muted stand in their attempts 
to arrive at a comprehensive, 
durable and just peace accept- 
able to the future genera- 
tions,” the King said in an 
Interview published this week 
in Paris by the quarterly maga- 
zine PoStiqne International. 

• Tito interview was conducted 
m late March and the magazine 
pnbfisbed it this week, 
i Stressing that Jordan 1 re- 
mains committed to the peace 
process. King Hussein said the 
Arabs have “great hopes of 
peeing an end to the tragedy 
that Sad befallen the Arabs in 
general and tiie Palestinians in 
baiticolar and look forward to 
•Seing the Palestinians regain- 
ing their rights on their nation- 
al soil.” 

> But, the King said, there are 
fears that “bard-minded" ex- 
tremist elements on both sides 


would pnrsue^nSits to abort 
all prospects for a solution to 
all parties. 

As an occupying power, 
Israel has shirked its responsi- 
bilities to provide protection to 
the holy places and allowed a 
series of acts of sacrilege to 
take place at the Christian and 
Islamic holy places, including 
the burning of the Al Aqsa 
Mosque in Jerusalem, the King- 
pointed out. 

“In my view, an acceptable 
solution should ensure a reli- 
gious authority’s control over 
the holy [daces safeguarding 
the rights and interests of the 
three monotheistic faiths," the 
King said. 

To ensure this goal, the King 
said, there is no alternative to 
full Arab coordination of posi- 
tions, especially under the pre- 
sent sensitive and critical cir- 
cumstances. 

The King voiced hope that 
the Arab parties would present 
a joint and concerted stand 
which, with the help of the 
world community, can improve 
the chances to reach a just 
solution. 

On the prospects for an in- 
dependent Palestinian state. 
King Hussein expressed belief 
that the Palestinians “have -a 
chance which should not be 
missed" to ensure the imple- - 


mentation of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 242. 

“However, my feeling is that 
following 26 years of suffering 
under occupation it is hard to 
envisage the creation of a 
Palestinian entity unless it was 
based on democracy and re- 
spect of human rights,” King 
Hussein said. 

“Democracy and human 
rights constitute the only path 
for the Palestinians to achieve 
good results and contribute, 
along with Jordan, towards the 
emergence of a new reality in 
the Arab World based on the 
tides of genuine democracy.” 
he said. 

Asked if an autonomous 
Palestinian rule would pose 
any danger to Jordan, the King 
said that be hoped that the new 
developments would enable 
the occupied Arab territories 
to witness stability and pave 
the way for full recognition of 
Palestinian rights. 

“As for us in Jordan, our 
aim is to protect our national 
unity and to ensure our march 
to democracy in the light of our 
National Charter and Constitu- 
tion,” King Hussein said. 

However, the King con- 
doned. “Jordanians have to 
consolidate their unity in the 
face of all eventualities and in 
the light of the continued 


pressure being exercised on the 
Kingdom resulting partly from 
our adherence to and faith in 
democracy." 

“It is our democracy that is 
being viewed by some as a 
threat to them, but for us it is 
the only path to achieve stabil- 
ity and the building of a pan- 
Arab and intrinsic Arab 
force,” he added. 

“On the other hand, threats 
directed at this country to force 
it to kneel would not succeed 
as Jordanians would keep their 
heads high and would bow only 
to God.” King Hussein said. 
“We have to be ready to bear 
more pressures because what is 
at stake is more important for 
us than anything else.” 

“Our responsibilities are for 
tiie future and for upholding 
Arab honour and our right and 
justice. No outside party can 
impose its dictates on us,” he 
said. 

“We are committed to the 
peace process and we seek 
peace that can be sustainable 
and one that future genera- 
tions can enjoy, a peace that 
can create a new reality diffe- 
rent from the situation that has 
prevailed over a long time,” he 
said. 

Asked whether the peace 
(Continued on page 5) 


Sedki arrives, stresses 
need for joint action 


France stops role in 
Red Sea inspection 


AMMAN (Petra) — Egyptian 
prime Minister Atef Sedki ar- 
rived in Amman Wednesday 
op a two-day offirial visit to 
Jordan to head tiie Egyptian 
side to the meetings of tiie 
Jordanian -Egyptian joint com- 
mittee doe to start Thursday. 

. Dr. Sedki, who was received 

at the airport by Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali, is also 
scheduled to bold talks with 
senior Jordanian officials on 
ways of enhancing bilateral re- 
lations. 

' Dr. Majali told reporters at 
idle airport that Dr. Sedki s 
vast, “which comes at a time 
When the whole Arab World is 
T aring crucial decisions,” was 
if ealreme importance for Jor- 
dan. 

Urging Arab solidarity. Dr. 
MajaiiMid Arab disunity win 
jmjly incur losses on all Arab 
countries, especially that a re- 
gional order is being imposed 
on the region. 

The Egyptian premier said 
.the joint committee’s meetings 
*re of extreme importance 
since four years have passed 





Atef Sedki 


since its last meeting, voicing 
conviction that the meetings 
will have a significant impact 
on enhancing Jordaman- 
ggyprian relations. 

-When Dr. Majali expressed 
his desire for calling the com- 
mittee for a meeting I wel- 
comed this step as did Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak.” said 
Dr. Sedki, who is accompanied 
on the visit by Deputy Prime 

(Continued on page 10) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
French government has de- 
cided to stop its participation 
in the multi-national inspection 
force which is inspecting 
Aqaba-bound ships to monitor 
the implementation of the in- 
ternational embargo imposed 
on Iraq, Age nee France Presse 
(AFP) Wednesday quoted a 
French foreign ministry 
spokesman as saying. 

The spokesman announced 
that the decision became active 
immediately following requests 
by Jordan to replace naval 
inspections with an onshore 
process. 

France, said the spokesman, 
was the only country which 
participated continuously in 
the naval inspection operation 
alongside the U.S. since they 
were launched. 

The spokesman was quoted 
by AFP as saying that the 
decision to quit the force was 
taken in close coordination 
with the U.S. and His Majesty 
King Hussein and U.N. Secret- 
ary General Boutros Ghali 


were informed of it. 

Informed sources told the 
London-based Al Hayat news- 
paper that Canada turned 
down a U.S. request to replace 
French naval forces in moni- 
toring the embargo in the Red 
Sea. 

Al Hayat quoted the 
sources, who were not identi- 
fied, as saying that the Cana- 
dian government totally re- 
jected replacing the French 
forces. 

The sources commended the 
French decision saying it “re- 
flects France's understanding 
of the Jordanian stand and 
manifests its desire to narrow 
the gaps and reconcile interna- 
tional legitimacy as a slogan 
and international justice in 
reality.” 

Jordan, which has 
announced the suspension of 
its participation in the Middle 
East peace process until the 
siege on the port of Aqaba was 
lifted, has reached an agree- 
ment with the U.S. providing 

(Continued on page JO) 


Live negotiations, 
Israel-PLO style 


Subdued celebration 
in occupied territories 


PALESTINE Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) leader 
‘ Yasser Arafat eventually 
signed a map attached to the 
historic Palestinian self-rule 
agreement with Israel after 
assurances from U.S. Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. PLO negotiator Nabi! 
Shaath said. 

Mr. Arafat had thrown the 
signing ceremony into confu- 
sion by refusing to sign the 
map. Mr. Arafat wrote notes 
on the document when he 
signed. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin got an aide to 
read the Arabic notes Mr. 
Arafat had added before he 
too signed. 

“It is a problem of the 
map. Mr. Arafat asked for 
assurances for the map be- 
cause be did not find them 
and Mr. Christopher prom- 
ised to give him assurances,” 
Dr. Shaath told reporters. 

In order to meet the sign- 
ing deadline, the two sides 


Jordan: 
Accord is 
Palestinian 
affair 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Acting Minis- 
ter of htemtha Saeed Al Tal 
said W ednesda y Jordan coosiden 
the sdf-fule accord signed be- 
tween toe P a les ti n e liberation 
Or gankiti oa (PLO) and Israel In 
Cairo Is an “independent Palesti- 
nian affair,” adding that Jordan 
supports the MfSinw people 
wttfa al its mr—s. 

Dr. Tal expressed hope the 
accord wfl be a mqjorstep in toe 
Palestinian straggle towards 
budding the Piif.Vh i hui state on 
the P a l e s tinian soft. Responding 
to a qaestion on the accord, Dr. 
Tal said Jordan ‘‘recognises toe 
PLO as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian people 
in accordance wkh the decision of 
‘ the Rabat Arab suaait in 1974.” 

Dr. Tal said: “Tbe ndqneness 
a f Jordanian- Palestinian rela- 
tions presumes continuous coor- 
dination bo w ten toe two par- 
ties.” 


had agreed in late-night talks 
to disagree on differences 
such as tbe size of the Jericho 
area to be given over to 
Palestinians. 

Dr. Shaath explained that 
the final text was not decided 
until just before the cere- 
mony started and Mr. Arafat 
had net had time to see it. 

He demanded and 
obtained an assurance, 
underwritten by the United 
States. Russia and Egypt, 
that Israel would provide a 
letter saying the size of 
Jericho was still negotiable. 

“In fact none of us had a 
chance to see the whole pack- 
age together. I think there 
was some miscommunica-. 
don. He (Arafat) wanted to 
make sure that the letter was 
there,” he said. 

One PLO official said Mr. 
Arafat did not want a repeti- 
tion of what happened in 
Cairo in February. On that 

(Contained on page 5) 


By Wafa Amr 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

JERICHO — As Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin signed the self-rule 
agreement on Wednesday, 
Palestinian youths raised the 
Palestinian frag on the Israeli 
police centre still occupied by 
Israeli soldiers. 

Celebrations in this palm 
oasis and banana plantation 
were subdued. The dusty and 
desolate streets of Jericho city 
centre were filled with people 
discussing the peace process. 
Many crowded in front of tele- 
vision sets in shops or sat idly, 
drinking tea and listening to 
radios. 

“PLO, Israel no,” shouted 
tens of children waving Palesti- 
nian flags in front of the police 
centre. People crowded in 
front of the centre, some chil- 
dren dared for the first time to 
climb its iron gates to hoist the 


Palestinian flags on the entr- 
ance while Israeli soldiers, 
caged inside the building and 
on its rooftop, watched. 

Jericho residents protested 
tbe presence of soldiers on the 
signing day. Youths threw 
stones at soldiers inside the 
police centre in an expression 
of impatience to see them 
leave. Soldiers fired tear-gas to 
disperse the crowd. 

“We went to feel that we 
have driven soldiers out and 
that they withdrew out of here 
peacefully." said one youth 
stoning an army patrol. Sol- 
diers, on foot and in army 
patrols, were all over Jericho. 

Abu Maher, an elderly shop- 
keeper, said despite the sign- 
ing, “we will not believe there 
will be changes until we see it 
on the ground." 

Other shopkeepers said they 
had seen more soldiers- in 
Jericho since the September 
accord than they have seen 

(Continued on page 2) 


House session breaks up after 
argument over Cairo agreement 


By Ayman Al Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament on 
Wednesday cut short a regular 
session at the request of 31 
deputies who demanded the 
House condemn and protest 
the “humiliation" of the self- 
rule deal signed in Cairo be- 
tween Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO). 

It is not acceptable that the 
House discuss the draft sales 
tax law “on this black day . the 
day of the sale of Palestine,” 
said the deputies in a signed 
statement, demanding that the 
House bold a special meeting 
to the agreement and 

condemn tbe “Cairo agree- 
ment of humiliation." 

But tbe meeting ended in 
disarray after most deputies 
walked out before a special 


committee assigned with draft- 
ing a statement on the issue 
finished its work. The House 
did not adopt the statement 
drafted by die committee and 
it was considered to reflect the 
views of only those who signed 
it. 

About 20 deputies signed 
the statement despite efforts 
by Islamic Action Front (IAF) 
deputies who chased their fel- 
low parliamentarians across 
the corridors of Parliament to . 
get their signatures. House 
Speaker Taher Al Masri did 
not sign the statement, which 
condemns tbe agreement as a 
“deviation from the commit- 
ment to a comprehensive solu- 
tion and a subjugation to Zion- 
ists and American pressure." 

The statement also said Jor- 
dan, which “did not give up - 
Arab rights despite the press- 
ures and temptations, is not 
responsible for the concessions 


(in the Cairo) agreement." 

The IAF deputies, however, 
criticised tbe government for 
attending tbe signing ceremony 
of the self-rule accord because 
that made it “a witness to the 
• sale of Palestine.” 

“We condemn the agree- 
ment and we condemn those 
who attended the signing cere- 
mony,” IAF spokesman Ham- 
zeh Mansour told the Jordan 
Times. 

Mr. Mansour expressed the 
IAFs disappointment with the 
reported change in the govern- 
ment’s position regarding 
attending the signing cere- 
mony, saying “we were sad- 
dened by the change." 

Bu: Deputy Abdul Karim Al 
Kab^riti said: “No one can 
outbid the Jordanian position 
(on the Palestinian issue) 
which was manifest in His 

Continued on page 5) 
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Middle East News 


Arafat cuts a lonely figure 
in thrust for peace 


By Abdul Aziz Barrouhi 

Reuter 

TUNIS — Critics say Yasser 
Arafat finally lit the fuse for his 
own political destruction when 
be sealed a peace deal with 
Israel and shook the hand of 
his old nemesis Yitzhak Rabin 
on the White House lawn. 

More than seven months and 
a lot of spilled Palestinian 
blood later, the PLO chief is 
still trying to grasp the symbols 
of statehood and ride out hos- 
tility from his own people. 

But the long-delayed signing 
of a Palestinian self-rule deal 
on Wednesday in Cairo may 
give him another much needed 
lift after the difficult phase that 
followed February's Hebron 
mosque massacre of more than 
30 Palestinians by an Israeli 
settler. 

Mr. Arafat has paid a price 
for his personal triumph in 
Washington. Each time Israel 
and its Western friends — who 
shunned him for years as a 
ruthless man of violence — 
stress his importance to the 
peace process, his star falls 
further in the Middle East. 

He has been snubbed by 
former Arab bankroilers. Ola 
and misted allies in the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
have deserted him. Disillu- 
sioned Palestinians have 
burned his portrait in the Gaza 
Strip — part of the embryo 
homeland under the delayed 
accord with Israel. 

If Syrian and Lebanese- 
based Palestinian hardliners 
have their way, Mr. Arafat will 
never set foot in his land. They 
want his head. 

Asked in an interview with 
Renters a few weeks ago when 
he expected to set up his head- 
quarters in die West Bank 
town of Jericho. Mr Arafat 
said: “Who knows now? Let us 
wait and see." 

Associates say Mr. Arafat, 
one of the Middle East's great 
survivors in 30 years of direct- 
ing the guns-and-words cam- 
paign for a Palestinian state, 
now spends most of his time 
working alone for np to 18 
hours a day. 

Cash for the PLO from weal- 
thy Arab states stopped rolling 
in after ^^troui^inbripe 
of Iraqi president . Saddam 
Hussein (faring the ,f> I 990-91 
Gulf crisis over die invasion of 


Kuwait. Relations with Bagth 
dad are now frosty. 

“When I was a young man 
and began this march, I knew it 
was going -to be a long strug- 
gle," Mr. Arafat said. “I knew 
it was going to be a very 
difficult path. I’m used to trou- 
bles in my life. I don't remem- 
ber a day without troubles." 

The Hebron massacre and 
subsequent killings of Arab 
protesters dealt him more body 
blows. 

Support for him inride the 
18-strong PLO Executive 
Committee has shrunk: Five 
quit over the self-rule accord 
secretly negotiated in Oslo and 
five more challenged him after 
Hebron. 

This means Mr. Arafat — 
already, under fire over his 
autocratic leadership style and 
accused of making too many 
concessions to Israel — can no 
longer rely on an automatic 
majority to ram through his 
decisions. 

And for the first time, more 
than 100 officials'at PLO head- 
quarters in Tunis have publicly 
voiced strong reservations ab- 
out his peace strategy. Western 
diplomats say Mr. Arafat's fate 
depends more than ever on 
Israeli-U.S. willingness to deal 
with him. 

Mr. Arafat has no choice but 
to try to cut the best deal he* 
can with an Israel that knows it 
has him in an armlock. Be- 
sides, whatever bis Palestinian 
opponents say, there is no one 
of his stature in the PLO to 
replace him. 

Israeli Prime .Minister 
. Rabin, who as defence minis- 
ter once told his troops to 
break Palestinian bones, com- 
plains that negotiating with the 
wily PLO chief is like haggling 
in a Middle East Bazaar. Biit 
Mr. Arafat is now seen as less 
of a guerrilla demon by many 
Israelis. 

Short, bald and potbellied, 
Mr. Arafat, who will be 65 in 
August, hanfiy cuts a heroic 
figure. Yet he is a master tacti- 
cian who has survived many 
plots and assassination 
attempts since becoming PLO 
chairman in 1969. 

A tireless traveller and 
. warm, witty and persuasive in 
.‘. private, he still befiotes bexgp 
turn fo&pdds: in .his favour, 

“The’ thttg that keeps me 
going, the most predous thmg 


Celebrations subdued in occupied lands 


(Conti nued from page 1) 

during the intifada years. 

“We are in a state erf disbe- 
lief. We don’t know what our 
fate will be because we have no 
idea about what they signed 
now,” said Abdul Karim Sad- 
er, Fateh leader in Jericho. 

Mr. Sader said on Septem- 
ber 13, when the PLO and 
Israel signed il* n ccord in 
Washington, y sor took to 
the streets iu celebration. 
There were fall of hopes of 
independence and an end to 
occupation. 

“There’s a big difference be- 
tween people's reactions on 
September 13 and on May 4,” 
Mr. Sader said. “They are 
deeply disappointed by several 
delays." 

He said the PLO had margi- 
nalised the role of local lead- 
ers, and thus lack of enthu- 
siasm, triggered usually by loc- 
al leaders, was lacking on the 
signing day. 

Many people complained of 
■ the gap between the people 
and the PLO negotiators in 
Cairo. They said people were 
kept in the dark as if the 
agreement concerned indi- 
vidual PLO leaders. However, 
tiiis did not mean people would 
not still go out in the streets 
celebrating the entry of the 
PLO leaders and the Palesti- 


ru an police. 

“There will definitely be 
change, and people are aching 
for this change; even if" the 
agreement does not meet' their 
minimum expectations, it 
means they won’t have to see 
Israeli soldiers every day, or 
have their sons arrested,” said 
Mr. Abn Maher. 

Jericho, which hopes to be- 
come the symbol of Palestinian 
sovereignty after almost 27 
years of occupation, was de- 
clared a dosed mflitary area. 
For the first time. West Bank 
Wue-plated cars were allowed 
free movement in and out of 
Jericho, while Israeli, yeflow- 
piated cars were banned. Sol- 
diers said the closure was 
aimed at preventing Jewish set- 
tlers from entering Jericho and 
disrupting peace there. 

Settlers demonstrated out- 
side Jericho and entered a 
synagogue protesting “Israeli 
concessions" to the PLO by 
offering them an area of 64 
square kilometres. ■ 

Agencies add: Hundreds of 
friends and relatives turned Out 
on the Gaza Strip to welcome 
their loved ones home - from 
Israeli jails as a mass release of 
Palestinian prisoners began on 
Wednesday. 

“Peace is wonderful,” 
shouted Urn Majid- Starift 55, 
as the first men arrived tiad in 
chequered Palestinian scarves 


to a flag-waving, taMa-beatmg 


“The war is over between us 
and Israel," she said. “We 
want all the prisoners to be 
freed now the agreement has 
been signed." 

Military officials said the re- 
lease began right after Israel 
and the PLO signed in Cairo 
die accord to launch Palesti- 
nian autonomy in the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

Israel Radio reported that 
about 1,000 prisoners would be 
let out Wednesday and more 
on Thursday — all but four 
from the mainstream PLO 
movement Fateh. 

The four were Islamic fun- 
damentalists who pledged to 
support autonomy. 

Under foe Cairo deal, 2,500 
Palestinian prisoners are to be 
breed quickly and another 
2^00 when the Israelis have 
completed their withdrawal. 

The PLO has also demanded 
that tire remaining 5,000 be 
released. But timetables still 
have to be negotiated. 

All those up for release have 
to sign a paper pledging sup- 
port for autonomy. 

Opposition Likud legislator 
Binyamin Begin, son of the 
late Prime Minister Menacbem 
Begin wbo signed the '. 1979 
Camp David agreement with 
Egypt, called foe signing “a 
surrender to terrorism." 




that is always on my mind is 
the regaining of dignity for foe 
Palestinian people, and restor- 
ing the name of Palestine to 
the map of the Middle East,” 
he says. 

With his chequered Arab 
headscarf and military fati- 
gues, bulging eyes and stubble. 
‘Mr. Arafat has given the 
Palestinians an unlikely but in- 
stantly recognisable figure on 
the world stage. To many of 
them he is known as A1 Khrty- 
ar ; — the old man. 

Born m Cairo in 1929, he 
took part in battles between 
Arabs and Jews in the emerg- 
ing Israel in 1948. He then set 
up a successful engineering 
business in Kuwait before de- 
voting himself to the cause of 
gaining an' independent 
Palestinian homeland in 1965. 

He grabbed the headlines as 
spokesman for a new breed of 
'Palestinian — the young 
fedayeen, dispossessed, angry 
and dedicated to armed strug- 
gle against the Jewish state. 

The defeat of the Arab 
armies by Israel in 1967 led to 
the Palestinians taking their 
cause into their own hands, 
and Mr. Arafat toured tbe 
globe with all the trappings of a 
head of state and became a 
champion to many in the Third 
World. 

Slowing political and di- 
plomatic skill, Mr. Arafat re- 
mained head of the PLO 
through its ejection from Jor- 
dan in 1970 and expulsion from 
Beirut after foe 1982 Israeli 
invasion of Lebanon. 

He then began a new di- 
plomatic tack towards peace 
and basked in foe international 
sympathy generated by the up- 
rising against Israeli rule in the 
occupied territories. 

He was made president c r 
the State of Palestine by foe 
Palestinian paiiiament-in-exile 
in 1988. and recognised by 
more than 70 countries. 

For years a bachelor who 
said be was tied to the Palesti- 
nian movement, Mr. Arafat 
eventually married Suba 
Tawil, a Palestinian Christian 
researcher less than half his 
age, in 1992. 

^ That same year be under- 
jwehl brai^sorgtiryfa Jordan to. . 
'-roKove"a Wood -'dot after frw’ 
plane crashed hr^the Libyan' 
-'desert. 
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CELEBRATIONS: Celebratmg Palestinians cov- 
er a Israeli police car with Sowers in 

Jericho on Wednesday, after tbe s&iatare in 


Cairo of tbe accord to launch 
rale (AFP photo) 


Israel and PLO sign self- rule accord 


(Continued from page 1) 
Palestinians. 

Lebanon wished foe PLO 
well'. 

In order to meet the signing 
deadline, foe two sides had 
agreed during late-night nego- 
tiations to disagree on differ- 
ences such as foe size of the 
Jericho area to be given to the 
PLO. 

Mr. Arafat hailed foe accord 
as “tiie start of an end to Israeli 
occupation and a chance to 
create new relationships." 

He signed the nearly 208- 
page document on an ornate 
marble-topped Chinese -built 
conference centre. Mr. Rabin 
followed. 

“Tbe whole world bas wit- 
nessed tbe tip of tbe iceberg of 
foe problems we will have to 
overcome in implementing 
even the first phase,” Mr. 
Rabin said. “There is opposi- 
tion on both sides to wbat we 
are doing today. It will require 
on both sides to succeed in 
bringing about peaceful 
coexistence. It’s a very daring 
project and we are committed 
to make sure it works." 

The two leaders stood for 
more than two hours before a 
sky-bine backdrop worthy of 
Hollywood — a giant polys- 
tyrene sphinx in front of three 
pyramids, flanked by maidens 
of- antient Egypt releasing 
■-doves!'- *»- - ri •-»- ■ 

“NegotfatfiJifs" U<T work, 

‘ peifetf- iS pdsriWeT' U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said after foe sign- 
ing. Tbe United States spon- 
sored tbe peace talks along 
with Russia. 

“We have not yet seen the 
end of contention in the Mid- 
dle East... the spirit of com- 
promise that we see here must 
not fade," Mr. Christopher 
said. 

Egyptian President Mubar- 
ak, presiding over the cere- 
mony on his 66th birthday, said 
foe agreement meant “a re- 
volutionary change" in rela- 
tions between Israel and tbe 
Palestinians. 

“We are living today one of 
those historic moments when 
we witness tbe signing of tbe ... 
agreement on establishing the 
Palestinian authority in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho as the 
first stage of Palestiman-Israeli 
peace," Mr. Mubarak said. 

Mr. Arafat referred to tbe 
accord as a “true beginning to 
complete the march of peace 
and guarantee the legitimate 
rights of foe Palestinian peo- 
ple," but be did not mention a 
Palestinian state. 

Mr. Rabin also spoke of a 
beginning, setting off on a 
“daring road” that he en- 
visioned could end in peace 
despite many obstacles remain- 
ing. 

“We have hope but much 
trepidation that the two peo- 
ples coaid live on the tiny 
patch of land, each under their 
own fig tree as the prophets 
said,” Mr. Rabin declared. 

With the signing, Israel is to 


begin withdrawing troops from 
' Gaza and Jericho. 

Israel is pledged to complete 
foe troop pullout in three 
weeks. 

Mr. Mubarak signed as a 
witness, as did Mr. Christ- 
opher and Russian minister 
Andrei Kozyrev as representa- 
tives of the nations spo n soring 
the Middle East peace process. 

Mr. Christopher said the 
agreement would not end con- 
tention in the Middle East but 
was changing the shape of the 
conflict. 

“We are coming doser to 
the day when disputes that 
were once inflamed by the. 
argument of force win now be 
settled by tbe force of argu- 
ment,” lie said. 

Agreement on signing the 
accord came early Wednesday 
morning after a more than 
six-hour meeting between Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Rabin that was 
mediated by Mr. Mubarak and 
Mr. Christopher. 

PLO negotiator Nabil 
Shaath announced an agree- 
ment was reached, but later in 
tiie morning he made dear this 
was achieved by putting off 
three of the main issues until 
after the signing. 

These were tbe number of 
Palestinian prisoners to be 
freed, tbe exact size of Jericho 
and whether ' a ..^informed 
Palestinian guard/^v^n^ stand 
on the bridge ‘crossing from 
Jordan to tbe West Bank. 

Bnt the impasse apparently 
was broken when Israel raised 
to 62 square kilometres the 
amount of land it would with- 
draw from around Jericho, up- 
ping its offer of 54 square 
kilometres. More negotiations 
were expected later on the 
eventual size. 

Dr. Shaath insisted that all 
8.400 prisoners held by Israel 
would eventually be freed. 
Agreement on 5,000 has 
already been reached. 

But Israel does not want to 
free around 450 who have kil- 
led Israelis and some 3,000 
others, most of whom Israel 
says are members of the Isla- 
mic Resistance Movement 
Hamas that opposes the peace 
process. 

Dr. Shaath had been asked 
earlier when the prisoner ques- 
tion would be dealt with and 
replied: “We’re going to do it 
immediately after signing.” 

One Israeli negotiator, Yossi 
Sand, said a compromise 
would allow freedom of prison- 
ers not guilty of killing if they 
sign a pledge to support the 
peace process. This could cov- . 
er Hamas members. 

Despite complaints that the 
agreement still leaves Israel 
too much power over their 
lives, Palestinians started 
saying it would lead to what 
they most want and many 
Israelis most fear — an inde- 
pendent state. 

“This is tbe first stage for a 
Palestinian state,” said Faisal 
Hussemi, tbe main Palestinian 
leader in foe occupied territor- 


ies. “I would hope that it 
would be a bigger fbst step, 
but it is tiie beginning.” 

The accord does call for 
negotiations on a permanent 
settlement for the rest of tbe 
West Bank and Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

From what is known of the 
accord, it will give tbe Palesti- 
nians the right to make laws, 
collect taxes and issue travel 
documents containing the 
word “passport.” 

But a joint committee with 
Israelis will have to approve 
the laws, and the travel docu- 
ment will contain the words 
“laissez passer,” a French term 
for papers often used by those 
who have no passports. 

Tbe Israelis keep control of 
Gaza's Jewish settlements and 
the border crossings to Egypt 
and Jordan. And Israel still can 
move troops into tiie self-rule 
zones “in the event of the 
outbreak of general hostilities 
or imminent threat of such 
hostilities." 

The United Nations and the 
European Union (EU) joined 
world leaden in hailing the 
signature of the accord. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali said the signing 
“sets an example to the region 
as a whole” and called on tbe 
international communi , to' 
keep its promise to give finan- 
cial support for ^Palestinian 
; autonomy. ’ ' . ' . . 

The EU “warmly bailed" 
tbe signing and called for the 
“rapid and full application of 
the declaration of principles” 
signed in Washington last 
September. 

In Athens, the Greek pres- 
idency of foe European Union 
welcomed the signing of foe 
agreement which it said was “a 
major step” towards full imple- 
mentation of foe Washington 
declaration on Palestinian 
autonomy. 

Tbe EU communique called 
on “all parties to play a posi- 
tive role” in the peace process. 

The twelve “particularly 
appreciate tbe determination 
of both sides not to allow 
extremist elements to put 
obstacles in the way of peace," 
foe communique said, and 
pointed to the “important 
role” played by the United 
States, Russia and Egypt. 

Israelis who took time out to 
watch tbe signing of the auton- 
omy accord in Cairo doubted it 
would bring real peace, but did 
not lose hope. 

Television sets blasted the 
ceremony throughout Jeru- 
salem’s suburbs. In downtown 
Jerusalem, a dozen passersby 
stood in front of a wall of 
television sets at an electrical 
appliance store. 

“I'm not really interested,” 
said Avi Levy, a construction 
worker just out of the army, as 
he walked down the pedestrian 
mall. “Maybe it will lead to 
peace, but I don’t know how 
real it will be and I don’t 
believe in it.” 


Rabin, Israel’s 
of war — and pease], 


By Howard Goiter 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — Yitzhak Rabin 
led Israel in the 1967 war. As 
prime minister a generation 
.later, he sealed a peace deal 
with the PLO in an equally 
swift and surprising move. 

It was only fitting that after 
signing a landmark draft 
accord with Israel’s arch-toe 
in September 1993, the 
gravel-voiced former general 
rushed from Washington to 
Tel Aviv to toast the Jewish 
new year with foe army's top 

brass. „ . . 

Israelis customarily wish 
one another a year of happi- 
ness. Mr. Rabin wished the 
generals a year of abundant 
security. 

Mr. Rabin wrested control 
of foe Labour Party from 
longtime rival Shimon Peres 
and came to power in 1992 
vowing to bring Israel peace 
and security. Far more 
pragmatic than visionary, he 
said Israel bad to take calcu- 
lated risks for peace. 

“What can we do? Peace 
you don’t make with friends, 
but with very unsympathetic 
enemies. I won’t try to make 
the PLO look good. It was an 
enemy, it remains an enemy, 
fait negotiations must be with 
enemies,” Mr. Rabin said. 

Still, many were baffled 
when it emerged that be had 
approved the secret deal with 
foe PLO — an organisation 
Israeli governments had 
branded as a “terrorist” 
group seeking the destruction 
of the Jewish state. 

When Mr. Rabin shook 
PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat's hand on the White 
House lawn, critics accused 
him of breaking every impor- 
tant promise he had ever 
made. Supporters praised 
him for bold leadership. 

In the final run-up to the 
signing of a comprehensive 
self-rule accord with the 
Palestinians, Mr. Rabin also 
turned his attention to Syria, 
sending fresh peace proposals 
to Damascus with U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Mr. Rabin also said Israel 
would be. ready to dismantle 
settlements for peace. 1 - 

Bqtn in Jerusalem f n (922. 
Mr. Rabin joined foe Pal- 
mach mflitary underground 
at age 18. After World War 
II, he helped free illegal Jew- 
ish immigrants in Palestine 
and in 1946 foe British jailed 
him for six months in the 
Gaza Strip. 

An army chief in foe 1967 
war, Mr. Rabin led his troops 
in the war against Egypt, 
Jordan and Syria that 
brought Palestinians under 
Israeli rule in the West Bank 


and Gaza Strip. * ; 

; But . 12 days before the 
Mr. Rabin later admitted ij 
closeted himself for 24 
of “deep emotional distress * 

He took an injection to feu 
him sleep before feadjj 
Israel to a stunning view 

Mr. Rabin left tite an£ 
after 27 years to enter pufef 
life in 1968, first as ambassa- 
dor to Washington and, from 
1974 to 1977, as Israel's onh 
“Sabra" or native-born prime 
minister. > 

His army credentials made 
him popular with war-har- 
dened Israelis but his poftjg 
puzzled them. 

His first government fefi 
amid a scandal over an illegal 
foreign bank account held bj 
his wife, but Mr. Rabin re- 
mained powerful enough in 
his Labour Party to win the 
defence minister’s job in a 
coalition formed in 1984. 

When in 1987 Phlestiniam 
of foe oampied territories 
launched a popular uprising 
for independence', Mr. Rabin . 
responded with an “irdfcfer " 
policy. He vowed to fight 
with “might, power and beat- 
ings.” 

But he also pushed for 
peace with Palestinians, 
drafting plans put forward bj 
hardline Likud Prime - Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir.' Their 
coalition crumbled in 1990’ 
when Mr. Shamir refused to 
go the distance. 

In 1992 Mr. Rabin came; 
back to smash Mr. Shamir,: 
putting former generals in the 
front line of a tough cara- : 
paign that portrayed Laboer 
as foe party of both peace 
and security. 1 

Entering office, Mr. Rabin; 
offered to meet his Arabeoe-j 
mies in their capitals,, froze! 
much new Jewish settlement j 
in the occupied territories, 
and negotiated a peacefaj 
end to a four-day army siege' 
of a Palestinian university. • 

His bold moves mended! 
frayed relations with the Uo- 1 
iied States, Israel's dosest] 
ally, and with Egypt, which- 
bad signed a peace treaty in 
1979. 

But the massacre by a Jew- 
ish settler of more than 30> 
Muslim worshippers, in a 
mosque in the West Bank city- 
of _Hebron .in Fe’bfiary i 
deepened Palestinian nris-1 
trust of Israeland its l&ders., 

And Mr. Rabin was quick] 
to order the sealing of the! 
occupied territories*. from 1 
Israel — keeping thousands 
of Palestinians from their I 
jobs — after a Palestinian.! 
killed seven Israelis- in aj 
suicide bombing in the north-- 
em town of Afula on April 6/ 

Mr. Rabin and bi$ wife, 
Leah, have a son- and 
daughter. ! 


Clinton sees chance for ! 
Israel-Syria breakthrough 


ATLANTA, Georgia. (R) — 
President Bill Clinton said 
Tuesday Israel and Syria rec- 
ognised they had an opportun- 
ity to achieve a peace break- 
through this year. 

Speaking at foe Carter pres- 
idential centre in Atlanta in a 
satellite television news confer- 
ence organised by CNN, Mr. 
Clinton said: “All of us believe 
that we have a greater chance 
to achieve a breakthrough 
agreement than ever before... 
we have a real chance to make 
progress this year." 

Mr. Clinton said he based 
his optimism on conversations 
with Syrian President Hafez A 1 
Assad and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin, including a 
telephone call with Mr. Rabin 
earlier on Tuesday. 

“Obviously since those con- 
versations are private I can’t 


say more. But I honestly be- 
lieve that, and I think tfle othej 
actors in this drama believe 'i 
as well," Mr. Clinton 'said. , 

' i 

He said Mr. Assad and Mij 
R abin had agreed Secretary o| 
State Warren Christophq 
should act as mediator. Mri 
Christopher, who wfll wrap up 
a Middle East shuttie 1 Wednes- 
day, said he would return tti 
the region to continue his 
efforts within tbe next two 
weeks. ,'j 

Israeli-Syrian peace * efforts 
are likely to move to flie fore- 
front of Middle East dipfomacy 
following Wednesday’s signing 
of a major agreement fastween 
Israel and the Palestine libera- 
tion Organisation under which 
Israel will withdraw from the 
occupied Gaza Strip ami the 
West Bank town of Jepcbo. 
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^; : Internatiooal 
9^ v freight company 
i^r tiaray use Jordan 
as transit point 

' • By Ian AtaUah 

- 'fP eaa! ro tie Jordan Times 

n M^ AN — A major 
lJS i S ^» i v ‘ 1 S^^'9 Wned international 
if *’■ f 0rwaf ding company 
,-^ r - feo *■ : ^investigating the possibility 
0f U ^ ,ns Jordan as a main 
y e «W4? .-. .transit point for its freight 
10 - • serVKes and expanding its 

An ‘ 0 i 2 r"’ ? u "cndy minima] working 
^foaV-"- ■relationship with Royal 

rn iniste r , *-,.r • J °nJanian airlines. 

Hiskw . Aqd Biltajih, RJ’s execu- 
nim pJJX'. ■ t * ve vice president, told the 
denefB.--: ^.Jordan Times that repre- 
puzzjJ 7*-* -SCTtatives from MSAS Cargo 
His s®* International Ltd. would be 
amid aw 1 ’ * . v " si J“ l 8 W air cargo facilities 
roreign^.'- * ?,*, 9 ucen Airport late 
his Wednesd ay afternoon and 

mainof' *• *2*^ hold meetings with RJ 
‘Ms Lah^ .I'> M 0 *™ c tals later in the evening, 
defeiu* £■’ " . Whe " comes, this 
co^Ih^. ^ *" re S»on will be very interesting 
n ^ 08 }» ; : .place for business.*’ said Dick 
of .. <!.••!. -..Hustler, MSAS commercial 
1 ' 0 ^. - , -manager. 

V ***** his company 

■' , had only begun to investigate 

’ yhe possibility of using Jordan 
H* i* -as a 1 ‘gateway country" for its 

■ " *s .freight routing within the last 

!n p.“’ twelve months "because Jor- 

Bm i)t ... . dan had never been in that 
P^ce -position before." 

drafting . But if the Israeti-PLO 

hardline [# peace process takes firm 
Yit^' root, he said, "this region will 
coalition • -redevelop and create busi- 
when Mj d. .- .ness in new ways, and in this 
S° the fe. case -Iordan will be an ideal 
In gateway.* 

hack rote- ■. Although freight forward- 
P'-^inihfr**-" * n 8 corporations are difficult 
rront wT:-* : . lo ronh exactly in terms of 
piisu a« overall size, said Mr. Hustler, 
is *- -■ “ MSAS ranks among "the top 

* five, if not the top three 
freight forwarding companies 
.internationally,'' be daimed, 
with an annual turnover of $1 
,-billion annually. He added 
-that the company’s strongest 
.business is in southeast Asia 
,and Singapore. 

r „ MSAS Commercial Direc- 

^:.;:.>r Stephen Chipping said 
- ^ v 4hat the company was mvesti- 

rrsved rshi: T .gating expending the use of 

RJ‘s cargo services because 
p”\- aaduC .1 . ; RTs flight network ‘fits in 
hid sos; 'very well with our own over- 
:979 M . . all network," with RJ*s links 
Bui dsec- \ i .between the Middle East and 
r?h ssriaf* .. western countries and the 
Muslim -.--Middle East and Southeast 
rrcsaoeBfr. „.»• • Asia. 
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World’s oldest active ship visits Jordan 


AQABA — M.V. Ooulos, 
registered in The Guiness 
Book of Records as the world's 
oldest active ocean-going ship, 
sailed into Aqaba harbour 
yesterday for a 14-day visit, the 
ship’s owners said in a press 
release. 

Doulos is also the world's 
largest floating book exhibition 
carrying more than half a mil- 
lion books. Approximately 
four thousands titles are for 
sale covering a vast range of 
subjects, including science, 
medicine, arts and cooking, as 
well as a large selection of 
educational and children's 
books. During the Doulos 
visit, book fairs will be held 
both on board the vessel in 
Aqaba, and at the British 
Council in Amman. The book 
fair in Aqaba will be open to 
the public from May 6 to May 8 
and from May 1 1 to May IS. In 
Amman, the book fair will be 
open from May 10 to May IS. 
In bath places, the hours will 
be from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

With a crew and staff of 
more than 300 volunteers, in- 
cluding families, from 35 diffe- 
rent countries, the ship is a 
floating "united nations". The 
Doulos is an opportunity for 
people from a wide variety of 
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Doulos: Floating library and book exhibition docks at 
Aqaba 


cultures, languages and back- 
grounds to live and work 
together in cooperation. 

To further the goal of prom- 
oting international goodwill, 
the Doulos will present a varie- 
ty of events both on board and 
ashore including the Doulos 
World Tour *94. a cultural pre- 
sentation of folk dances and 
musical items prepared by the 
international crew. 

In Amman, the book fair 
will also include international 
cultural displays of items from 
the nations that make up the 


Doulos crew. 

Built in 1914 in the U.S.. the 
Doulos was originally christ- 
ened "Medina". After three 
ownership changes she was 
bought by the German based 
charity organisation "Gute 
Bucher fur Alle” (Good Books 
for All) and renamed 
"Doulos", meaning "servant** 
in Greek. 

Since 1977 the Doulos has 
visited more than 65 countries 
in South America. Africa, 
Europe and Asia. This will be 
the ship's first visit to Jordan. 


Paris seminar meant to promote 
French- Jordanian trade relations 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan and 
France are today opening a 
seminal under the patronage 
of His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan designed to 
promote Frencb-Jordanian 
economic and trade relations. 

"We are seeking increased 
Franco-Jordanian cooperation 
through boosting the volume 
of exchanged trade and im- 
plementing joint, industrial 
ventures through this seminar 
which is organised by the 
Jordanian Businessmen Asso- 
ciation (JBA),” according to 
Association Vice Chairman 
Haxndi- Tab baa. 

The seminar, scheduled to 
open in Paris, will be addres- 
sed by Minister of Industry and 
Trade Rhna Khalaf who will 
stand in for the Crown Prince 
and will tackle ways for adjust- 
ing the French-Jordanian ba- 
lance of trade which is heavily 
in favour of France, according 


to Mr. Tabba. 

Noting that France sells Jor- 
dan S150 million of products 
annually, Mr. Tabbaa express- 
ed hope that the seminar 
would result in increasing and 
diversifying Jordanian goods 
exported to France, especially 
fruits and vegetables, and 
Jordanian potash and phos- 
phate whose exports have re- 
treated over the past two 
years. 

There are indeed vast oppor- 
tunities for increasing trade 
and economic cooperation 
through the private sectors of 
the two countries, not only in 
economic and trade affairs but 
also in tourism where Jordan 
hopes to attract an increased 
number of French and other 
European viators, said Mr. 
Tabbaa. 

On the eve of the Paris 
meeting, Dr. Khalaf met in 
Paris with French government 


officials and representatives of 
businessmen associations to 
discuss topics related to the 
seminar which was organised 
in cooperation with the Arab- 
French Chamber of Com- 
merce. 

Stressing the need for the 
creation of a joint French- 
Jordanian businessmen coun- 
cil, the minister said that 
French investors have a great 
opportunity to launch ventures 
with Jordanian counterparts in 
light of Jordanian laws and 
regulations governing invest- 
ments in the Kingdom. 

L 

The idea of creating a joint 
council was welcomed by the 
French officials and business- 
men who promised to dispatch 
a team to Amman soon to 
follow up this matter with 
Jordanian businessmen and 
conclude an agreement in this 
concern. 


Conference recommends adoption 
of environment policies, legislation 



cbasB 

resit- 


£ 

«... 

acxrs *5 
well. k 

k**s£, 

she-!- 

os*'- 

xMH*.?? 
-•-i. a* v* 
■.he «?? 


err;* 


By Raoa Hussemx 

. Special to tbe Jordan Times 

‘ ’ AMMAN — Tbe need for an 
; international code for tbe pro- 
tection of the environment and 
international cooperation with 
the European Union countries 
• were- seen as the most signifi- 
cant issue of the conference on 
environment panel discussion 
regarding ways of adopting en- 
« yironmental policies and leg- 
-‘tslation. 

Participants at the two-day 
1 conference which ended 
; . Wednesday recognised that en- 
‘ vironment does not have poti- 
1 tical borders, and action is 
: • required "if we want to live in 
- . a safe regional environment.” 
• . . "We are compelled to inten- 
sify efforts to ensure that en- 
vironmental laws axe im- 
■ . plemented and a special code 
:-to deal with the environmental 
•oroWems is in place,” said 
.'Ahmad Obeidat,a president of 
the Jordanian Society for the 
Control of Environmental 


pollution and chairman of the 
eight-man pannel. 

Mahjoub Al Hafba, Moroc- 
co representative, said there is 
a need to create an informal 
network specialised in the en- 
vironmental law in the Arab 
World and to constitute a 
channel between the Arab 
World and specialists in 
Europe in the environment 
field to exchange information 
and specialists among these 
countries. 

Dr. Hussein Zaki, tbe other 
Jordanian representative at the 
pannel, said that since 1982 
laws on environment have 
been forwarded to parliament 
but no legislation has been 
implemented to, introduce a 
law regarding environmental 
protection. 

M. Heber of the Max Plank 
Institute at the Halle Universi- 
ty, Germany said the confer- 
ence should be a starting point 
for exchange of experience 
among countries. 

“Countries need to start 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 



FILM 

■fSr Fflm in Rpawirit entitled “Yo Soy Ess” at the Spanish 
Cultural Centre on Thursday at 6:30 pjn. (TeL 613077). 

* Video film In Ew gjHMi on sculptor Henry Moore (part one) 
(with commentary In Arabic by Dr. Khalid Khrefe) on 
Thursday at 5:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

☆ Concert (by the National Music Institute) at (he Royal 
t Cuitnnd Centre on Thursday at 8:00 p.m. 

GALA DINNER AT KARAK CASTLE 

£ Departure by bos from Arara Hotel on Thursday at 3:00 
pm. return to Amman wifi be late in the evening. Trip is 
sponsored by the Friends of Archaeology. 

exhibitions 

☆ Drawings exhibition by Nazareth School students al the 
French Cultural Centre. 

☆ Exhibition of paintings by artists WnUd Sheet and Naasn 
Homed at Alia Art Gallery (TeL 639303). 

* “Exhibition of Agriculture, Irrigation, a nd Food Jndusges 
*94” at the World Exhibition Centre, University R®ad (Tel. 
837218, 847113). 

☆ Art exhibition by Bashar Ibrahim at (be Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

☆ Art erfriHifcm by five Egyptian 

tfae Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation m, Jahal Lnweib- 
deb. Also showing ‘‘permMeot extortion of 56 Arab 

contemporary ar t* s * s (TeL 643251/2). 

* Exhibition by artist Mohammad Mnfaraddin at Ab*ad Art 
Gallery. 

* Exhibition by artists Dr. Air Gb«d, 

Al Sharif, Abdul Hussrfn Taw^l- Satoan and Hafez 
Al Droubi at Orfall Art Gallery (Tel. 826932). 


acting quickly, and not just 
wait until next year for a con- 
ference to remind them of the 
environmental dangers said 
Mr. Heber. 

He pointed out that the best 
way to accomplish tbe region's 
goals is by finding people who 
are interested and ready to 
support environmental issues. 

Dr. Tala Akasheh, from the 
Higher Council of Science and 
Technology, said "there is an 
obvious reason for us to 
cooperate with Europe since 
“we share the Mediterranean 
Sea, we have a physical contact 
and we need to take care of 
each other.” 

Dr. Akasheh proposed 
working with concerned minis- 
tries and non-governmental 
organisations because "we are 
facing a “serious environmen- 
tal problem." 

Nicolas de Sadelccr, director 
of the Centre for Research of 
Environmental rights in Bel- 
gium, said that the major prob- 
lem in the Arab World is the 
lack of institutions, he prop- 
osed proper contacts between 
organisations throughout tbe 
world regarding the environ- 
ment issue. Participants will 
also try to recommend a re- 
gional law to be implemented 
and which the countries of the 
region should abide by in order 
to tackle obstacles facing the 
Arab World and eliminate 
them. 


3 die, X injured 
in car accident 

By Rsna Husseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Three people 
were killed and one person was 
seriously injured Tuesday in a 
road accident near the 
Jordanian-Iraqi borders, a 
Civil Defence Department re- 
port said. 

According to the report, the 
three died instantly, when the 
truck they were riding collided 
with a gas tanker. 

On impact, the tanker 
started burning. The driver 
suffered second-degree burns 
and is listed in fair condition, 
the report said. 

A CDD official told the Jor- 
dan Times that the accident, 
which occurred at 8:40 p.m. 
was due to reduced risibility 
and dust. 

- The official said it is possible 
the two vehicles met head-on, 
since they could not see each 
other, and the tanker dragged 
the pickup for more than 50 
metres. The tanker was empty 
of any flammable material, he 
added. 

The three victims, 
Mahmoud A wad. Abed Rah- 
man and Ayed Salman, along 
with the tanker driver Fayez 
Ali, were taken to Al 
Rweished Military Hospital. 

A hospital official told the 
Jordan Times that the tanker 
driver was transferred to Al 
Bashir Hospital in Amman for 
treatment. 


Ministry plans rescheduling 
municipal councils’ debts 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Ministry of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environ- 
ment is studying the possibility 
of rescheduling the debts a 
number of municipalities owe 
to a number of money-lending 
organisations in the course of 
measures to help local councils 
shoulder their responsibilities 
and carry out their projects, 
according to a statement 
Wednesday by Minister of 
Municipal Affairs Ahmad 
Aqaiteh. 

Parallel to this study, the 
ministry will also be involved 
in examining the local council's 
needs and working out a com- 
prehensive plan that would nin 
side by side with the nation's 
new five-year socio-economic 
development scheme and cater 
to the requirements of the gov- 
ernment's decentralisation 
programme, the minister said. 

The plan will help local 


councils to reduce spending, 
and avoid any wastage of pub- 
lic funds with the help of a new 
set of laws and regulations 
governing the work of local 
councils in Jordan, added the 
minister. 

Criticising the municipal 
councils for their failure to 
speed up the process of collect- 
ing funds the public owes in the 
form of fees and taxes, tbe 
minister said that the new set 
of regulations would deal with 
such situations and would help 
councils improve their collec- 
tion system. 

Currently, he said, the 
ministry is conducting a. frill 
examination of means to 
stimulate the work of joint 
councils' services and a general 
meeting has been scheduled 
'for next week when repre- 
sentatives of various councils 
would review progress done in 
this respect. 


Prince Hassan: Peace in the region 
should take into account people’s needs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Any 
peace envisioned for tbe Mid- 
dle East should be formulated 
from within the region and 
must not be planned from out- 
side the area, His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan said 
Wednesday. 

“Any peace in the area 
should take into account the 
humanitarian dimensions and 
the people's needs,” said the 
Crown Prince at a meeting 
with a visiting team represent- 
ing the U.S. National War 
College. 

Jordan has shown total com- 
mitment to the attainment of a 
just and durable peace based 
on the Kingdom's concept of 
history and its understanding 


of the region’s needs and re- 
quirements and has defended 
the idea and die concept of a 
just and permanent settlement 
over the past decades, said the 
Crown Prince at the meeting 
held at the Royal Court. 

In reviewing Jordan’s role at 
the regional and international 
levels, the Crown Prince said 
that the Kingdom has followed 
a balanced policy and at the 
same time it has shouldered its 
responsibilities towards the 
other Arab countries. 

In that respect, Jordan has 
served as a safe haven for 
waves of displaced people 
since the 1948 Arab- Israeli 
conflict and has been advocat- 
ing the human rights cause 


despite the difficult circumst- 
ances, added Prince Hassan. 

In reply to questions by the 
team’s members, the Crown 
Prince outlined Jordan's stand 
ris-a-ris the peace process and 
the status of Jerusalem as well 
as the Gaza-Jericho first 
accord. 

He stressed the need for 
separating human heritage, 
which represents man's civi- 
lisation, from politics in deal- 
ing with the Jerusalem ques- 
tion. 

Prince Hassan emphasised 
the need for protecting the 
special status of Jerusalem, de- 
manding that the restoration of 
Its sites be the sole mission of 


tbe Waqf institution which has 
retained its responsibility for 
safeguarding tbe holy places 
for de cad e s. 

Tbe U.S. team also met 
Wednesday with the chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Abdul Hafez Mirai, 
and reviewed the general situa- 
tion in the region and issues of 
common interest. 

The team was briefed on tbe 
development of the Jordanian 
Armed Forces and their rule in 
safeguarding peace and secur- 
ity, Discussion also covered 
matters related to the ex- 
change of military expertise 
and coordination in military 
affairs. 


Transport 
company 
nets JD 2.8m 
in 1993 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jor- 
dan Syria Land Transport 
Company has secured a JD2.8 
million in net profits from its 
operations in 1993, registering 
a 53 per cent increase over the 
profits made in the previous 
year, according to the com- 
pany Genera] Manager Hamdi 
Habashneh. 

The company's 362 trucks 
earned the company gross re- 
venues amounting to JD8 mil- 
lion during 1993, registering a 
24 per cent increase over the 
1992 figures, Mr. Habashneh 
said. 

He said this is a record 
achievement for the company 
which was established by the 
governments of Jordan and 
Syria in 1975. 

Referring to the amounts of 
goods trucked by the company, 
be said, they were estimated at 
1.124 million tonnes in weight 
in 1993. 

In light of these positive 
results, the company's general 
assembly which met last week 
in Damascus has given its con- 
sent for renewing part of die 
company's fleet and also to 
expand the company’s opera- 
tions by introducing a passen- 
ger bus service operating be- 
tween Jordan and Syria. 

He said that the company’s 
management will shortly 
embark on a study on this' 
project 


Indian company to buy $35m 
worth of potash from APC 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — An Indian firm 
on Wednesday signed an 
agreement with the Arab 
Potash Company (APC) to 
purchase 250,000 tonnes of 
potash during 1994, company 
officials said. 

The agreement was signed 
by APC Director General 
Suleiman Howari and Jacob 
John, managing director of 
Indian Potash Limited (IPL), 
a company based in the south 
Indian city of Madras and the 
only Indian fertiliser com- 
pany with a national net- 
work. 

The purchase contract is 
estimated to be worth about 
S35 million. 

The Indian company im- 
ported 300,000 tonnes of 
Jordanian potash in 1993 af- 
ter New Delhi removed a 
government monopoly on im- 
ports of the item along with 
several other products, includ- 
ing phosphates, another ma- 
jor Indian import from Jor- 
dan. 

For several decades now, 
India has been the largest 
importer of Jordanian phos- - 
hates, potash and other 
rtiliser-related products. 

According to figures pro- 
vided/by the Minerals and 
Metals Trading Corporation', 
an Indian state agency. 


t 


Jordanian exports to India 
during the April-Marcb 
financial year (1993-94) total- 
led $125 million. 

Jordan's purchase from In- 
dia during the same period 
■were about $40 million. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times. Mr. John said 
his company was mainly in- 
.volved in promoting the use 
of potash among Indian far- 
mers until tbe monopoly was 
removed. 

"We are the only company 
in India which seeks to in- 
crease the use of potash as 
fertiliser by farmers,” he 
said, adding that the firm was 
established 40 years agp. 

"When the company was 
founded, Indian use of 
potash in agriculture was 
5,000 tonnes," Mr. John said. 

It rose to 2.2 million just 
prior to the lifting of the state 
monopoly on imports, he 
added. 

Following the government 
move to free potash imports 
‘ in 1992 — which also meant 
an end to subsidies — prices 
went up by nearly 280 per 
cent, he said. As a result, 
India’s annual consumption 
of potash as fertiliser de- 
clined to 1.6 million tonnes. 

APC has several Indian 
dfents; but IPL is by far its 
larger importer in the sub-.’ , 
continent. 


Mr. John, who was visiting 
the APC plant in Ghor Safi 
and Aqaba port fadlities on 
Wednesday, before heading 
for Syria on Thursday, said 
his company was also in- 
terested in Jordanian phos- 
phates. 

"We will definitely be pur- 
chasing Jordanian phos- 
phates, but it will take some 
time since the international 
prices of the product are 
high,” he said, explaining 
that tbe Indian government 
subsidies for phosphates for 
use in agriculture were li- 
mited to processing plants, 
not importers. 

“This means that we can- 
not offer competitive prices 
since we do not have a proces- 
sing plant and are not eligible 
for subsidies,** he saidL 
“However, we might be able 
to gain an edge among inde- 
pendent importers.” 

IPL, which maintains 
offices throughout India, is a 
“joint sector" venture. 

India’s annual consump- 
tion of phosphates is around 
3.5 million tonnes. About 
half of it is imported from 
Jordan. 

In addition to potash and 
phosphate, IPL also deals in 
urea, sulphur and several 
.other fertiliser-related pro- 
ducts. 
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Alahlia— Abela, a unique 
service-oriented, customer-friendly store, 
with pleasant atmosphere and a modem 
touch that makes shopping enjoyable 
at all times. 


Aiahlla-- Abela n*ra 
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Accord in place 

THE ISRAEU-PLO accord on self-rule for the 
Palestinians in Gaza and Jericho became a fact 
Wednesday In Cairo after last-minute efforts 
succeeded in “resolving” the remaining Issues 
dividing the two sides. But how much the Palesti- 
nians have cause for rejoicing over the “historic” 
agreement remains to be seen. 

For one thing , the actual withdrawal of Israeli 
occupying forces from these two Palestinian terri- 
tories is several weeks late, as the September pact 
called for the completion of Israeli withdrawal by 
April 13. What Is even more disconcerting about 
the agreement is its cumbersome nature. Nearly 
two hundred pages were devoted for this purpose 
that included two annexes on the mechanics of the 
Israeli withdrawal, security and civil administra- 
tion procedures. The maze of stipulations and 
provisions contained in the document signed 
Wednesday is so complex that it would need a 
standing judicial organ to interpret them for the 
two parties. 

Besides, the text of the accord is replete with 
opportunities for direct and indirect Israeli in- 
terference and intervention practically on all 
Bevels touching the self-rule mechanism for the 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip and the Jericho 
area. It is dear that Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin has conceded only a facade of 
Pales tinian self-rule with so many strings attached 
that virtually make the Pal estinians in these two 
areas literally under continuous Israeli trusteeship 
control. 

Suffice to recall that Israeli armed forces are 
virtually free to intervene in the “liberated” areas 
and roam their arteries should Rabin fed the 
security of his country is threatened. Even at the 
civil level, the Palestinian self-rule authorities 
would still labour under the mercy of the Israeli 
government even at the legislative levd. 

The FLO could be banking on the premise that 
tihe high-profile Israeli role in ruling and admi- 
nistering the Gaza and Jericho enclaves wil recede 
with time especially by the time the final-status 
negotiations take place no later than two years 
after the implementation of the autonomy accord. 

FLO Chairman Yasser Arafat must be also 
betting cm the demonstration of Palestinian “good 
behaviour” on the ground as offering new possibi- 
lities for relaxing Israd’s iron grip on the areas by 
virtue of the argument that the bulk of the 
security and rivH administration provisions in 
place wifi be subject to periodic review on a 
six-month or one-year basis. 

In short, the PLO appears poised to apply the 
lessons and tactics of the Zionist movement itself 
by turning down nothing and accepting any thing 
and then building up on these limited gains. This 
constitutes a major departure from the old 
Palestinian posture that preached afl or nothing 
for generations on end. 


Student abuse: the educational plague 


DESPITE ITS shortcomings, the agreement (signed Wednes- 
day in Cairo) by the Palestinian and Israeli leaders constitutes 
a fruit of the long Palestinian struggle and is a welcome step on 
the long path towards complete freedom and independence, 
said Ibrahim A1 Aba, a columnist in Al Ra’i daily. With the 
signing of the accord for the implementation of the Palestinian 
autonomy rule, the Palestinian leadership and people find 
themselves at a turning point and facing a new phase on the 
path to freedom, said the writer. It has to be pointed out that 
the Jericho-Gaza First agreement is not the end of the road, 
but rather the first solid move towards enabling the Palesti- 
nians regain full independence and freedom, added the writer. 
The final' phase wiU be determined by the Palestinian people 
when all aspects of resolutions 242 and 338 — have been 
implemented and after the last stage of negotiations with the 
Israelis in the coming years, said Mr. Absi. He said the 
Palestinians could have never reached this initial stage leading 
to independence had they been passive and had they given up 
the struggle through the intifada and other forms of resistance 
activities. Of course, he added, the Cairo agreement does not 
rise to the level of sacrifices offered by the Palestinian people, 
nor does it satisfy the aspirations of the masses, but still it is a 
beginning of the end of the long sufferings. 

THE CAIRO accord is one of the worst forms of conspiracies 
by the Jews and the Americans against Arab rights, said 
George Haddad, a columnist in Al Dustour daily. It is hard to 
believe that the conspiracy is considered by Cairo as a solution 
for the Palestine question or even a first step towards a 
solution, he said. Most of the Arab regimes, which approve of 
the deal, have allowed themselves to succumb to the U.S.- 
Israeli pressures and to allow the Palestinians to be annexed to 
the Jewish state, said the writer. I ran only i° in ^voices of 
numerous writers and sensible people of the Arab World wno 
have warned that the Palestinian-Israeli accord has totally 
destroyed the spirit of the Madrid conference, which was 
convened for the purpose of attaining complete peace based 
on U.N. resolutions, he said. 


By Dr. Ahma d Y. Majdoubeh 


ONE TRULY upsetting educational problem, widespread al 
both school and college levels in the Arab society, is what one 
may most fittingly rail student abuse. 

Despite the many courageous steps we have taken in 
pinpointing and redressing the various ailments in the educa- 
tional fields, student abuse remains a plague of which our 
educational institutions have yet to become adequately con- 
scious. 

The problem is both multifaceted and multidimensional. In 
what follows, however, I shall confine myself to that aspect of 
it which concerns the relationship between the student and the 
teacher — putting aside for the time being the student’s 
relation to the educational establishment, to other students 
and to his/her own temperament and personality, a relation 
which is no better than that which exists between the student 
and die teacher. 

In its most blatant form, student abuse is reflected in the 
appaling practice of physical punishment, which is still 
prevalent at many of our public schools. To be sure, such 
practice, which was very common in die sixties and seventies, 
has remarkably decreased and lessened — thank God. 
Moreover, it has been oudawed by the Ministry of Education, 
and is little tolerated by it when it occurs. Nevertheless, it still 
does occur. Anyone who is well-acquainted with public school 
life in our society will unavoidably near many tales of teacher 
brutality (some quite chilling), such as beating, flogging, 
boxing and wrestling students down — in addition to the 
“milder” forms of pushing, shoving, spitting and (yes) biting. 

What is perbaps more worrying than physical punishment 
itself is the teachers' attitude towards it. I have had the 
opportunity, for a number of years, to exchange views with 
many teachers on the subject, in an atmosphere where they 
have generally felt comfortable enough to articulate what they 
have truly felt at the moment. Recently, 1 have made an extra 
effort to find more about it. Though the act itself has become 
much less common, the attitude towards it has not changed 
much. Seven out of 10 (of the sample I have randomly chosen) 
still believe in the virtues of the act, both those who practice it 
and those who do not. One practitioner says “the disciplines of 
education and psychology have not been invented by real 
teachers. There is nothing like a stick to make students listen 
and behave." Another teacher asserts: “I do not beat 
students, because I get in trouble, but I twist their arms and 
fingers a little too hard at times or shove them into a corner. 
Man, if I do not do it, I will have a heart attack and die." 

What do you do, the argument goes, when you explain the 
lesson once, twice, three times, and the students do not get it? 


What do you do when they do not pay attention, when they do 
not prepare, when they become rude and obnoxious? Nay, 
what do you do when they insult you in front of other students 
and in the presence of other te&cheis? 

Preaching does not work, dialogue tails and threats are of no 
avail. In fact, the more you talk to them and the nicer you are, 
the ruder they become. Our students understand nothing but 
fear. 

Well, I totally disagree. Certainly, 1 do pity teachers who 
hold such views, and I do understand the difficulty of the 
situation they find themselves in. But I wholeheartedly reject 
their line of thinking. A lot, in the teaching process, depends 
on the teacher's command of the material, seriousness in class, 
integrity of character, and strength of personality. To me the 
question is quite simple: if the students respect you (they do 
not have to love you by the way, for “loving" is the icing on 
the cake), they listen and they learn. If they do not, neither the 
stick nor tee til can force them to. 

Another equally visible, and harmful form is verbal abuse. 
This is found as much at the school as at the college level. In 
this context, teachers use a variety of tactics, methods and 
techniques, as varied as their peculiar personal styles, situa- 
tions, social backgrounds, local cultures and egos. Such 
psychologically damaging atrocities range from swear words of 
all kinds, to threats, derision, cynical sermonising, dismissive 
remarks, undermining and condescending tones. 

The more implicit and subtle versions of abuse, which F wish 
to highlight, include the following major three, which are 
related to the teaching process itself. Though some may not 
consider them forms of abuse, I do. 

The first is seen in connection with the “weak" teacher. 
Obviously, not all teachers at our schools and universities are 
able teachers. Some, if not many, are in the profession either 
because they “cannot do any better," as they say, or because 
they have simply drifted into it. These are people who do not 
like what they are doing, and they are not good at it. Such 
teachers are a curse to the students. They spend much of their 
time putting them down, interrupting them whenever they 
make the smallest mistake and lecturing to them about it, 
(with the intention of humiliating them) and they fail many of 
them to prove that they are tough. They particularly hate good 
students because they feel threatened by them; they therefore 
make it a point to silence them. Some teachers who belong to 
this category can be diametrically opposed, i.e. they are too 
nice and too lenient with the students. Zn either case, students 
are abused. Geariy, very little education results. 

The second appears in relation to those teachers who are 
qualified and able but who simplify the material too much. 
This is indeed a problem in our society. The Arab World 
conceives of the “good" teacher as the one whose sole job is to 
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The daunting challenge 


Can Mandela deliver on his 
of a better life for all 


By Rory Charming 

Reuter 

JOHANNESBURG — Nel- 
son Mandela and his African 
National Congress (ANC) 
face a daunting task in de- 
livering a better life to South 
•Africa's black majority who 
have high expectations after 
savouring their first vote. 

“It's now time to start roll- 
ing up sleeves and make 
things work, instead of just 
saying how to do it," said 
Tony Twine, economist with 
Business Consultancy Eco- 
nometrix. 

He was speaking before 
white President F.W. de 
Klerk conceded defeat in last 
week's historic all-race elec- 
tions. 

Results from tire four days 
of polling suggested that 
South Africa’s new govern- 
ment of national unity would 
be dominated by the ANC 
but that Mr. de Klerk's 
National Party (NP) would 
enjoy an influential role. 

But despite ANC euphoria 
over die thumping win, lead- 
ing members of the party, 
such as Deputy President 
Walter Sisulu, harbour no 
doubts about the challenge 
ahead. 

“My greatest fear is that 
the task is too big," he said. 
“Apartheid has done a great 
deal of damage and because 
of that we are going to take 
time to reconstruct South 
Africa, and there comes the 
question of the people be- 
coming rather impatient." 

Ravaged by anti-apartheid 
sanctions, and then its 
longest recession on record. 


the economy recovered mod- 
estly in 1993 and is officially 
forecast to grow three to four 
per cent this year. 

But, having grown oil aver- 
age by only one per cent a 
year in the past decade, dur- 
ing which not a single new 
job was created, analysts say 
sustained growth of five per 
cent a year is needed just to 
dent the ranks of seven mil- 
lion people without work. 
The ANC has unveiled an 
ambitious, five-year recon- 
struction and development 
plan intended to create hun- 
dreds of thousands of jobs, 
build one million homes, 
supply electricity to 2.5 mil- 
lion of them, and boost 
education, health and train- 
ing schemes. 


year, more, before all that 
settles down." 

He said bureaucratic and 
other administrative glitches, 
which forced a one-day ex- 
tension of polling into Friday 
and overshadowed the pain- 
fully slow ballot count, 
pointed to the sort of prob- 
lems which lay ahead. 

Mr. Mandela, who will be 
inaugurated as president on 
Tuesday next week, has 
already designated nation- 
building as a priority but 
analysts say the challenges 
stretch much further, triddmg 
down through regional tax 
policies to integration of local 
government refuge removal 
systems shaped by apartheid. 

“It's a whole cobweb of 
inter-related, sensitive, com- 


“Apartheid has done a great deal of 
damage and because of that we are going 
to take time to reconstruct South Africa, 
and there comes the question of the 
people becoming rather impatient.” — 
ANC deputy president. 


But, as it sets out to tackle 
those backlogs, it must also 
restructure the apartheid 
administrative apparatus and 
forge a workable, efficient 
federal system — untried 
here before — of nine region- 
al governments linked to cen- 
tral government. 

“The difficult part is still to 
come, to start managing the 
country," said Dave Mohr, 
chief economist with leading 
major institution Old 
Mutual. “It's going to be a 
long haul. It could take a 


plex issues,” said Twine. 

The ANC wa* apparently 
on course to win all provinces 
except two — the Western 
Cape, which is where white 
settlement of South Africa 
began and is likely to be an 
NP prize, and the Zulu-based 
Inkatha stronghold of Kwa- 
zuiu-Natal. 

ANC policies could shape 
those in all the regions but 
much will depend on the 
make-up of the regional ba- 
lance of power, which will 
differ from area to area. 


promise 


Mr. Mandela has stressed 
his support recently for sound 
and market-oriented econo- 
mic policy, and sought again 
on Sunday to reassure busi- 
ness and investors at home 
and abroad, saying be could 
never get their support by 
following a radical agenda. 

But analysts said he faced a 
delicate juggling act trying to 
meet the expectations of his 
constituency and maintaining 
the financial stability sought 
by business and investors. 

Already, the NP has 
charged that the ANC’s re- 
construction programme 
would cost 15 times more 
than it says. 

Mr. Mandela, the analysts 
said, sent a welcome signal to 
foreign bankers and investors 
in Sunday, recommending 
that current Central Bank 
Governor Chris Stals be re- 
tained. They were encour- 
aged by the almost all-inclu- 
sive, peaceful elections. 

They are now watching the 
choice of cabinet and the 
May 10 presidential inau- 
guration address for further 
signals of future policy. 

Independent economist 
Edward Osborn says the top 
economic issues faring the 
government range from fiscal 
discipline, balance of pay- 
ments strains, civil service 
restructuring, job creation 
and labour relations to nur- 
ture business confidence. 

“It all adds up to a formid- 
able challenge to initiates in 
the business of government 
and one must wish them well, 
a steady nerve and a sensible 
pragmatism," he said. 
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terms possible. To some our task is not to 

can also be very ham™ Sion perhaps), it is to 

cram informatton^ rath of , he students. The point to 

SUES' it their mission to defy them The 
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teacher talks to the students the way he/she talks to linguists 
ind ^mmarians. forgetting that the students' objeedve 
is to use the language, and not to analyse its function, bn t it a 
shame* that native speakers of Arabic, unlike most other 
soeakers of native tongues, do not speak or read Arabic 

snuxnhly? If this is not abuse, what is it? out?o 
and evaluate! Fine. But also explain and teach. Reach out to 
those poor students! Descend a little from your ivory tower 
I believe that a good teacher is the one , w ^ ^ 
maintain a balance, between simplifying and clarifying and 
between provoking and challenging. 

The causes of student abuse are infinite. Some spring from 
the teachers' dissatisfaction with their condition (low pay, low 
social status, low moral values, they themselves feel abused 
and so they abuse the students), from their misconceptions 
about the profession (many teachers often mix because they j 
do not know any better — firmness with cruelty), from 
inherited trends and modes of thinking from the culture at 
iaree (our culture often expects the student to say. To him 
who teaches me a letter, 1 shall be a slave”; though this famous 
saying has a positive meaning — respect of teachers it ran 
have very negative implications), and so on and s o forth. 

Student abuse is unacceptable anytime anywhere. This is a 
problem we have to come to terms with, especially during 
these historic days when we need to graduate open-minded, 
sharp-minded, extremely confident, well-taught, well-edu- 
cated, and well-rounded future citizens. If we abuse our 
students, we abuse ourselves. 

The writer is professor of American literature at 1 armouk 
University. 

Unification is Korea’s 
real challenge? and 
it’s not that far off 
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By Philip Bowling 

SEOUL — Forget the nuclear 
issue for the moment. The 
most troubling thing about 
North Korea, as seen from 
here in the South, is how to 
manage unification. That may 
seem a distant dream as the 
two sides shout insults. But it 
could, with little warning, be- 
come a current nightmare. The 
consensus is that it will happen 
in this decade. But the South's 
desire for unify is at odds with 
another burning national im- 

S rative: to catch up with 
pan. the erstwhile coloniser, 
and the United States, the erst- 
while savior from Com- 
munism. 

Unification is not talked ab- 
out much. But it is a nagging 
concern in a country that 
otherwise has every reason to 
feel pleased and confident. 

South Korea has achieved a 
remarkably smooth transition 
to a civiGan-led democracy. 
Labour unrest is on the wane. 
The economy is back up to 7 
per cenr growth, led by invest- 
ment and exports stimulated 
by the over-strong yen. A very 
high proportion of Koreans are 
in' the most productive age 
bracket: 20 to 45. 

Self-confidence, the Uru- 
guay Round of trade talks and 
the goal of joining the Orga- 
nisation for Economic Coop- 
eration and Development have 
conspired to take some of the 
edges off of chauvinist and 
mercantilist sentiments. The 
financial marker is slowly being 
opened up. Rice imports are to 
be permitted. 

It is possible to envisage, 
say by 2030. a united Korea 
with a population two-thirds 
that of Japan and a correspon- 
dingly high GNP. 

But excellence — devoting 
more resources to higher tech- 
nology and achieving living 
standards on par with the de- 
veloped nations — is at odds 
with uniting a peninsula of 
such stark differences. Unity is 
at odds with the trends * to 
“internationalisation" and 
“globalisation" — today’s 
catchwords in Seoul, where 
theyget as much press coverage 
as the nuclear issue. 

“Internationalisation” 

means opening up an economy 
that has admitted foreigners 
reluctantly, and plugging into 
the best the rest of the world 
has to offer. “Globalisation" 
means increasing the clout of 
Korean companies, brand 
names and technology around 
the world. 

Yet unification would likely 
turn the country in on itself ft 
might revert more permanent- 
ly to isolation, to isolation. 

The problems Germany has 
faced pale in comparison. West 
Germany had per-capita in- 
come about 3 times That of the 
East; South Korea’s per-capita 
GNP is anywhere f rom 4 to 10 
times that of the North 
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will slowly begin to equalise 
incomes and infrastructure. 
But it is unlikely the political 
forces at work can be so easily 
ordered. 

Two years ago there were 
high hopes for gradualism. 
Trade was begin rung. Indus- 
trialists in the South were talk- 
ing of moving labour-intensive 
industries like shoes, and gar-? 
ments to the low-wage North, 
and reviving the North's anti- 
quated infrastructure. But the 
nuclear issue and Pyongyang’s 
fears of the political consequ- 
ences of any economic opening 
brought this to a halt. Time has 
been lost. Kim II Sung is that 
much nearer the grave. Manu- 
facturers have been mechanis- 
ing production or moving it 
offshore, especially to China’s 
nearby Shandong 'Province. 

Traditional views of the rela- 
tive economic strengths of 
North and South have bad to 
be revised. The South's old 
light industries are now down 
to 20 per cent Gf exports, hav- 
ing been largely replaced by 
skilf-or capital-intensive elec- 
tronics. steel, cars, chemicals 
and capital goods. South 
Korea has broadened its mar- 
kets, so that the United States 
accounts for only 21 per cent, 
against 35 per cent in the mid- 
1980s. While the South has 
become a major exporter of 
steel, the North, traditionally 
the home of heavy industry, 
has seen steel output stagnate. 
Its steel exports are now just 
one-fifth those in the Soutiu 
produced from antiquateo 
plants. 

The North’s only obvious 
resource is labour. It has one 
million men in uniform. Some 
35 per cent of its work force is 
still on the land, double cbe 
percentage in the South. 
Nonetheless, the North is defi- 
cient in food. While the North- 
ts only part way to becoming 
an industrialised society, the 
South is already well into the 
services age; manufacturing’s 
contribution to GNP is on the 
decline, and constructions, as 
well as financial and leisure 
services, are rising steeply. 

Bringing the North up to the 
oouth s living standard will 
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U.S. women learning how to play hardball 


ere often mixJkZj^ 
rmness with cj 
thinking from the ■ 
the student t 0 

i a slave'*; tho^h 'if 

- respect of teache^ 

and so on amu- ■ 
anytime anywhere". 


By Sarah Tipit 
Reuter 

ORLANDO , orta — A 

solemn funeral recently 
took place at an Orlando 
baseball field to tury a de- 
cades-old mentally. 

Three pahbeasrs placed 
a somall and ightweighi 
alurhiruum bat /.to a grave, 
and a cluster of female 
athletes shoveled din on 
top. 

The “funerl” was in- 
tended to give the nation’s 
first professional women’s 
baseball teamto play in the 
men’s minoi leagues the 
confidence u play hardball 
in the seaso; which begins 
on Mother’! Day, May 8. 

Sponsored by Coors 
Brewing Co, the 25 women 
of the Coloado Silver Bul- 
lets bisebri team are the 
first it £/.>. history to be 
recognised by the National 
Assoctatioi of Professional 
Baseball Leagues. The new 
team will play at least 30 
exhibition games against 
men’s leans in 1994. 

Coicbed by Phil Niekro, 

"V. 


a former member of the 
New York Yankees and 
Atlanta Braves teams , the 
women — mostly raised on 
softball — are trying to 
absorb skills and strategies 
in a Few weeks that male 
players have learned since 
boyhood. 

Gina Satriano. 28, a de- 
puty district attorney from 
the Los Angeles area . said 
she had no qualms about 
trading her while collar for 
a blue uniform and a 
$20, OOO-per-season spot on 
the team. 

“It only took me about 
half a second to know I 
didn’t want to pass up this 
opportunity, ” said Ms. Sar- 
riano, who grew up sur- 
rounded by baseball. Her 
father, Tom Sarriano, play- 
ed for the California Angels 
and the Boston Red Sox 
teams. 

In baseball’s early years, 
women's teams known as 
“bloomer girls" travelled 
the nation challenging 
men ’s semi-pro and pro 
teams, but the games were 
never officially recognised. 

The all-female team 


popularised in the recent 
movie A League Of Their 
Own played in a private 
league against other all- 
female teams in the 1940s. 

On June 23. 1953, orga- 
nised baseball formally ban- 
ned women from the minor 
leagues. 

But Bullets President 
Bob Hope (no relation to 
the entertainer) says it’s just 
a matter of time until a 
woman plays on a Major 
League team alongside 
men. The Bullets “ repre- 
sent a groundbreaking 
opportunity for female 
athletes to play ball in the 
big leagues. ” Mr. Hope 
said. 

The Bullets held 13 try- 
outs around the country . 
drawing some 1.400 women 
athletes. Most came only 
with experience in re- 
creational or all- women’s 
league softball, a game of 
shorter bases and fewer in- 
nings. 

Of those, 48 potential 
candidates were chosen for 
spring training in Orlando, 
and the list was eventually 
narrowed to two dozen. 


Forget physical con- 
ditioning. coaches said. 
These women needed to 
learn the basics at spring 
training. 

“ They didn't know how 
to put their uniforms on," 
said Ray Pelletier, who de- 
scribes himself as an “atti- 
tude coach" hired to boost 
morale among the athletes. 

“If you come up through 
the farm system . you learn 
this by watching people do 
this. Coaches were actually 
showing them things that 
basic. ” 

Mr. Niekro and his assis- 
tant coaches . who are all 
male, also had to make 
some adjustments. 

“You cannot get in their 
face quite the same way 
because the reaction emo- 
tionally is going to be diffe- 
rent," said Mr. Pelletier. 
“Men are quick to anger. 
Women are quick to hurt. ” 

At a recent practice ses- 
sion. there was a sense of 
exuberance muted with ner- 
vous energy as the women, 
ponytails protruding from 
under baseball caps, swung. 


lunged and slid. 

Julie Croteau, 23. drop- 
ped out of graduate school 
at Smith College in North- 
ampton , Massachusetts to 
join the team. For her it was 
a chance for some sweet 
revenge. 

Croteau excelled in the 
Little League of Manassas. 
Virginia, and played base- 
ball on community teams 
until age 17. But her high 
school refused to let her 
play on the varsity team. 
She sued and lost. 

“By senior year I was 
very confident / deserved to 
be on the team, but the 
varsity coach took me into 
his office and lectured me 
for 20 minutes about how I 
was being selfish. ” she said. 

Other players admitted 
they weren’t sure how to 
hold the ball when they 
showed up for the bullets 
tryout. 

Now that the team is set , 
Mr. Niekro is trying to find 
ways to help his team win 
against some big, brawny 
odds. 

“Their pitching has to im- 


prove, their hitting has to 
get better, their arms have 
to get stronger, their run- 
ning has to get better, ” Mr. 
Niekro acknowledged. 
“We've got a lot of catching 
up to do.” 

The women must not 
only learn to play good fun- 
damental baseball, but they 
must learn strategies, such 
as bow to generate runs by 
the mistakes of the other 
teams and how to throw 
more strikes. 

At a recent exhibition 
game, pitcher Lisa Mar- 
tinez, a high school science 
teacher, spun her arm in a 
tight windup and released 
several slow pitches under- 
hand, a style she learned 
from softball. Several be- 
wildered men at bat , un- 
accustomed to a ball coming 
from underneath, stared at 
her and struck out. 

“ There’s more than one 
way to win a ballgame 
Mr. Niekro said. “There's 
nothing in the rulebook that 
says you can’t pitch that 
way. You can pitch standing 
on your bead if you want 
to." 
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Britain’s poets find inspiration incafes, pubs and onairwaves 
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ty Gareth Jones 

- 1 Reuter 

i 

LONDON — Huddled in 
the alls of a West London 
coffet stop , some 40 people 
eageiy applaud the steady 
streain if poets trooping up 
to the makeshift stage to 
read kbir verse in turn. 

The Youbadour, where 
cult skiers Bob Dylan and 
David lowie have also per- 
. formed is one of London’s 
growjnj number of cafes 

■ and guts with poetry on its 
menq — proof, say enthu- 

’ siasts >f a “renaissance of 
■’ verst*' in Britain. 

“ fecple here are very 
_ positive about poetry and 
all s&s of people are writ- 
ing j / said Tamar Yose- 
: loff, n American poet who 
’ oigm ves The Trouba - 
• doui s Monday evening 

readjnp. 

“ 1 1 be United States , by 
cont st, poetry is still 
somt ding more associated 
with uiversity campuses. It 

■ also ps fewer major pub- 
'■ tishqsof poetry ” she said. 


A visitor to the British 
capital doesn’t have to look 
far for evidence of a poetry 
revival. 

Travellers on the London 
Underground can read 
poems — by famous and 
not-so-famous authors — 
interspersed between the 
advertisements for ice cream 
and the theatre listings. 

In the provinces, home to 
some of the most popular 
younger poets, new pub- 
lishing bouses dedicated 
almost solely to poetry have 
sprung up to help feed the 
nation’s literary appetite. 

“Britain has become a 
nation of poets, not just of 
amateur aspirants but of 
accomplished sculptors of 
words," enthused the Inde- 
pendent newspaper in a re- 
cent editorial. 

The Independent and 
other newspapers carry 
poetry daily. High Street 
bookstores have been ex- 
panding the space allocated 
to verse. 

“ There is a place in peo- 
ple's lives now for poetry, 


perhaps reflecting a col- 
lapse of the old certainties 
— moral, social, religious, ” 
said Chris Meade of the 
London-based Poetry 
Society. 

“ They are looking for 
more individual responses 
to help cope with the unen- 
ding welter of news and 
information assailing us.” 

The Poetry Society . 
founded in 1909 and sup- 
ported by Britain's state- 
run arts council, is limber- 
ing up for the launch of a 
month-long promotion — 
new generation poets. 

The promotion will cele- 
brate the work of 20 con- 
temporary poets through 
television and radio broad- 
casts and live performances 
in pubs, schools, libraries 
and bookshops across the 
country. 

Among the campaign’s 
supporters is Radio 1 FM , 
which boasts the largest 
radio audience in Europe 
with 17 million listeners. It 
plans to broadcast a series 
of poetry readings. 


“It’s often difficult to 
draw lines between pop and 
rock lyrics, rap and poetry. 
Our involvement with new 
generation poets will allow 
all three to be heard side by 
side . ” said Radio 1 control- 
ler Matthew Bannister. 

The poets chosen for the 
spring promotion include 
one from New York , one 
from Pakistan, another 
from Guyana and a Ger- 
man. The rest are English 
or Scottish. 

The Poetry Society’s 
Meade stressed the youtb- 
iulness of - the 20 poets , 
adding they were very much 
at home with modem media 
' like television. 

“Gone are the days when 
poets were expected to be 
shy, retiring, bookish types. 
Now they are much more 
keyed into working with 
different media,” he told 
Reuters. 

“ What is exciting about 
this revival is that it is 
spread across the country, 
as are their publishers. 

“Poetry is no longer an 


Oxbridge game," he said, 
referring to a widely per- 
ceived domination of litera- 
ture in Britain by its ancient 
universities, Oxford and 
Cambridge . 

Nobody expects to get 
rich through the promotion, 
thougjr. 

Except for a handful of 
established writers like poet 
Laureate Ted Hughes, most 
aspiring poets still have to 
hold down a second job 
because their verse does not 
necessarily pay well. 

However, sales of poetry 
appear to be going well. 

“Of course we’re not in 
the blockbuster league, but 
poetry sales are roughly on 
a level pegging with sales of 
hardback fiction,” said 
Andrew McAllister of poet- 
ry publisher Bloodaxe, 
based in Newcastle, north- 
east England. 

Bloodaxe was publishing 
only one pamphlet a year 
when it started up in 1979, 
he said. It now publishes an 
average 50 books annually. 

“We have found a market 


out there and are trying to 
satisfy it , " Mr. McAllister 
said. 

Bloodaxe has successfully 
introduced contemporary 
poets such as Russia’s Irina 
Ratushinskaya and 
Czechoslovakia’s Miroslav 
Holub to a British read- 
ership, as well as promoting 
past authors like Russia’s 
Anna Akhmatova and 
Spain’s Federico Garcia 
Lorca. 

In any case, poetry may 
be just what the doctor 
ordered. 

A British medical study 
recently told people suffer- 
ing from anxiety and de- 
pression to try reading poet- 
ry as an alternative to tak- 
ing pills. 

“I would have thought 
poetry is far superior to any 
tablets. Just like musk it is 
therapeutic," said Dr. Ale- 
xander Macara, chairman 
of tiie British Medical Asso- 
ciation. 

“ The pharmaceutical in- 
dustry might not like it, of 
course." 




What’s in a name? Ask the Beer Lovers 


iy Candice Hughes 
lie Associated Press 
MCSCOW — There's a so- 

- berside to the Beer Lovers 
Pary: It wants to be' taken 
seriusly. 

Bt when the Beer Lovers 
. trie! to register as a bona 
.. tick political party . Justice 
-• Minstry officials balked. 
'They said our name was 
too 'unusual ’ for Russia. ” 
sail Konstantin Kolachev, 
29-tear-old secretary- 

- gersral of the anti-party 
. pary. 

Tow about something 
moe “politically, appropri- 
■■ ate," someone suggested. 

: Sonething like tie Party o f 
Lovsrs of Beer and Civic 
" Acord? or the People’s 
' Pary of Democracy and 
' Bee •? Or perhaps the Saus- 


age and Vodka Lovers 
Party? 

The Beer Lovers stuck to 
their steins. Nothing doing, 
they replied, ft’s Beer Lov- 
ers Party or nothing. 

No dice, the ministry 
said, giving them a month 
to think it over. 

At a suds-soaked news 
conference recently — the 
beer was free, naturally — 
the Beer Lovers said they 
weren’t backing down. 
“ We’ll give the ministry 
another chance,” Mr. 
Kolachev said generously. 

Are these guys for 
real? 

Sort of. 

The party was bom over 
a glass of beer in December 
after Communists . neo-fas- 
cists and assorted other 


hardliners romped to vic- 
tory in parliamentary elec- 
tions that attracted barely 
half the electorate. 

Mr. Kolachev and party 
Chairman Dmitry Shesta- 
kov, both of whom had run 
and lost as candidates of 
moderate parties, read the 
returns as a massive protest 
vote, a huge “no" to politics 
as usual. 

What, they wondered as 
they and a few like-minded 
friends dissected the elec- 
tion, could everyone be for? 
They took another sip and it 
hit them: Beer. What’s not 
to like about a nice, cool, 
frothy brew? 

“If people stop voting 
altogether, there won’t be 
any democracy to speak 
of." Mr. Shestakov said. 


“There will be a totalitarian 
regime — or oligarchy.” 

The party now boasts 
10,000 members, a fax 
machine and a " poiitburo . ” 
It has a position on the 
Black Sea Fleet issue and 
friends in high places, 
among them Sergei 
Shakhrai, leader of the 
mainstream Party of Unity 
and Accord. 

“We also like the Sub- 
Tropical Movement of Rus- 
sia.” Mr. Kolachev said , 
unable to repress a grin. 
“Especially their efforts to 
increase the average 
temperature . / love 
summer. ’’ 

The Beer Lovers plan to 
hold a party congress this 
summer and create a worl- 
dwide union of beer lovers. 


“We’re a serious party,” 
Mr. Kolachev insisted. 
“With humour, with irony. 
But a serious party. ” 

The challenge for the 
Beer Lovers is to be taken 
seriously — without seem- 
ing too serious. 

They hope to bring the 
smart, the young and the 
disaffected back into poli- 
tics by injecting an element 
of fun into what has been a 
deadly dull business so far. 

But why beer? 

Vodka was the beverage 
of choice for generations of 
Russian politicians, includ- 
ing the one now in power. 
It’s a serious drink — and 
one that can make you 
mean. 

Beer, on the other hand, 
is young , cheap, fun and 


democratic. The way the 
Beer Lovers see it, things 
would be a lot better if 
people would just lighten 
up, pop open a Brewski and 
talk things over. 

So what else do the Beer 
Lovers stand for? 

Just about anything that 
makes life easier for drink- 
ing beer, it seems, including 
lower taxes, full employ- 
ment and free trade. 

The lack of official reg- 
istration, Mr. Kolachev 
said, doesn’t mean the Beer 
Lovers will go Hat. After 
all , he pointed out, the next 
scheduled election is two 
years away. 

*7 think even people who 
never cast a ballot before 
will vote for the Beer Lov- 
ers.” be said. 
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New Jersey pigs used as recycling machines 


iy Tom Toolen 
. Reder 

DEPTFORD . New Jersey 

• — dindy miy be dandy, 
but swine is also fine. 

4 Thaflis bov Philadelphia 
feels about hogs. What is 
. garbage fer Philadelphia 
: makes for s moveable feast 
■ for New Jffsey pigs. 
PMatklphki saved S3 million 
last ye ir aw also reduced 
} its garbage bound by alk>w- 
' ins its lefttyer food scraps 

• to be picfpd for use as 
« meaJs for Jfew Jersey p/gs. 

which haf come to be 
t knoJm as porky recycling 
‘ machines.! 

•“ Twice [a week , New 


Jersey pig farmers make 
pre-dawn trips into Phi- 
ladelphia to pick up organic 
garbage left out by 2,000 
Philadelphia households. 
The farmers, who bid for 
their routes, bring the gar- 
bage back to New Jersey to 
feed their pigs. 

Philadelphia council- 
woman Happy Fernandez 
has been one of the biggest 
boosters of the food-for- 
pigs programme. 

“Not only do the pigs 
keep the city's streets clean- 
er. but they also reduce the 
amount of money we would 
have to pay for garbage 
pickup,” said Ms. Fer- 
nandez. 


The city pays out $ 1.9 
million to the New Jersey 
pig fanners for picking up 
the waste each year, which 
works out to about $79 a 
tonne , said Ms. Fernandez. 
But the city would have had 
to pay $125 a tonne for 
kerbside recycling of the 
same food waste. 

Last year, the pig farmers 
picked up 24,000 tonnes of 
the city’s food waste. 

“ft makes me feel real 
good when I put out my 
organic garbage, knowing 1 
am also recycling food 
waste and saving the city 
money at that same time,” 
said Ms. Fernandez. 
Actually, the pig-feeding 


programme has been in ex- 
istence since the turn of the 
century, but it has been 
accelerated in the pasr Jew 
years, mainly due to the 
high cost of trash recycling 
programmes. 

“The garbage is a good 
source of feed, and it’s a lot 
cheaper than com,” said 
Neil McIntyre Jr, whose 
2^00-head, 25 acre(lO-hec- 
tare) farm in Deptford is 
one of the state’s last pig 
farms. 

Mr. McIntyre said his 
father began making the 
rounds searching for pig 
food in Philadelphia more 
than 59 years ago. 

“We leave here at 3:30 in 


the morning,” he said , 
arriving in Philadelphia ab- 
out 20 minutes later. “Basi- 
cally. we go early to avoid 
traffic.” 

Mr. McIntyre is one of 16 
farmers enrolled in the 
programme. 

Mr. McIntyre sends 
workers to drive his two 
trucks, which cruise the 
streets of north-eastern Phi- 
ladelphia for several hours. 
They usually collect five or 
six tonnes a had. ■ 

The waste is cooked be- 
fore it is dumped in the 
troughs for the pigs. The pig 
farmers pick up all food 
waste, including bones, 
rinds, egg shells , fruit and 


vegetable scraps, or any 
scraps from food prepara- 
tion. 

“You know pigs, they 
will eat just about any- 
thing,” said Ms. Fernandez. 
However, she pointed out 
no coffee grinds, glass, pap- 
er or plastic are accepted. 

There are about 2,000 
households enrolled in the 
programme, and they must 
place the waste in a Eve- to 
10-gallon (20- to 40-litre) 
can the night before the 
pickup. 

So, twice a week , as dawn 
breaks in Philadelphia , a bt 
of animals think New Jersey 
is hog heaven. 


Adonis 

controversy 

continues 

By Mohammad Daoud Tahboub 

ADONIS is the pen name of the famous poet All 
Ahmad Said who was bom in 1930 in Kassabin village 
located between Lattakia and Tartus in Syria. He 
finished bis secondary education in Lattakia them 
moved to Damascus where he got a degree in philoso- 
phy from the University of Damascus in 1954. In 1956 
he moved to Lebanon because be belonged to the 
banned political party, the Syrian Nationalist Socialist 
Party. In 1957 he was granted Lebanese nationality. 

In Lebanon Adonis published his poems in Shier 
(Poetry) magazine first and later in Mawaqef (Stands) 
magazine. Adonis’s early works were based on bis 
readings of the newly-excavated old heritage of Syria, 
that of the pre-Islamic civilisations, namely Phoenician 
and Ca’ananite, and show the influence as well of Islam 
and particularly AJ Ma’ari, the blind sage of Arab 
poetry. 

In the seventies and the eighties Adonis became a 
leading figure in modem Arabic poetry. Yet, he was 
criticised by critics as shifting his thoughts and ideals 
from one extreme to another. 

Adonis has, recently, raised a hot controversy among 
the cultural circles in Jordan following last year’s 
Granada conference which grouped him and other Arab 
intellectuals with Israeli writers. The General Secretar- 
iat of the Arab Writers Union now based in Amman 
characterised Adonis’s move as a step towards cultural 
normalisation with Israel. The Union ’s Secretary 
General Fakhri Ka 'a war, has since early this year waged 
a campaign to force the Jerash Festival’s management to 
withdraw an invitation it forwarded to the poet to attend 
the festival’s poetry forum. Jordanian dailies have, for 
the last two months , been printing the opinions of both 
sides — those who are with and those who are against 

La an interview. Dr. Aii A1 Share ’ the dean of the 
English Village at Yarmouk University and professor of 
Arabic literature , who is an expert on Adonis’s works, 
said: “ The whole picture is unclear. I haven’t read 
minutes of the (Granada) meeting and, therefore, I 
don’t know what Adonis had said there. It would be 
unjust to judge.” 

Dr. Share ’ is for inviting the poet to the Jerash 
Festival and starting “ a free dialogue with him and see 
what be has to say.” 

Dr. Ahmad Thaher, professor of political science at 
Yarmouk University Bad a different view though- “I 
wonder why we are afraid of cultural normalisation with 
the Israelis or with any other society in the world? We 
_have nothing to fear. I believe that a strong culture from 
within dbcsn * t allow , by its. own very natjire , anything to 
pierce it from outside and I believe we should have read 
long ago Israeli literature, political and economic 
discourse.” 

“ How could you face an enemy you know nothing 
about? Look at them. They know almost everything 
about us simply because they read about us. Arabic is 
the second language in (Israel). ” 

Dr. Ibrahim A1 Kbateeb, gynecologist and poet, 
thinks Adonis should be heard. 

“ A poet should have a message in life , more so the 
Arab poet because he deals or is supposed to deal with 
such great issues as unity of the nation , freedom and 
above all the Palestinian problem.” 

Poet Edward Haddad dunks that a poet should have 
the freedom to open all doors and to converse with 
whomever he likes and to trod forbidden places because 
be is “ a human being Erst before anything else.” 

'No bans on poets or writers should exist. From this 
point of view I see no harm done by Adonis sitting at the 
same table with Israelis, provided he didn’t take their 
side, ” be asserted. 

“I don’t know why the General Secretariat of the 
Arab Writers Union has just now raised this storm 
about Adonis, while it is a common knowledge that the 
poet had already attended, several years ago, the 
Medherranian conference together with Israeli writers, ” 
according to poet Nayef Abu Obeid. 

“Why the Arab Writers Union kept silent then? 
Because, I reckon, those Israeli writers were represent- 
ing the Israeli left. In Granada it was the reverse. 
Adonis does not carry the aspirations of the Arab nation 
for unity and freedom on bis shoulders. I see that 
normalisation with the Israeli enemy is a dangerous 
process which we have to stand firmly against. ” En- 
gineer Ali Deebajah, an observer of the literary scene in 
Jordan says he believes that even if the Arabs can 
extend their cultural, economic and political relations 
with other nations of the world on equal grounds , they 
shouldn’t normalise with “ their enemy, who occupies 
their land.” 

“ I am against Adonis or any other figure who tries to 
build up bridges between us and the Israeli enemy,” he 
said. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 

Out of love you can speak with straight fury — 
Eudora Welty, American author. 

Never vote for a tax bill nor against an appropriations 
bill — American political maxim. 

I would rather live in a world where my life is 
surrounded by mystery than live in a world so small that 
my mind could comprehend if — Henry Emerson 
Fosdick, American clergyman (1878-1969). 

The whole secret of life is to be interested in one thing 
profoundly and in a thousand things well — Horace 
Walpole, 4th earl of Oxford, English author (1717- 
1797). 

History must speak for itself, a historian is content if he 
has been able to shed more light — William L. Shirer , 
American author and journalist 1904-1993). 

Ask the young, they know everything — fftiwn*u> 
proverb. 
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A risky occupation 


By Jean-Ctaude £Xfas 


For the past Sve years or so, numerous articles and 
stones have appeared in international newspapers and 
magazines on the subject of repetitive strain injuries 
(RSI). These come as the consequence of continuous 
and repetitive physical activity m someone's regular 
work or occupation. 

■ The taxi driver who spends days behind the steering 
wheel is the ideal candidate for lumbago. Tennis 
professionals are all subject to the famous tennis elbow. 
Computer users are even ‘luckier” than others for they 
risk more than one type of RSI. 

Needless to say that , by definition, RSI-subject 
people are those who spend, on a daily bass, a certain 
number of hours using a computer — four hours at least, 
for instance. 

In the late eighties , Scandinavian countries caused a 
stir by declaring that, because of the radiation (electro- 


chip talk 



magnetic, not radio-active) emitted by the screen, long 
hours before a computer screen can be teratogenic for 


hours before a computer screen can be teratogemc for 
pregnant women, though never sdentifkalfy proven, 


the issue forced ma nufa cturers to design screens with 
lower levels of radiation. Now “tow radiation" monitors 


are becoming a standard and everyone is benefiting 
from the improved product. The new screens are 
certainly more comfortable than the ones produced in 
the eighties. 

RSI due to keyboard typing ate very frequent. 
Anyone who has spent, even once, Sve continuous 
hours entering data from a personal computer (PC) 
keyboard knows how ft» wrists, hands, arms and even 
Jus neck fed kt the end of such a king working session. 

Just like an Ametkm smoker used cigarette manufac- 
turers years ago , blantaty them for Jus lung cancer , PC 
users are suing computer manufacturers for RSI. 


feel comfortable when using it and keep both your mind 
and body relaxed when working , you drastically reduce 
the chances of RSI. One can't but agree with Mr. 

Machrone. 

A healthy mental attitude is not enough, however. 
There are simple , practical steps once can take that can 
help dramatically reduce the RSI risfr factor. 

ft is easy to make it a habit, during long working 
sessions, to take one's eyes from the screen even for a 
few seconds. Every five or 10 minutes, and for three to 
five seconds, look at the window, at the floor ; at the 
painting on the wall, at anything but the computer. 
These short seconds will make a huge difference at the 
end of the day , in terms of eye strain. Make sure there 
is enough light in the room, to reduce the contrast 
coming from the screen. 


Make sure you are sitting at the right height, that you 
chair is ergonomically designed — it's not a luxury bun 


correct heights. Normally, the monitor should be 13 to 
15 inches higher than the keyboard. It is of prime 
oortance for tong, daily hours of computing. 

% does not make much sense to blame PC manufac ■- 


Magazine). In other words, if you like your machine , exotic yoga position. 


tuners for any type or form of RSI. They never told us to 
work 10 horns in a row, nor to use the keyboard in some 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


FANTAStSC FACTS 


® Mice would May alive without water for much longer 
time than carnets. 

B A litre of vinegar weighs mote m w a te r than in 
summer. 

3 The meat of the kangaroo never cooteimcboksfrote. 
B He power of modem telesc ope excels Cfaa t of 

Galileo's. 

83 The crocus can push ite way in growth even through 
layers of macadamised mads. 

0 Rivers exist in the ocean as well as on dry land. 
S Toads, in distinction from frogs, have no teeth. 


(1) Identify the following cities: 
a- Eternal City, 
b- Windy Chy. 
c- CSty of the 1000 Minarets, 
d- City of Light 
e- Gty of Brotherly Love 
f- The Big Apple 


(2) (if On what island was Napoleon bom (1769)? 
(n) What island was Napoleon exited to in 1814? 
(in) On what island did Nafwfeaii die in 1821 ? 


(3) KLM is the national airline of what country? 
What does tire abbreviation stand for? , 

(4) “March on. Match on" is the title of what country's 
national anthem? 


(5) Who is called the Father of the fifties? 


fr fr fr fr fr 


PUZZLES 


LETS COAT IN ARABIC 


(A) How is your vocabulary? 


You'te an idtemm/t, aren't you? 

Ante r^nl k am oei, ateyaa ft 

No, Tm very active. ls,ananashetij 

Is your daughter HI? HalBmatekaam 

No, she enjoys good health. 

la, bmaba irffffi r baBr’Ii tq 

Is your neighbour poor? Haljanka 

He's neither poor nor rich. Laymtekkrwate 
Is your fiat big? Htishakkateknk 

No, it’s Small. La, hmahaat 

Is the cheese fresh? BUalJetam 

Why are you angry? Inman amtaght 

Somebody got on my nerves. 


The following tea pahs of words have three tetters in 
common. FBI in the blank spaces to make twenty 


dMerent words, according to the detin. 

.... CAN 

1 

NAC... 

...CAN. 

2 

.NAC... 

..CAN.. 

3 

..NAC.. 

.CAN... 

4 

...NAC 

CAN.... 

5 

....NAC 

CAN.... 

6 

....NAC 

.CAN... 

7 

...NAC 

..CAN.. 

8 

..NAC. 

... CAN . 

9 

.NAC... 

....CAN 

10 

NAC... 


Is the nurse inside? BUtalmm 
No, she went out five minutes ago. 

Ill see bmtomonxm morning. 

Santa araha 

You're welcome. 


LEFT 
1. The Pope's palace 
Z To comment at great length 
3. Mysterious 


& fir fr Hr fr 


AN INVITATION TO LAUGHTER 


5. To safieef orders 
6 A portable Bask 
7. Soamhed 
& Emptiness 

9. To cheat 

10. A long-billed water bird 


RIGHT 

1. The hue of mother-of-pearl 
Z Unperformed 

3. A handcuff 

4. Aa enclosed fireplace 

5. Noted lake in N.Y. state 

6. Yearbook 

7. A fanaBar vegetable 
& Threatened 

9. The estabSsher of a law 

10. Ooter asfow of aircraft eo- 


ir A man rushed into the doctor’ll sur ge ry , ju mpe d on 
the doctor’s back and began shoutmg: “One! Two! 
Three! Four I" 

“ Wait a minute!" v efied the dtoctor. struggling to free 


“ Wait a minute!" yefied the doctor, sfn 
himself. " What do you think you're 


(B) Find the missing number. 

10 18 28 40? 


“Well, doctor," said the eccentric man, “they said l 
muiM mrmf nn VOU !" 


COOKING IS FUN 


could count on you!" 

ft fr fr fr fr 


MINI CHEESE FILLERS 


INGREDIENTS 


fr Two friends were out hunting grouse. A bird 
suddenly Bb* put of the bracken right before their 
eyes; one of the men raised his gun and tired. The 
grouse uttered a despairing squawk, its wings folded 
and it fluttered to the ground. 

“You needn't have shot it!” said the other man. "The 
fall would have killed it!" 


fr fr fr fr fr 


fr A motorist who bad the misfortune to tun ever a 
woman's dog was extremely apologetic. “I many ant 
most terribly sorry , madam" he said. I win of 
course replace your dog. ” 

“If you like," she replied, “but are you any good at 
catching rats?” 

fr fr fr fr fr 


- 4 oz wholemeal flour 

- 1 oz polyunsaturated margarine 

- 1 oz vegetable shortening 

- 2 oz tow fat cheddar cheese, grated 

- 1 tablespoon oil 

- 1 onion, finely chopped 

- 2 oz button mushrooms, sliced 

- 2 oz sweetcom 

- 1 egg, beaten 

- 5 fi oz skimmed milk 


fr “Sarah" said the teadier , “what is a cannibal?” 
“Dunno, Miss. " 

“Well, if you were to eat your parents, what would 
you be?" 

“An orphan. Miss."- 


METHOD 

Mix together the Soar and a pinch of salt in a mixing 
bow/. Rub the margarine and shortening into the 
mixture until it resembles fine breadcrumbs. Stir in the 
cheese and just enough water to form a soft dough- 
Knead gently , cover and chill for 30 minutes. 

Roll out the pastry to ‘A inch thick, cut out twelve 3-inch 
circles and use to line twelve small tartlet tins. Fry the 
onion in the oil for 5 minutes until softened. Stir in the 
remaining ingredients. Pour into the tartlet cases mid 
hake at Mark &200°C-400'F for 20-25 minutes. 


ining ingredients. Pour into foe ta 
at Mark 6-2Q0 a C-400*F for 20-25 



What does it mean to he j 


By E. Yaghi 

Recently , a middle aged woman was led into foe office 


to the doctor and tell him y^P^!% eyeswe re 
What choice did she have. ^Z^nele^rideand 
killine her and the paw drove he to £.5, Vi/hr-n she 


of a prominent ophthalmologist by her young son. 
When she saw the doctor, she stated . “ please help me. 


When she saw the doctor, she stated , “ please help me, 
my eyes hurt me very badly. ” 

The doctor looked concerned and replied: “ What's 
the matter, don't you have glasses?" 

“ 1 do," answered the woman in a tired and worn out 
voice, 'but they're broken." 

“Well, " he said as he pushed himself back in his chair 
and studied her intently: “Why don't you go and buy 
some new glasses?'* 

Isn't life simple for those who live comfortably? But 
Nuhail not bemg one of the lucky ones, found life a 
living hell. How could she explain her desparate 
situation to someone who collected more money in a 
day than she would ever see in a year? She could only 
say with a free that felt like fire and a growing lump in 
her throat: “You see doctor, my husband is old ana ill. 
His first wife didn’t have any children For many years 
and then when be grew elderly, he married me ana now 
we have children. Things were difficult but not impossi- 
ble until my husband fell sick. Now I have no means to 
buy glasses and I can hardly see at all. My eyes are 
killing me and there is no way to stop the pain." 

Had Nuhail touched bis conscience? It seemed so, for 
he hastily scribbled some words on a piece of paper and 
told her to go to an optometrist and give it to him. She 
almost stumbled out of his office and though she still felt 
pain , it appeared as if a slight weight had been lifted 
from her troubled heart. 

After she travelled by one bos and then another, she 
finally reached her destination and hot and tired and 
aching all over, banded an optometrist the paper which 
s he had clasped tightly in her Gst. Her faithful son and 
guide stood by her side waiting for her next command. 
After the optometrist read the paper he said to Nuhail: 
“Look, I sell these glasses forJD 60 but I'll give them to 
you at retail price which is JD 38." 

What are a mere JD 38? He thought he bad done her 


Wit her and the ^ sie 

beg Sdp and mercy any, ^ ich*//um 


a great service, which in a way he had, but quite 
crestfallen, she could only sadly reply: “ I'm afraid that I 


crestfallen, she could only sadly reply: “ I'm afraid that I 
don’t have JD 38, sir." ■ 

He could only suggest , “then why don't you go back 


m ~Yes ‘thaCsgood for someone vhohasjbs. I have 

°1S shl spoke^she ^noticed a Uung ^ 
next to the doctor. He was * plumber »ho 
hard for his money. The doctor perh aps ^g aon 
generous, said with a reluctant huff. Here .Le ttu. 
g He handed her JD 28. She, ^b^assed.Juld only 
say: “Thank you for your kindness, but where A-/. I*& 

“’ne plumber who spends his days crawli\ under 
sinks . and climbing up sides of houses, m oidelto feed 
his laree family stuck his hand towards her an said. 
“Here, poor woman. Take these JD 10 frommjfamily •. 
and me. May God relieve vour misery? and pm- 
Nuhail took the money and before she deporttfj with , 
her son said in a voice ripe to tears: May God ha y ^ 
both! You don't know how much you have helpecme. ' . 

She turned and disappeared forever from thensrgnt 
but the plumber couldn't forget her shaggy dusty 
appearance nor her plight of poverty. Some patierts m.i 
the waiting room later told him: “ We haven tevekeeni 
poorer than this woman. She lives m a tin shack wiq her. - 
sick husband and children. During Ramadan one oner 
neighbours visited her and found the wretched ra wy. 
breaking their fast on tea and bread. Some n eight >ura 
felt sorry for them and sent for them and sent them >od. - 
from time to time." . . J. ■ 

Can such extreme cases of poverty exist m Jorcan. . 
What can we do to help such people? It is a shame Ipat: 
the sun never shines on Nuhail while many uve uveioi , 
complete luxury. Poverty isn’t something that exists In a-. -. 
Never Never Land to people that are subhuman. There, j 
must be some kind of government relief for women like, 
Nuhail. She and her family not only hardly have enough , 
food to survive on, bur are victims of the cold of tinier 
and heat of summer. NuhaiTs problem is everyone s abd ■ 
we are all our brothers'/sisters' keepers. \ < : 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY 


5.{£FSjE 7j 


Thursday, May 5 


7*45 Gmette World Sports 
Special 


teieBooy 

Outrage 



An accident at a chemical 
plant, which releases poiso- 
nous materials, raises 
Bony’s suspicions as to who 
would benefit from this 
accident! 


IMO News In Engfish 


1*20 Movie Of The Week 
— Rear Wtodow 


Starring: Grace Kelly and 
James Stewart 


Spending idle days in a 
wheel-chair watching peo- 
ple, a helpless journalist 
happens to be a wittness to 
a murder. Upon his re- 
quest , two of his friends 
start investigating. This is 
an Alfred Hitchcock film. 


Friday, May & 


Sunday, May 8 

7:45 Hotchpotch 


8d0 Sixty Minutes 


9:10 Scene Of The Crime 


fry's weekly entertaining 
magazine programme 
hosted by Manal Azar. 


The programme deals with 
the competition between 
the USA and the former 
Soviet Union over nuclear 
supremacy; proposals to- 
wards the peaceful use of 
the nuclear bomb and foe 


fear of nuclear power con- 
trol passing from the hands 
of the scientists to the politi- 
cians and then to the indus- 
trialists. 


against a case of “ lost 
ory A young girl, sa 
from drawning, seems 
have forgotten ev< 
about her past. 


News In En gSbd^ 


16:20 The Caps Retd 
The Challenge Of Arer 


10:00 News In English 


The Wearing Of The Green 8&0 You Bet Your Life 


10:20 Black Powder 


Sleuth's wife is tempted 
reveal his hiding place whi 
be is awaiting acquittal fro 
the murder charge. 


A Zealous Irishman offers 
to plant a bomb in the 
British embassy in 
Washington. 


A weekly quiz show with 
Bill Cosby. 


8:55 Documentary Prog- 
ramme — Zero One 


10*0 News In English 


9:10 Stolen Lives 


Abu Sakeb is arrested for 
an attempted murder while 
* Adel returns home after 
years spent abroad, only to 
become trapped into the 
personal rivalries among 
the quarry workers. 


Jfc20 Black PUwder 


Abu-Tawfiq turns a deaf 
ear to appeals by his work- 
ers for better pay, and 
health insurance benefits. 
Abu Adel spends his last 
day at foe quarry. 


Dawn 's search for her pa- 
rents leads her to un- 
pleasant facts. 


11:10 Top Cops 


11:16 The Second Half 
Halloween . 

The newspa\jer staff 

eluding John, his daught 
and brothel — celebr, 
Halloween... \ each in 
own style. ■ 


10:00 News In Engfish 


10:20 Island Son 


Saturday, May 7 


Separation 


This week police officers 
recall their heroic stories 
about bow one catches drug 
smugglers, another pre- 
vents bank robbers from 
carrying out their plan and 
how one saves a husband 
and wife from being kidnap- 
ped. 


7:45 Great A 
ence ami Te 


f . 9 May 

meats In 


Too ChseFor i 


7:45 Charlie Chaplin 


830 The Fresh Prince Of 
Bd-Air 


Day Damn One 


A diabetic risks loosing a 
teg; Dr. CatheUne faces a 
case of “mercy killing"; and 
Dr. Keilani faces the possi- 
bility of loosing his woman. 


William amuses the kids by 
telling them old stories ab- 
out his early days at the 
Bel-Air Academy. 


£00 The Cfempbefls 
Whaw, The Bough Breaks 


Monday, May 9 

7:45 Science Work! 
8:30 The Nanny 

Nuch Shtip 


Tuesday, May T@ 
7:45 Medicinal Drugs 
8:30 Step By Step 
The Paper Chase 


Health and cm counc 
spectons are afar the 
f ° r .™lating fi 
making and seSng coi 
at home. 


9:05 The Best 




J-T. is in trouble for selling 
books to the football team 
at school while Carol and 
Kodie try to be good baby- 
sitters. 


M-M News In 
10:20 PeMarik 


A baby boy, left at the 
doorstep of Thomas’ house, 
creates rows and arguments 
as to who will have the 
baby... and who and where 
bis parents are. 


Maggies' father agrees to 
his daughter going out with 
Eddie, on condition that the 
nanny chaperons them. 


8:55 Documentary — 
Beyond 2000 


10:00 News In English 


9:10 Pandora's Box 

A Is For Atom 


9:10 Moon Over Miami 
Black River Bride 
Walter and his team are up 


Demelza and Rn 

tehy&ri, Julia, 
seace now Js 

at the copper 


■; ,* & 
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Wifi the nineties be the death of Agent 007? 


By Paul Harris 

^ ' Reuter 

LONDON — The power- 
mad masterminds of Spec- 
tre couldn't manage it. 

But where the shadowy 
crane organisation failed in 
the course of many rip. 
roaring adventures , a 
changing world may suc- 
ceed. 

The 1990s could be the 
death of indestructible Brit- 
ish super-spy James Bond. 

Tbe end of the cold war 
and tbe rise of AIDS and 
political correctness cast 
doubts on Agent OOTs two 
main objectives of making 
love to beautiful women 


outwitting tbe Rus- 
sians. 

British actor Timothy 
Dalton quit tbe role this 
tnontb after appearing in 
only two Bond Sims in eight 
years. 

Previous Bonds Sean 
Connery and Roger Moore 
made seven each and be- 
came household names in 
the film series which has 
earned a record Si billion 
worldwide. 

T believe it is time to 
leave the wonderful image 
behind and accept the chal- 
lenge of creating new 
ones , " Dalton said. 

Some commentators have 
said the "wonderful image 9 ' 



of the fast-living British spy 
with a licence to kill has no 
place in the 1990s. 

"In a political sense Bond 
is dated. Tbe films do spring 
from a cold war world view. 
The films' view of women is 
utterly out of date,” said 
Hugo Davenport , film critic 
of the Daily Telegraph. 

Respected actress Honor 
Blackman, who played 
Bond Girl Pussy Galore in 
the 1964 Connery film 
Goldfinger said: "1 really 
wish they didn't continue 
with Bond girls, because it 
is not the most admirable 
part of James’ character." 

The films are loosely 
based on plots and charac- 
ters from novets by Ian 
Fleming. In the films Flem- 
ing's Russian spy organisa- 
tion. Smersb, became Spec- 
tre lead by the evil genius 
Blofeld. 

Dalton was chosen to 
bring Fleming's original 
style to tbe films, giving 
Bond a harder edge and 
placing less reliance on gim- 
micky gadgets, special 
effects and frequent sex. 

Dalton's films, Tbe Liv- 
ing Daylights and Licence 
To Kill . were different from 
those starring Moore and 
Connery, such as Tbe Spy 
Who Loved Me and From 
Russia With Love. The 
Russians were no longer tbe 
enemy and tbe Bond 
girls were genuine charac- 
ters, not just pretty laces. 

Now tbe hunt is on to find 
a new Bond and bis first 
mission is to be a hit with 
1990s film-goers. 
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HogerMoore nWthJane Soymour In tin Bond film Uvm 
And Let Diti 


T imot h y Belton as James Bond 1990s Gbn-goers. set 


"You can't stay stuck 
while the rest of the world 
moves around you. But 
Bond can change, that is 
one of the film’s great 
strengths said Amanda 
Schofield of Eon Produc- 
tions. which with producer 
Cubby Broccoli . has made 
16 Bond films since 1962. 
They begin filming their 
17th later this year. 

The trend towards a 
realistic , less frivolous char- 
acter is expected to con- 
tinue. 

“ There is 00 reason to 
change the direction tbe 
films are going. Dalton was 
very good, he is my 
favourite Bond , ” said Scho- 
field. 

But some do not want to 
see Bond change. Graham 


Rye runs the James Bond 
007 Fan Club and Archive. 

"People don’t want to see 
realism. The success of the 
Bond films was based on 
fantasy . People want to see 
great stunts, brilliant sets 
and beautiful, accessible 
women,” he said. 

Mr. Rye believes Bond 
can defeat the challenge of 
Hollywood action heroes 
like Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger, whose stunt-packed 
film Terminator 2 cost a 
record $95 million. 

"American films don't 
have Bond's British class 
and beautifully designed 


American action films. 
Schwarzenegger and Ram- 
bo star Sylvester Stallone 
are both 50-1 outsiders to 
be tbe next Bond. 

Since 1988 Mr. Rye has 
run tbe fan club as a so r- 
day-a-week full-time job. It 
has 2,500 members in 42 
countries and sends out a 
magazine three times a year 
to more than 4,000 people. 

Mr. Rye wants to see the 
next Bond film go back 
to tbe old swashbuckling 
style. " I hope it will, but I 
suspect it won't. They 
(Bond film makers) seem to 
have tbe idea that it is based 



Sean Connery as James Bond 


sets. Bond should lead tbe ■ on realism,” be said. 


film world, not follow, ’’ be 
said. 

Bookmakers William Hill 
also believe Bond has a 
different appeal from 


Some things have not 
changed. The new, grittier 
Bond will still need sex 
appeal. 

“ Bond is suave and soph- 


isticated. He has to be a 
gentleman but there has to 
be a tough side to him too,” 
said Ms. Schofield. 

Irish actor Pierce Bros- 
nan is the bookmakers’ 2-1 
favourite to be the fifth 
Bond. Many believe he 
would please critics from 
both sides of the debate. 

Fleming described Bond 
as blue-eyed, tall and black 
haired with a complexion 
tanned by foreign climates. 
Brosnan's dark, brooding 
looks make him Mr. Rye's 


number one choice to con- 
tinue the Bond tradition. 

"No one else is even 
close. He has the look a 
great Bond should have. He 
can also carry off the cutting 
wit,” said Mr. Rye. 

It seems Bond will always 
be as lethal with a one-liner 
as he is with a Waltber 
PKK. And according to Mr. 
Rye be will need to be. 

" There'll always be a 
megalomaniac somewhere 
trying to take over tbe 
world,” be said. 






Summer movies: Familiar genres feature unfamiliar faces 
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By John Horn 

The Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — If you 
cab describe a movie m a 
sentence, odds are it’s com- 
ing out this summer: 

John Goodman is Fred 
JF7intsfone. Bingo. Tbe 
Flintstones. 

Eddie Mmpby plays that 
detective again. No sweat. 


Beverly HiBs Cop HI. 

Mel Gibson remakes tbe 
James Gamer TV western. 
Easy. Maverick. 

Tbe summer film season 
is packed with an assort- 
ment of no-brainers, easy- 
to-sell sequels and lowbrow 
star vehicles. 

Billy Crystal returns in 
City Slickers and there's yet 
another Karate Kid update 
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Mel Gib&oa in Tequila Sanrise 


(without the karate kid him- 
self, since he's now in his 
30s). Watch for a movie 
version of Lassie and be 
warned now: Keanu Reeves 
has tbe title role in Little 
Buddha. 

Nearly 60 movies will be 
released nationally between 
Memorial Day and Labour 
Day. Tbe most notable 
summer titles include Dis- 
ney’s animated Tbe Lion 
King, Arnold Schwarzeneg- 
ger’s $100 million gamble 
True Lies and the late com- 
edian John Candy's last 
movie. Wagons East. 

It's the year's most profit- 
able season, and tbe studios 
aren’t about to gamble. 

Except a little. 

la the year's most surpris- 
ing casting decisions, a cou- 
ple of Hollywood's most re- 
spected performers — Jeff 
Bridges and Mery! Streep 
— are setting aside their 
typically somber and often 
obscure screen images to 
anchor two of the season’s 
bigbest-profile movie thril- 
lers. 

Following last year’s 
tittle-seen Fearless and tbe 
small independent film 
American Heart, Bridges 
will star in July l*s Blown 
Away as the leader of the 


Boston bomb squad. 

Streep, whose credits in- 
clude tire Australian story 
A Cry In The Dark and the 
epic Out Of Africa, chucks 
her various accents to play 
an American white water 
guide in tbe action film The 
River Wild, due in August. 
Ever die method actress, 
Streep even did her own 
stunt work. 

Audiences will have tbe 
last word on whether tbe 
casting-against-type works. 
The movies’ directors are 
confident h does. 

"I just thought it would 
be a lot of fan to see her 
doing something so diffe- 
rent from the perceived per- 
sona that she has,” says 
Curtis Hanson, who 
directed Streep in Tbe Riv- 
er Wild. 

"I'm a big fan of Meryl, 
and I don't mean this to be 
pejorative, but I felt that 
many times people have 
admired her acting and tbe 
characters she has played 
without identifying so much 
with those characters. And 
I thought if we could put 
her in a movie where the 
audience really gets sucked 
in to identify with her... 
that we would have some- 
thing that would really be 
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LIST OF SUMMER MOVIES 


By TTie Associated Press 

BETWEEN Memorial Day and Labour Day, tbe major 
Hollywood studios and independents will release nearly 
69 maior motion pictures. Release dates are subject to 
change^and several films will debut in limited markets 

£££%* C.p m.mm Murphy. 
Mav 27- The Ftinstones, John Goodman. 

Z gZjL uSfe Ms Bop* / Make It, Uoa 

Way Wgody ffamboo 

— jane l R^JLnceMaa, Danny Devito; Endless 
SunJTn.: %£**ney Continues, Bruce Broun, 

^une 10: Gty Sm^2, ** 

Rose Troche, director, Speed, 

- Jane 35: The lAon Kmgo CuUda; 

Wyatt 

. _ u- 

North, Efijah Wood; Lassie, Helen o , 


Happen To You, Nicolas Cage. 

— July IS: Forrest Gamp, Tom Hanks; True Lies, 
Arnold Schwarzenegger; MI Vida Loca , Alison Anders, 
director. 

— July 20: Little Big League, Jason Robards; Black 
Beauty, David Tbewlis. 

— July 22: Terminal Velocity, Charlie Sheen; Tbe 
Client, Susan Sarandon . 

— July 27: M3k Money, Melanie Griffith. 

— July 29: A Low Down Dirty Shame, Keenen Ivory 
Wayans; Yellow Dog, Aflmi Rogers; The Mask, Jim 
Carrey; Camilla, Bridget Fonda. 

— Aug. 3: The Scout, Albert Brooks. 

— Aug. 5: Natural Bern Killers , Woody Harrdson; 
Camp Nowhere, Christopher Lloyd; Karate Kid 4, Pat 
Morita. 

Aug. 12: Clear And Present Danger, Harrison Ford; A 
Troll In Central Park, animated; Jerky Boys, Kama I. 

— Aug. 39: Andre, Keith Carradine; Conina Corn- 
ua, Whoopi Goldbergs Blankman, Damon Wayans. 

— Sometime in August: The River Wild, Meryl 
Streep; Tbe Little Rascals, Steven Spielberg, producer; 
Wagons East, John Candy; In Tbe Army Now, Pauly 
Shore; Ed Wood, Johnny Depp; Simple Twist Of Fate, 
Steve Martin; Little Buddha, Keanu Reeves; Pulp 
Fiction, Vma Thurman; Highlander IB: The Magician, 
Christopher Lambert; Queen Margo, Isabelle Adjani; 
Barcelona, Whit Stillman , director. 

— Sept. 2: It's Pat: The Movie , Julia Sweeney. 


special.” 

Streep plays Gail Hart- 
man, whose failing mar- 
riage to David Strathaim is 
as -turbulent as tbe rajxtds' 
where the family vacations. 
Tbe whitewater expedition 
turns calamitous when the 
Hartmans meet up with bad 
guy Kevin Bacon. 

Filmed on Oregon's 
Rogue and Montana’s 
Kootenai and Flathead Riv- 
ers, " Tbe River Wild aims 
to turn die usual male ac- 
tion story upside-down. 

“First of all, (Streep’s) 
character is a wife and 
mother, which are trappings 
tbe typical male action hero 
does not bring along, ” Han- 
son says. 

"What motivates Meryl's 
character in this whole story 
is taking a trip to bring her 
family closer together. ...It 
ends up bring about that — 
but in a very different way 
than was anticipated.” 

opposite ^MEasrivood in 
2974's Thunderbolt And 
Ugfatfoot and Glenn Close 
in 1985's Jagged Edge. For 
the most part, however, tbe 
actor has shunned such 
mainstream roles in favour 
of modest stories driven by 
interesting characters aria 
thoughtful screenplays — in 
other words, nobody sees 
his movies. 

That may change this 
summer. 

In Blown Away, a big- 
budget story from recently 
moribund MGM, Bridges' 
bomb-squad expert must 
outwit and survive a fien- 
dish bomber, played by 
Tommy Lee Jones. 

“I expressed an interest 
in Jeff and Tommy to play 
tbe roles and I thought they 
both would say no because 
at that time neither was 
known as an action star,” 
says Blown Away director 
Stephen Hopkins. Jones 
bad not yet appeared in The 
Fugitive when Blown Away 
was cast. 

Hopkins , whose credits 
include Predator 2 and 
Judgment Night, says 
Blown Away hopes to dis- 
tinguish itself from other 
action films by focusing as 
much on story as on 
pyrotechnics. 

"A lot of tbe people in 
the film are much more real 
than we are used to, ” Hop- 
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Eddie Murphy 0***) in Beverly HiOs Cop II 

kins says. “In my other are different. That's my 
films, it's usually ‘blow up feeling about it,” Zemeckis , 

large areas of real estate says. < 

and kill, as many people as k j 


possible. 

Blown Away, be says, 
“looks different. It doesn't 
look like it's going to be a 
big slugfost. hi some ways, 
it's funnier. A lot of the fun 
stuff in tbe film is suspense 
— and tbe suspense won’t 
work if tbe characters are 
not conceived well.” 

Actors such as Bridges 
and Streep aren't tbe only 
ones charting new courses 
this summer. Director 
Robert Zemeckis, familiar 
for the Back To The Future 
movies, is directing what 
appears to be one of the 
summer's more original and 
heartfelt stories. 

Forrest Gump, opening 
July 15, stats Philadelphia 
Oscar winner Tom Hanks 
as a simple-minded hero of 
war ana business not cut 
tom the usual matinee idol 
partem. 

Co-starring Robin 
Wright, Forrest Gump can- 
not be easily described: It 
tries to mine a new story- 
telling vein. Facing such 
simply sold concept movies 
as City Slickers 2 and The 
Flintstones, Forrest Gump 
ends up looking unusual — 
and tricky to promote. 

"I think people ultimate- 
ly want to see things that 


are different. That's my 
feeling about it,” Zemeckis 
says. 

Many summer movies , 
Zemeckis concedes, 
“ already have pre-sell. 
They're already in the pub- 
lic consciousness. So when 
you have a movie like For- 
rest Gump . yep, it's a real 


tough one. But then I think 
it’s very rewarding: ft be- 
comes a two-phased, very 
bard thing to do. 

“First, you have to make 
a movie that people really 
enjoy. Then you have to get 
the word out to them, ” be 
says. “You can 't just do one 
without tbe other.” 
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rchers find gene that controls biological clock in mouse 
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-• By Paul Recer 
r The Associated Press 

; WASHINGTON — A gene 
jpr the internal clock that 
l sends the body wake-up 
-Manns in the morning and 
Jtrings on slumber at night 
thas been located in labora- 
tory mice , a finding that 
may prompt a similar dis- 
■fcoveiy in humans. 

; ; Joseph Takahashi of 
J Northwestern University, 
-senior author of a report 
\ published in the journal Sci- 
ence, said the research 
- could lead to drugs that will 


By Andrew Kelly 
Reuter 

•THE HAGUE — Tubercu- 
losis causes more deaths 
~ than AIDS , malaria and 
cholera combined, but the 
United Nations ’ health 
agency says the world has 
largely ignored it. 

Despite a cheap and 
effective cure, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) says years of neg- 
lect have allowed the dis- 
ease to spread and potent 
drug-resistant strains to 
emerge. 

• “ For almost everybody 
it's been a low priority" 
Richard Bumgarner, depu- 
ty manager of the WHO 
Tuberculosis Programme , 
told Reuters during a visit 
to the Hague. 

: Rich countries have over- 
looked tuberculosis in their 


overcome jet lag , keep 
night workers from falling 
asleep on the job and solve 
narcolepsy , one of the most 
common sleep disorders. 

The biological dock , lo- 
cated in the brain , controls 
the daily , or circadian , 
rhythms of life. It somehow 
triggers changes that invigo- 
rate or slow down the body 
on a 24-hour cycle. It is the 
circadian rhythm that is dis- 
rupted by rapid flight across 
time zones, causing jet lag. 

Circadian rhythms have 
long fasdnated and con- 


founded scientists, promp- 
ting research into sleep and 
into how humans adapt to 
daylight and darkness. But 
the work by Dr. Takahashi 
and his group is the first to 
locate in a mammal the 
gene that plays a key role in 
the cyde. 

Dr. Takahashi said re- 
searchers in his lab located 
the gene by finding and 
then breeding mice that 
lacked the gene. 

'■We isolated the muta- 
tion which affects the arca- 
dian dock in the moose,” 
be said. “With this muta- 


tion, the mouse loses (its) 
arcadian rhythm com- 
pletely.” 

The gene was located by 
an ingenious system that 
measured the circadian 
rhythm of 300 mice auto- 
matically at the same time. 

.Dr. Takahashi said that 
exercise wheels in each of 
the mouse cages were con- 
nected to a computer. 
When each mouse awoke 
and started exercising, a 
switch was thrown that re- 
corded the time. 

“They all started within a 
minute or two of the same 


time each day, ” be said. 

Except for one mouse. 

Researchers discovered 
that this rodent started an 
hour later each day. When 
it was bred, some of its 
descendants also started 
late. 

By comparing the genetic 
pattern of the prompt and 
the tardy mice. Dr. Taka- 
hashi said they located a 
single mutation in an area 
of Chromosome 5. 

More mice were bred un- 
til there were lab animals 
that contained double 
mutations in the Chromo- 


some 5, which means they 
had no norma/ gene for the 
circadian rhythm. 

These mice started their 
exercise four hours later 
each day, evidence of a 
body clock ticking com- 
pletely different than that of 
the average mouse. Even- 
tually. said Dr. Takahashi, 
the mice with double muta- 
tions lost ail regularity in 
their daily activity. Their 
biological clock was 
broken. 

Dr. Takahashi said it is 
fortunate that the clock 




gene is on mouse Chromo- 
some 5. Other researchers 
already have established 
that this chromosome car- 
ries many of the functions 
found on human Chromo- 
some 4. He said researchers 
now can narrow the search 
for the human body clock 
gene. 

Once the gene is isolated 
and cloned. Dr. Takahashi 
said researchers will be able 
to identify the protein that 
it produces. This protein 
could then, perhaps, be 
used to create a drug that 
would permit control of the 


circadian rhythm in hu- 
mans. t 

41 This could be very im- 
portant , ” said Dr. Jean- 
Ban! Spire, professor of 
neurology at the University 
of Chicago and head of a 
sleep disorder treatment 
service. “This is the dock 
that makes us all tick and it 
was only located about 10 
years ago.” 

Science , which published 
the Takahashi study , is the 
journal of the American 
Association for the 
Advancement of Science. 




WHO sounds alarm over new 
threat from an old killer 


foreign aid programmes and 
poor countries have also 
placed it near the bottom of 
their agenda. Tuberculosis 
control projects have conse- 
quent// suffered from a 
shortage of money. 

"We have been living 
band to mouth, begging /or 
the odd $100,000 or 
$200,000 here and there.” 
Dr. Bumgarner said. 

The WHO has called on 
rich countries to provide an 
extra $100 million a year to 
help poor countries tight 
the disease, saying this 
would save 12 million lives 
over the next 10 years. 

If its plan is not adopted. 


the agency says, the annual 
number of tuberculosis 
deaths will rise to four mil- 
lion a year by 2004 from 
three million a year now. 

In 1990 aid donors spent 
$185 million on fighting 
AIDS in developing coun- 
tries but only $16 mtition on 
tuberculosis, though it kil- 
led five times as many peo- 
pie. 

The World Bank has con- 
cluded that tuberculosis 
control is one of the most 
cost-effecti ve forms of 
treatment, costing as tittle 
as $0.90 for each year added 
to a patient's life. 


"If you want value for 
money, tuberculosis is a 
fabulous disease to invest 
in,” Dr. Bumgarner said. 

Unfortunately many doc- 
tors and ‘public health offi- 
cials have viewed it as un- 
worthy of their attention. 

"Let’s face it, its not very 
sexy to deal with an oid 
infectious disease like TB... 
Its old, its dirty, it affects 
poor people who don’t 
vote, ” Dr. Bumgarner said. 

-The WHO itself was part- 
ly to blame for failing to 
convey clearly the costs and 
benefits of tuberculosis con- 
trol, he said. 

That has changed. The 


agency is promoting a six- 
month course of treatment 
which can cure a patient 
and prevent him or her 
from infecting others for as 
little as $13. 

Well-run programmes 
have already enabled coun- 
tries such as China, Chile, 
Honduras, Malawi, 
Malaysia and Tanzania to 
achieve cure rates of 80 per 
cent or more. 

Patients must be carefully 
supervised because failure 
to complete the treatment 
can give rise to drug- 
resistant strains of the dis- 
ease which can be costly or 
impossible to cure. 


Drug resistance develops 
when a patient does not 
finish the course of medi- 
cine, allowing some germs 
to survive and multiply after 
they have acquired resist- 
ance to the drugs. 

“ Health workers must 
directly observe the swal- 
lowing of those drugs, re- 
cord it in a special ledger 
and supervise and analyse 
that ledger,” Dr. Bumgar- 
ner said. 

Whenever a correctly 
administered programme is 
put into place it quickly 
brings tangible results. 

" Most medical program- 
mes are evaluated in terms 
of the resources they use, 
but in TB we count the 
number of people cured, 
not the number of pills 
given , ” Dr. Bumgarner 
said. 








By Jc&h Ms&SxzbS 

Reuter 

PRAGUE — Scientists re- 
unaf baffled by the global 
s&e mergence of tuberculo- 
sis (TB), especially bydn ig- 
resistant strains of tbs dead- 
ly disease , a top U.S. re- 
searcher said.' • 

"The state of scientific 
ignorance in the pathogene- 


sis of TB is enormous. We 
really don't know how the 
organism enters the body, 
attaches to tissue cells, in- 
vades, survives, grows, 
spreads,” Dr. Barry Bloom 
told die opening session of 
the sixth m tera UM— I con- 
gress for infectious diseases. 
— ^Fundamentally we don’t 
have any idea why tubercu- 
losis kills ceffs, causes dis- 


ease, talk people, nor has 
any single gene been identi- 
fied that is known to be 
responsible far the viru- 
lence of this organism. ” 
The World Health Orga- 
nisation (WHO) has de- 
clared a worldwide health 
e mer g en cy on tuberculosis. 
the- airborne - disease 
thought to have been vir- 
tually eradicated less than a 


decade ago. 

The WHO called on rich 
countries to provide an ex- 
tra $100 million a year to 
help poor countries tight 
the disease, saying this 
would save 12 million lives 
over the next 10 years. 

If its plan is not adopted, 
the agency says, the annual 
number of TB deaths will 
rise to four million a year by 
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2004 from three million a 
year now. 

In 1990 rich countries 
spent $185 million on fight- 
ing AIDS in developing 
countries but only $16 mil- 
lion on tuberculosis though 
it killed five times as many 
people. 

Dr. Bloom, who is in 
charge of tuberculosis re- 
search at the Albert Ein- 
stein Clinic in New York , 
told hundreds of his col- 
leagues that poverty has 
been the most pervasive 
factor in the re-emergence 
of TB, regardless of the 
overall wealth of a country. 

While TB is mostly cur- 
able — over 90 per cent of 
cases recover after full 
treatment — some cases 
have spawned dangerous 
drug-resistant strains of the 
disease. 

Dr. Bloom’s clinic stu- 
died 224 tuberculosis pa- 
tients at a hospital in Har- 
lem in New York, where 
only 11 per cent of patients 
completed full treatment. 

Of the patients studied, 
32 died directly from tuber- 
culosis. 

“We have now analysed 
those who have the more 
interesting . transmitted 
strains... almost 50 per cent 
are resistant to one drug 
and 24 per cent are multi- 
drug resistant , ” Dr. Bloom 


told the conference. 

"So this is much different 
than the patterns that one 
might have expected to 
see. ” 

Dr. Bloom said that only 
five percent of the TB cases 
studied were homeless and 
neither was alcohol or in- 
travenous drug use statisti- 
cal/ a Factor. 

But be said that an over- 
whelming number of cases 
came in dusters from run- 
down neighbourhoods. 

"This relates to the social 
milieu of poor ventilation, 
poor nutrition, crowding , 
and most of all poverty, ”he 
said. 

Dr. Bloom said that data 
from the U.S. Centres for 
Disease Control showed 
that it took an average of 11 
weeks from the collection of 
the specimen to identify and 
isolate whether the patient 
was resistant or susceptible. 

“We want to develop an 
inexpensive, low technolo- 
gy, diagnostic test, which 
would more quickly identify 
the presence of drug-resis- 
tant organisms , " Dr. Bloom 
said. 

He said his clinic was 
studying a diagnostic pro- 
cess which would allow de- 
tection of drug-resistant 
strains within two to three 
days . but the method is still 
being studied. 
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Estrogen counters 
bone-thinning linked 
to thyroid therapy 


By Brenda C. Coleman 

The Associated Press 

CHICAGO — ■* Estrogen 
counters the bone thinning 
ass&iated with high-dose 
thyroid hormone therapy in 
woman over 50. researchers 
say. 

Smaller studies previous- 
ly reported the link between 
thyroid hormone therapy 
and bone thinning, which 
puts women at greater risk 
of fractures , said the resear- 
chers. 

This study of nearly 1,000 
women is the first to find 
that women who took both 
Estrogen and thyroid hor- 
mones had bones as healthy 
as if they had never re- 
ceived thyroid hormones, 
said Dr. David S. Cooper, 
director of endocrinology at 
Sinai Hospital of Baltimore 


and co-director of the Thyr- 
oid Clinic at Johns Hopkins 
Hospital. 

Dr. Cooper is not a mem- 
ber of the team, led by Dr. 
Diane L. Schneider of the 
University of Califomia- 
San Diego, that reported its 
findings in the Journal ot 
the American Medical 
Assodation. 

Thyroid hormones are 
among the most frequently 
prescribed drugs in Amer- 
ica. 

Most of the millions of 
patients who take them 
must do so indefinitely to 
counteract the hormone de- 
ficiency created by an 
underactive, damaged or 
removed thyroid gland. In- 
sufficient thyroid hormones 
can lead to tiredness, dry 
skin, hair loss and weight 
grin. 


Bangladesh 

troops fight 
malaria as well 
as insurgency 


Science ‘hugely ignorant’ about TB 


By Nadeem Qadnr 

Agence France' Presse" 

KHAGRACHARI, Bang- 
ladesh — Hundreds of 
Bangladeshi troops and 
officials stationed in this 
rugged frontier hill district 
tight a dual battle: Against 
armed insurgents and 
malaria-carrying mosquitos. 

“ I was struck with malar- 
ia 21 times during the past 
two-and-balf years , ” said 
policeman Firoze, posted in 
this southeastern Buddhist 
tribal district. He said the 
bouts with malaria have 
weakened him, and he now 
suffers from headaches and 
giddiness. 

A doctor in a local army 
medical corps (AMC) unit 
said more than 1,000 of the 
troops in the area are in- 
fected by the disease every 
year , in addition to 
thousands of police and 
other officials in the district. 

"No one is spared here 
from malaria and 10 to 12 
per cent of the attacked 
die ” be said, adding be 
could not give centralised 
figures of dead or stricken 
victims. 

Tribesman Frew Chakma 
of a nearby village also suf- 
fers from the disease and 
said he was taking herbal 
medicine. 

“ Sometimes we go to the 
government hospital but 
generations have survived 
with herbal medicines,” he 
said. 

Nasir Ahmad Chow- 
dhury, a doctor at a govern- 
ment hospital here, said 
there were a large number 
of malaria cases in the re- 
gion comprising Kbag- 
raebari and neighbouring 
Rangamati and Bandarban 
districts, bordering India 
and Burma. 

“Tribal (people) treat 
themselves with indigenous 
medicines because they are 
largely uneducated and do 
not trust modern medi- 
an es,” he said. 

Dr. Cbowdhury, a 


Bengali-speaking Muslim 
from the plain, said a com- 
mon strain of malaria was 
the deadly plasmodium fal- 
ciparum, transmitted by 
large-size bush mosquitos. 
It causes cerebral malaria 
which affects the brain. 

“Basic treatment is 
Quinine,” be said. 

Other strains of malaria 
repeatedly affect the same 
person “ mostly because of 
inadequate or terminated 
treatments,” be said. 

Dr. Cbowdhury said of 
the total reported cases, 40 
per cent are cerebral malar- 
ia, and of these tive per cent 
are fatal. 

An AMC medic said 
security forces who contract 
cerebral malaria are mostly 
taken by army helicopters 
to a nearby military hospital 
in Chittagong. 

Malaria , doctors said , 
was rampant the year- 
round, and basically had no 
age bar, although children f 
were more vulnerable. 

“It has also a psycholo- 
gical impact on troops who 
remains under great press- 
ure” while on duty in re- 
mote jungles where mos- 
quitos are frequent , Dr. 
Cbowdhury said. 

Debaranjan Chakma, a 
local tribesman, said he had 
lost two of his children due 
to “ high fever,” and that 
current// a third one was 
suffering. 

“I don’t know what (dis- 
ease) it is, but (we are) 
giving the child herbal 
medicine... maybe we will 
go to hospital if she becom- 
es too sick, ” he said of his 
young daughter. 

The World Health Orga- 
nisation says malaria has 
returned with a vengeance 
around the world after a 
mass eradication campaign 
in the late 1970s. 

According to Health 
Ministry estimates quoted 
in 1987, malaria bad re- 
turned to 49 of Bang V- 
ladesh’s 64 districts. It kil- 
led 155 people in 1986. 


ANSWERS 

BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

J. (a) Rome 

(b) Chicago 

(c) Cairo 

(d) Paris 

(e) Philadelphia 

(f) New York 

2. (i) Corsica 
(ii) Elba 

(Hi) St. Helena 

3. The Netherlands. 

h stands for Koninklijke Luchtvaart Maatvh^ - 
(Dutch Air Lines). 33 tscba PptJ 

4. People’s Republic of China. 

5. William C. Handy. 

PUZZLES 
(A) How is your vocabulary? 


1. VATICAN. NACRINE 

2. DESCANT, UNACTED 

3. UNCANNY, MANACLE 

4. SCANDAL , FURNACE 

5. CANVASS, SARANAC 


6. canteen, a 

7. SCANNED, Si 

8. VACANCY ; A 

9. CHICANE, El 
10 PELICAN, Nj 


(B) Find the missing number 

The missing number is 54. 
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Palestinians see Cairo 
accord with scepticism 


King: Lack of coordination poses danger 


By Natasha Bukhari 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Palestinians are 
suspicious of agreements on 
paper and are anticipating the 
actual implementation of the 
historic accord on self-rule of 
Gaza and Jericho, according to 
Saleh Ra’fat, a member of the 
Palestine Central Council. 

“Palestinians are suspicious 
. of the new Cairo agreement, 
especially with the Israeli 
occupation forces* closure of 
the city of Jerusalem and the 
aafitary constraints Israelis are 
exercising on Palestinians in 
the West Bank and Gaza 
• Strip,” Mr. Ra'fat told the 
Jordan Times on Wednesday. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin Wednesday 
signed the agreement on self- 
rule in Gaza and Jericho in 
Cairo. The agreement, which 
was under negotiation for the 
last six months, will clear the 
way for the first Israeli with- 
drawal from the Palestinian 
areas it seized in the 1967 war. 

Palestinians are divided in 
the way they look at the peace 
talks. There are those who 
fully support the talks and back 
the negotiators. Then there are 
those who back the principle of 
peace but want a tougher stand 
tn negotiations. And last there 
are those who oppose the prin- 
ciple of making peace with 
Israel altogether. 

Ibrahim Quba'a. also a 
member of the Palestine Cen- 
tral Council, told the Jordan 
Times that he saw the signing 
of the Cairo agreement as a 
coup which is bound to shock 
and confuse the Palestinians no 
matter how prepared they 
thought they were. “While 
Nayef Hawatmeh says that 
Wednesday was a black day in 
the history of the Palestinian 
people, I consider it to be a 
milestone that marks the be- 
ginning of the ushering in of an 
independent Palestinian enti- 
ty,’* said. Mr. Quba*a. 

Nayef Hawatmeh, the leader 
of the Democratic Front for 
the Liberation of Palestine 
(DFLP), and George Habash, 
the leader of the Popular Front 
for foe liberation of Palestine 


(PFLP) lead a 10-faction coali- 
tion that includes the Islamic 
Resistance Movement. 
Hamas. The coalition operates 
from Damascus, and has fol- 
lowers in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

Mr. Quba'a urged Mr. 
Hawatmeh to show courage 
and stop talking about nothing 
but the “humiliating submis- 
sion of the PLO.” 

Mr. Ra'fat, a member of the 
DFLP faction that supports the 
peace talks accused Palestinian 
negotiators of submitting to 
humiliating conditions in the 
Cairo agreement which, he 
said, contradicts the clauses of 
the Oslo agreement. He said 
that while the Oslo agreement 
gave Israelis the right to secure 
order only within Israeli settle- 
ments. the Cairo agreement 
stipulates that Israeli forces 
will continue to operate in 
Jericho and the Gaza Strip. 

Ibrahim Abu Ayyash, also a 
member of the Palestine Cen- 
tral Council, urged all Palesti- 
nians to join forces to make 
successful the implementation 
of the Cairo agreement, which. 
He said, fell short of addressing 
major issues. Mr. Abu Ayyash 
added that one cannot but fear 
the consequences of the auton- 
omy accord as it failed ro attain 
major achievements. 

“While we are signing peace 
agreements, Israelis are estab- 
lishing more settlements in 
different areas of the occupied 
territories, and that is very 
worrying," Mr. Abu Ayyash 
said. 

Mr. Ra'fat, however, said 
that be hoped for the establish- 
ment of a “real” Palestinian 
authority in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip in order to reclaim 
Jerusalem and end all forms of 
Israeli occupation. 

Mr. Quba'a criticised the 
Palestinian negotiators for 
what he called tbeir failure to 
coordinate with the Jordanian 
government where the peace 
talks are concerned. 

“Palestinians and Jordanians 
‘are one body, and this lade of 
coordination will reflect nega- 
tively on the future Palestinian 
entity if the situation is not 
corrected,” Mr. Quba’a said. 


(Continued from page 1) 

process would have any effects 
on the regional economic situa- 
tion in the wake of the 
Palestinian-Israeli economic 
accord signed in Paris, King 
Hussein said Jordan was de- 
manding a balanced deal in the 
economic process, especially 
concerning the question of 
boycott of trade between Israel 
and the Arabs. 

“This is not a mere question 
of Arab countries boycotting 
Israel but of dealing with 
Israel's practice of imposing 
protectionist measures against 
us and against the Palestinians 
and the other Arab countries,” 
the King said. 

“In my view these and other 
relevant questions have to be 
settled in a sound and fair- 
manner to pave the ground for 
sound economic and trade 
dealings in the future,” King 
Hussein said. 

“On the other hand, when 
peace is achieved, we would 


have the chance to tackle ur- 
gent questions that would 
transform our lives for the bet- 
ter,” he said. He noted that 
there are such pressing issues 
like the water rights because 
“we want to have our full share 
of the region's water resources, 
especially in the light of indica- 
tions that the available water 
resources in Jordan would nor 
be sufficient' for domestic con- 
sumption in the coming few 
years and there is need for 
alternative resources." 

"We have to implement the 
items listed in the Jordanian- 
Israeli agenda to ensure (he 
return of occupied Jordanian 
land and when these lands 
have been returned to Jordan's 
sovereignty discussion can start 
on what can be done in the 
Jordan Valley, starting with 
the northern areas and the 
water resources," he said. 

Asked to sum up the Jorda- 
nian stand vis-a-vis the peace 
process in the light of Am- 
man's refusal to sign a separate 
peace treaty with Israel, the 


King said that it would be 
strange and ridiculous to ask 
Jordan to sign a peace treaty 
and then sit down to negotiate 
the details. 

“If this is what is proposed 
to us, it would mean capitula- 
tion and not real peace- 
making,” the King said. 

“We insist that all issues 
along all tracks be settled first 
so that peace would crown 
satisfactory solutions,” King 
Hussein stressed. “Peace can- 
not be achieved without tack- 
ling all the outstanding issues,” 
he said. 

On progress along the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks in the 
peace process following Syria's 
declared acceptance of the 
concept of a peace treaty with 
Israel, King Hussein said 
though Jordan is concentrating 
on bilateral issues with Israel it 
realises that progress along the 
other tracks is of concern to 
the Kingdom as well, especial- 
ly the question of water re- 
sources. 

“Such questions require 


farther discussions as they 
affect the lives of all people in 
the region and then we can ask 
tite world to come and help us 
in the process of formulating a 
peaceful future,” the King 
said. 

“In my view, the Assad- 
Qinton meeting was useful and 
important because it created 
mutual confidence as 1 have 
felt in my meeting with the 
American president and the 
Syrian leader,” the King said. 
“This confidence encourages 
us and gives us hope that mat- 
ters are heading in the right 

direction.” 

“It should be noted here that 
the U.S. president and his 
administration face continued 
pressure and there are parties 
that try to impose their own 
stands in favour of Israel, espe- 
cially in this critical stage when 
a durable and just peace is 
being sought. But what is more 
disturbing at this stage is to see 
the Arab side in total dis- 
array,” the King added. 

Answering a question about 
the status of Jerusalem, the 
King said: “We are in contact 


with the U.S. administration 
demanding a dear position-^ 
with regard to U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 904 and 
Washington's stand. We are 
hoping that the American 
stand vis-a-vis the holy city has 
not changed.” 

But, he said, time will judge 
whether there was a change in 
the American stand and if a 
change has happened then it 
would be due to failure on the 
part of the Arabs in adopting a 
collective stand and would 
mean adverse setbacks con- 
cerning Arab national in- 
terests. 

Asked whether Jordan has 
been the target of terrorist 
campaigns at the domestic and . 
external fronts perpetrated by 
the Abu Nidal group and 
whether Libya had anything to 
do with such operations, the 
King said that the assassination 
of Jordanian diplomat Naeb 
Maaytah in Lebanon was not 
the first terrorist action against 
the Kingdom. 

“The Abu Nidal group had 
had other similar roles in the 
past and committed other 


crimes, and we can only wait 
-for the results of the investiga- 
tions in Lebanon and we 
appreciate efforts by Syria and 
Lebanon in this concern,” the 
King said. 

“Once we had gathered all 
the details, we would rel^y 
them to the Arab countries 
where' Abu Nidal and his group 
operate and sound out their 
views concerning such opera- 
tions which have served tfie 
enemies of the Arab World 
and damaged Arab interests,” 
he said. k 

Asked on how he viewed the 
future of Arab solidarity and 
possible unity, the King sajd 
that be was not in a position to 
answer this question in an 
absolute sense, noting that Up 
was realistic to believe that “no 
one under the present cir- 
cumstances can describe the 
prevailing situation as solidar- 
ity or unity among Arabs OS 
even coordination or coopera- 
tion even at the lowest mini- 
mum level.” 

He said Jordan was never- 
theless maintaining wide con- 
tacts seeking joint Arab action. 


House session breaks up after argument I Negotiations on screen, Israel-PLO style 


Majesty King Hussein's recent 
speech during the celebrations 
of the completion of the res- 
toration work on the Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Kabariti said the Jorda- 
nian position is in harmony 
with that of* the Jordanian peo- 
ple and the Kingdom's parti- 
cipation in the peace talks was 
part of a national strategy 
stemming from the fact that 
“we have to negotiate so that 
we will be players and not a 
playing field.” 

Deputy Toujan Faisal attri- 
buted the failure of the House 
to adopt the statement conde- 
mning the Cairo accord to the 
unwillingness of some deputies 
to “anger the government, the 
United States, Egypt or even 
(Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak) Rabin,” but other de- 
puties saw in Ms. Faisal’s state- 
ment a distortion of the stand 
of the House. 

Most of the 20 deputies who 
spoke during the meeting were 
opposed to the agreement and 
no one has the right to ques- 
tion the position of other law- 
makers, said Deputy Abdul 


(Continued from page 1) 


Rauf Al Rawabdeb in reaction 
to Ms. Faisal's statement. 

Parliamentary sources said 
most of the deputies walked 
out of the meeting in protest 
against giving the floor to LAF 
deputies and other opponents 
of the agreement while others 
were excluded. 

While some lawmakers said 
the House felled to adopt the 
statement due “to outside 
pressure,” others said that the 
self-rule agreement is a Palesti- 
nian affair signed by the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people and hence their refusal 
to sign the statement conde- 
mning it. 

Mr. Kabariti stressed the 
urgency of formulating a 
national strategy to counter the 
negative economic impact of 
the agreement on Jordan, 
reiterating rejection of partial 
deals that could threaten “our 
economy and our national uni- 
ty." 

Other lawmakers said the 
"PLO has burnt its bridges 
with the Palestinians of the 
diaspora and become sub- 
ordinate to Israel" by signing 


the self-rule accord. They 
echoed Mr. Kabariti in saying 
lawmakers should focus on the 
impact of the accord on the 
interests of Jordan. 

The House, which cannot 
discuss the issue during its cur- 
rent sessions because it is con- 
stitutionally restricted to the 
items on the agenda during 
extraordinary sessions, will 
hold mother meeting today to 
further discuss whether it will 
adopt the statement conde- 
mning the accord. 

Islamic Action Front de- 
puties told the Jordan Times 
they would try to get the signa- 
tures of more than half the 
members of the legislature on 
the statement so that it becom- 
es an official document of the 
House. 

But parliamentary sources 
expected the LAF to fail in hs 
bid because most of die de- 
puties who walked out on 
Wednesday's meeting have 
taken a decision not to show up 
for Thursday's meeting “in 
continuation of their protest 
against not being given the 
chance to speak.” 


(Continued from page 1) 

occasion, under Egyptian 
pressure, he signed maps on 
the understanmng that they 
were still open to discussion. 
Israel later said they were 
not. 

“We have witnessed, you 
have witnessed, the world has 
witnessed the tip of the 
iceberg of problems that we 
shall have to overcome in the 
implementation of even the 
first phase of the declaration 
of principles,” Mr. Rabin 
told the tense audience at a 
Cairo convention centre after 
die row was cleared up. 

The dispute produced an 
extraordinary scene as Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak, U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
other dignitaries appeared to 
be negotiating on stage as 
speeches continued. 

Egyptian and Israeli media 
said the confusion was over a 
map of Jericho, whose exact 
size is still being negotiated. 
Mr. Arafat apparently (fid 
not sign it, and then Mr. 
Rabin also refused. 

After the fuss, Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Shimon Peres 
then explained to die audi- 
ence that some last-minute 


negotiation took place during 
the ceremony. 

“Nowadays you can watch 
how birth is being given on 
television,” be joked. 

“We had a dream before 
we had a map. Now we have 
a map and a dream 
together,” Mr. Peres joked. 

Before the dispute, a smil- 
ing Arafat was the first to 
sign the papers in three thick 
blade' books and a stack of 
files, using his own pen in- 
stead of one that was offered 
him. He then shook hands 
with Mr. Rabin: 

But then confusion arose 
as Mr. Rabin, a former 
genera], looked over the pap- 
ers. He signed the three main 
sets, but stopped when pre- 
sented the blue-covered 
document that Mr. Arafat 
had not signed. 

Mr. Arafat was dearly up- 
set by the incident, and Mr. 
Peres, Kfr. Christopher and 
others talked to the PLO 
leader to try to calm him on 
the stage as the ceremony 
went on. 

Mb. Arafat then left- the 
room with Mr. Mubarak and 
Mr. Christopher, and an 
announcement was made that 
he would delay lus speech 


until later. But when he re- 
turned, there were smiles all 
around. 

The Israeli delegation said 
it almost walked ont of the 
signing when Mr. Arafat re- 
fused to initial the map. ; 

“It was embarrassing. We 
would have walked out if he 
bad not signed,*' Conf- 
m unications Minister Staula- 
tnit Aloni said after the two 
sides overcame the hitch. * 

Israeli Environment Minis- 
ter Yossi Sand said Mr. Ara- 
fat refused to sign because he 
had not received a paper 
summarising three points not 
resolved at the final session 
of negotiations that ended 
only hours before the signing: 

“After it was said be would 
receive the letter, he signed 
the map,” Mr. Sand said. 

Eight Israeli, Palestinian, 
Egyptian, U.S. and Russian 
officials took part in the com- 
plicated mime dance, gestur- 
ing. bickering and cajoling. 

“From the beginning to the 
end it was drama, from one 
drama to another. I knew 
there would be lots of drama 
bat I did not foresee the 
drama that we saw on stage 
today,” Norwegian mediator 
Terje Larsen told Renters, 
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Ten years later. . . 

Apple introduces 
PowerMacintosh 

After all, 

what's life 



RISC? 


Ten years ago in 1984, we gave you the 

It will open old applications. 


power to stand on your own two feet. 

It will open new applications. 


Now spread your wings. 

It will open doors. 


Because life will never be the same 

It will run System-7. 


again. You will dare. And win. You will 

It will run UNIX. 


explore new ideas. And master them. 

It will run MS-DOS. 


You will attempt. And succeed. You 

It will run Windows. 


will thrive on RISC. 

It will nut 


It is Reduced Instruction-Set Computing. 

It will be fast. 


Or the power to be the best you've ever 

It will be fester. 


been. In the PowerMacintosh! The next 

It will be the fastest 


generation. From Apple. 

It is a computer. 

It is an upgrade. 

It is a phenomenon. 

It is a promise from the past. 



It is a tool for the present. 

. 


It is a- weapon for the future. 
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See the PowerMacintosh™ 
during Ideal System's 
Power '94 Exhibition 
at Amman Marriott from 
4th to 6th May. 


It is powerful. 

It is compatible. 

It is here. 


The power to be your best. 
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Ideal Systems Co. P.0. Box 182756, 157 Zahran Street, Jabal Amman, Fifth Circle. Amman-Jordan, Tel: 688123 
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6 Economy ' 

Turkish annual inflation hits triple digits 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FROAY, MAY S4. 


Three-fifths of Japanese 
firms overstaffed — poll 


ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish 
inflation, fuelled by state sec- 
tor price rises and a* tumbling 
lira, roared into three digits for 
the first time in more than a 
decade, the State Institute of 
Statistics announced Wednes- 
day. 

The annual inflation figure 
has not exceeded 100 per cent 
in Turkey since 1980 when the 
military staged a coup aimed at 
stopping political violence and 
economic chaos. 

Consumer price inflation 
jumped 24.7 per cent in April, 
against S.2 per cent in March. 
That pushed the 12-month rate 
to 107.4 per cent from 74.3 per 
cent the previous month. 

Wholesale prices soared 32.8 
per cent, sending the year-on- 
year wholesale inflation rate to 
125.3 per cent. 


The surge in inflation fol- 
lowed sharp increases in the 
prices of fuel and other public 
sector goods announced on 
April 5 as part of Prime Minis- 
ter Tansu Ciller’s austerity 
package. 

Ms. Ciller, struggling with 
an economic crisis that erupted 
in mid-January when the lira 
was devalued 12 per cent, had 
held back price rises until after 
nationwide local elections on 
March 27. 

Economists said inflation 
could not be curbed until Ms. 
Ciller’s coalition government 
managed to restore business 
confidence and find ways to 
absorb excess money in the 
markets. 

“The important thing is to 
establish confidence in the gov- 
ernment’s policies.” Ozer 


Ertuna, economics professoral below 10 per cent in May,” a 
Bosphorus University and for- senior state economist said, 
mer chief adviser to Ms. Ciller, “But it may come down in 

told Reuters, “Bankruptcies June if public sector prices 

will be seen if it cannot be remain constant.” 
provided.” 

Economists said inflation 
The economy is heading into could decline in June and July, 
recession after last year's the season when fruit and 
consumer-driven 7.3 per cent vegetable prices usually fall. 

growth. Turkish state companies 

raised their prices by up to 110 
Three small banks and eight per cent in April and private 
brokerage houses failed last sector prices followed suit, 
month and some companies in 

the telecommunications, car Ms. Ciller said prices would 
and textile industries have stis- remain stable for the rest of the 
pended production. year, but some economic 

Ms. Ciller’s austerity pack- bureaucrats challenge her 
aze was designed to curb vawn- view. 


month and some companies in 
tiie telecommunications, car 
and textile industries have sus- 
pended production. 

Ms. Oiler’s austerity pack- 
age was designed to curb yawn- 
ing public deficits, seen as the 
main pump for inflation. She 
has promised sharply lower in- 
flation in the second half of 
1994. 

“I don't expect monthly con- 
sumer price inflation to fall 


“Public sector companies 
are under strong pressure for 
further price hikes after the 
high depreciation of the lira 
against the dollar.” one gov- 
ernment official said. A further 
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rise in the price of petrol was 
possible, be added. 

The lira has lost 58 per cent 
of its dollar value this year. 

An International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) team began talks 
in Ankara on Monday aimed at 
agreeing terms for IMF stand- 
by credits. An IMF accord 
would enable Turkey to return 
to foreign capital markets. 

The IMF mission is likely to 
ask Turkey to get its budget 
deficits under control and stop 
printing money to finance 
them. 

The treasury’s heavy re- 
liance on central bank re- 
sources dragged financial mar- 
kets into chaos in January. It 
has already taken advances 
worth more than 90 per cent of 
its annual limit from the cen- 
tral bank this year. 


TOKYO (R) — Three-fifths of 
major Japanese companies 
think they are overstaffed, 
according to a survey reported 
Wednesday by Kyodo News 
Agency. 

The survey was carried out 
on behalf of the government’s 
National Personnel Authority. 
It quoted the 1.052 companies 
registered on the first section 
of the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
and got replies from 34.6 per 
cent. 

Of those, 16.8 per cent said 
they were overstaffed, com- 
pared with 7.5 per cent in a 
survey last year. Another 41.2 
per cent said they were a little 
overstaffed, making a total of 
50 per cent who thought they 
were overstaffed to some ex- 
tent. 

Large companies thought 
they were more overstaffed 
than small ones and manufac- 


turers more than other types of 
industry, the agency said. 

Of the companies that hao 
cut staff, 77.9 per cent had 
reduced the number of new 
graduates they employed, 70.6 
percent had cut overtime, 58.9 
per cent had sent staff to work 
for affiliates and 5.5 per cent 
— m ainl y manufacturers 
had asked workers to take ear- 
ly retirement. _ _ — 

According to another poll 
carried by the Nihon Keizai 
Shimbun, more than 90 per 
cent of Japanese politicians 
and businessmen believe that 
the nation’s policy-making is 
still led by elite bureaucrats. 

According to the daily, 94 
per cent of surveyed lawmak- 
ers and 97.3 of business said 
they believed bureaucrats con- 
trolled government policy deci- 
sions. 


Australia 
announces 
$4. 6b jobs 
programme 

SYDNEY (AFP) — Aram- 
lian Prime Minister Paul Keat- 
ing announced Wednesday a 
6.54 billion Australian douan 
($ 4.6 billion) programme to 
help get the country's 900,000 
unemployed back to work. 

Mr. Keating described the 


Prices of coffee on the rise 
as investment funds buy 



LONDON (R) — Coffee is 
likely to continue its meteoric 
rise, traders said Wednesday, 
as investment-fund and trade 
buying took the market to 
fresh five-year highs. 

Robusta coffee for July de- 
livery hit $1,699 a tonne, up 
$57 from Tuesday’s dose and 
its highest level since June 1989 
when the market peaked at 
over $1,900. 

. Prices are 16 per cent up this 
week alone and have jumped 
over 47 per cent since the 
beginning of February. 

“In the near term there is 
only one way for this market to 
go and that is upwards," one 
trader said. 

“The lack of fresh coffee 
from origin combined with 
fund-buying and some light 
offtake and roaster price-fix 
covering ... it’s an explosive 
tittle cocktail,” another said. 

Traders said price targets 
now tended to be round num- 
bers, initially, $1,700 on July, 
with some talking about 


$ 2 , 000 . 

Roasters have been forced 
to scramble for scarce deliver- 
ies as a result of lower world 
harvests and a producer plan to 
withhold part of their exports 
from international markets. 

One sign of the tightness of 
export-quality supplies is the 
large number of open positions 
on the May contract, which 
indicates holders are unable to 
get coffee to cover the futures 
contract. Option positions re- 
cently taken in the market 
have also accelerated the rise 
as issuers have had to take on 
extra cover as prices have 
neared the option strikes. 

Options allow the holder for 
a relatively small fee the right 
to buy or sell a futures con- 
tract. There is no obligation, 
however, to complete the con- 
tract. 

Speculators have been 
attracted to coffee by the tight- 
ening supply situation but trad- 
ers and analysts say in the 
longer term the balance of 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 5, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
wonderful day for you to be up 
early and to put your most im- 
aginative course of action into 
execution and get excellent re- 
sults. Show others that you have 
wisdom and that you are really 
devoted. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Contact those who can assist you 
in gaining your fondest aims. 
Stun up the day’s accomplish- 
ments in the evening to see what 
has been done. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have fine ideas for adding to 
income, so put them in operation 
without delay. Obtain financial 
advice you need from an expert. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Go after whatever is of greatest 
interest to you now and get fine 
results by being persistent. Be 
active and happy in your en- 
deavours. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Go after your personal 
aims to a positive fashion and 
get excellent results. Work at a 
measured pace and you will get 
much done. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have to cultivate your friendships 
more if they are to grow and be 
lasting. Be suit to exercise caution 
in motion wherever yo u are 
going. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Involve yourself more in 
public affairs and gain added 


prestige. A good day for expan- 
sion in career activities so consult 
a bigwig you know. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) You have a good chance 
to make real progress today, so 
don't waste valuable time. Strive for 
increased happiness by showing 
respect to your loved ones. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You are able to 
work well with others who have 
the same mutual interests. Be 
dever in the handling of money 
matters you are given. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) If you listen 
more carefully to what allies 
have to say. you can gain line 
mutual results. Use common 
sense with any decisions you 
make. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Have a serious talk 
with associates early in the day 
and come to a solid agreement. 
Undo a wrong you have done to 
another and make it right. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Take an active part 
in outside activities and enjoy life 
more. You have a special talent 
that needs expression now to- 
wards others you meet. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) This is a good time to im- 
prove conditions at home. Fol- 
lowing the advice of a financial 
expert can be beneficial to you at 
this time. 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 6, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 
GENERAL TENDENCIES: waved in a family dispute and all 


Sigmund Freud and Orson Wel- 
les share this birthday which is 
well aspected by Mercury trining 
Neptune making it possible for 
. you to come to a finer accord 
with dose associates and govern- 
ment workers. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Listen carefully to ideas of 
associates and know what they 

have in mind. Curt your temper 
when dealing with outsiders on 
any subject. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't make any problems that 
will be difficult to keep and could 
cause worry. Seek personal 
happiness in the evening with the 
one you love. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Know what it is you want so that 
you don't waste time in going 
after it. Sidestep one who is 
detrimental to your progress on 
any project. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Get rid of whatever 
stands in yo ur w ay of progress. 
Make new contacts of worth who 
can be helpful to you in the 
future. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
can gain a personal aim by going 
after it intelligently. Attend a 
group affair in the evening with 
your male and express happiness. 
VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Don't become too in- 


goes smoothly. Have more vision 
where your tasks are concerned 
in your life. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Handle personal affairs 
before delving into a new enter- 
prise. Show perseverance in the 
face of a tough situation and you 
will come out on top. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 to 
November 2t) Go to a financial 
expert and solve a money prob- 
lem that has been troubling you. 
Show others that you have wis- 
dom to handle any situation. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Take time from 
regular routines and make plans 
that could give you added in- 
come in the future. Be wise in all 
financial matters, 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 3)) Use more caution in 
handling work today, since 
carelessness could cause you los- 
ses. Take needed health treat- 
ments to stay fit. 

AQUARIUS; (January 21 to 
February 19) Make sure business 
mailers are handled well in the 
morning and then seek relaxa- 
tion later in the day with the ones 
you love. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A new enterprise should be 
studied well before making defi- 
nite plans. Come to a better 
understanding with loved ones 
who are around. 


fundamentals is more difficult 
to judge. 

They point to Brazil's deci- 
sion to release 2.4 million 60- 
kflogramme bags of the gov- 
ernment's 17 million bag stock- 
pile over the next 12 months as 
an indication that export levels 
could be maintained next sea- 
son despite forecasts of a lower 
harvest. 

"There are signs of a higher 
Colombian crop next year and 
if this is combined witb another 
Brazilian government stock 
sale, then actual supply could 
improve significantly.” 

And prices have risen to the 
extent that a producer scheme 
to hold back exports of robus- 
tas and Arabicas has been 
baited. 

The Association of Coffee 
Producing Countries is to meet 
in London on May 23 to dis- 
cuss how to release withheld 
stocks of robustas. The market 
still has some way to climb to 
trigger discussion on the re- 
lease of the much larger Arabi- 
cs stocks. 

On the demand side, 
analysts said the traditionally 
quiet summer roasting months 
could also temper any signifi- 
cant run-up in prices through 
to the winter. — 


four-year working naoou pan- 
age as the ‘’most profound 
reform of Australia's labour 
market and s octal security pro- 
vision since World War IL 

The package, anno unced 
just six days before the budget, 
aims to reduce unemployment 
to five per cent by the end of 
the decade, compared wins 
current levels of more than 10 
per cent - — - 

It will cost a net 1.03 biffion 
dollars in the 12 months to 
June 30, 1995. 1.73 billion dol- 
lars in 1995-96, 1.89 bflHon 
dollars in 1996-97 and 1.87 
'billion dollars in 1997-98. 

Australia's economy grew at 
about four per cent in 199f aad 
job numbers have grown by 
230,000 since April 1993, but 
official data shows the adjusted 
unemployment rate in March 
stood at 10.3 per cent, re pre- 
senting 902.700 people. 

The package was a fulfil- 
ment of Mr. Keating’s promise 
to help the unemployed when 
he won a general election na 
March. 1993. He said although 
the package was not the end of 
the fight against unemploy- 
ment, “we can say that the 
battle has been joined." 

The bulk of the cost — a net 
3.4 billion dollars — would 
finance an ambitious plan to 
guarantee a job to ail people 
unemployed for more than 18 
months. In March, 351,000 
people had been without a job 
for more than 12 months. 

Ail those unemployed for 
more than 18 months would be 
offered employment, but tf 
they foiled to take up reason- 
able offers, assistance would 
be stopped. 

Employers would be offered 
incentives to take on the long- 
term unemployed with 200- 
dollar-a-week subsidies for the 
first 13 weeks, 100 dollars a 
week for the next 26 weeks and 
a 500 dollar bonus for retaining 

workers after a vear * 



— I workers after a year. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

IS by Hamf Arnold and IHne Arglrion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 



Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer, 


(Answers tomorrow) 
Yesterday's | Jufnbtes: SK^P AGATE FASTEN MORBID 
Answer How the yacht race left the nervous 
stepper - TIED UP IN KNOTS 


THE Daily Crossword 


S Deposed despot 
9 Cleave 

14 Near East nation 

15 Crooner Parry 

16 Pafcnar of golf 

17 Medal metal 

18 Agitate 

19 toy — 

20 Satisfactory 
stammer? 

23 Artist Frans 

24 Caesars way 

25 Pul off 

27 Lands covered 
with water 
29 Extinct flightless 
DM 

32 Fingerprint ridge 

33 Greasy matter 



illl 



brie 

fly 

351 

38' 

colorful coot? 
'DO B9 — . 


39 Glad garb? 

40 Projecting 
window 

41 Y(Xir. of yOf« 

42 Grow angry 

43 Tobacco pipe 
44Tttor 

46 Markup Ms* 

47 Stout defender? 

53 Musical Count 

54 Attorney 
general, now 

55Narya aotd 

56 Thespian 

57 J4eCtor 

5a Raykjavfcs 

cointry: afabr. 

59 Assays 

60 Humane org. 


DOWN 

1 BOs dancer 

2 Rampaging 

3 Windstorm 

4 Rooney rote 

5 Parchment book 

6 Curve beta 

7 P arts pel 

8 Sacrosanct 

9 Wooden shoes 


HI! 1 a 

Ifcis a 8 




MfteaRMOTM 

10 Tot's transport 

11 BWs taS 
feather 

12 Jefferson or 
Carson 

13 Essentia) 

21 FW 

22 LMe 


2S Stance 
28 Courtc and 
Guabai 

27 Candy 

28 Objectives 
30 Command 


32 Court paper 

33 US feretory 

34 strait-laced 
36 Dowdy one 
3? Back prof. 

42 PntadaipMa 
team 

43 Andean capital 
45"SMsMamer~ 

author 

46Dtsbatauer 


y*g*nbr-, Ptpyt. 


47 Sprint 
46 Globes 

49 Vai# 

50 Wurth. 


57 Mother In 
52 •‘‘“H" 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


U.s. SI. 00 costs 


LONDON (R) - Following are ihe buying and selling rales 
for leading 'world currencies and gold arrest the dollar at 
S hJLi n n 8 on the London Foreign Exchange and bullion 

markets Wednesday. 

1.3860/70 
1.6486/96 
1.8506/16 
1.4036/46 
33.92/96 
3.6460/10 
1590.0/1.5 
101.30/40 
7.6200/00 
7.1550/00 
6.4500/50 * 

SI. 5062/72 

S374.40/374.S0 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


African airlines expect 
long haul to recovery 


ABIDJAN (R) — Officials of 
die 34-member African Air- 
lines Association (AFRAA) 
ended a two-day conference in 
Ivory Coast Tuesday, with 
speakers saying the region's 
carriers faced a long haul to 
recovery. 

Outgoing AFRAA Presi- 
dent Yves Roland-BiUecart, 
chairman of debt-laden multi- 
national Air Afrique, said 
global problems of over-capac- 
ity, economic recession and 
lack of common price 
strategics were compounded in 
Africa by January's 50 per cent 
devaluation of the CFA franc 
and tighter entry restrictions 
on Africans seeking to visit the 
European Union. 

AFRAA Secretary-General 
Mohammad Ahmad, former 
head of Ethiopian Airlines, 
said the reluctance of African 
governments to liberalise air 
transport rules could leave the 
continent behind other regions 
in the fight for business. 

“The inability of Africa to 
face up to worldwide regula- 
tory cnanges aimed at estab- 
lishing :t new order of interna- 
tional air transport and our 
failure to erect an appropriate 
regulatory framework will, if 
we do not beware, continue to 
widen the gap between Africa 
and the rest of the world," he 
said. 

"The most obvious charac- 
teristic of Africa's attitude, 
apart from its defensive stance, 
is its inuctivism on aviation 
policy compared to the activ- 
ism of governments in other 
regions who seek to create 
condi dons likely to ensure pro- 


tection of their aviation in- 
terests.” he added. 

Mr. Ahmad said African air- 
lines carried 25 per cent more 
passengers in 1992 than the 
year before but freight tonnage 
declined 23 per cent over the 
same period. 

Financial performance was 
unknown because fewer than 
40 per cent of members had so 
far submitted their 1992 fi- 
gures, he said. 

Ivorian Transport Minister 
Ezan Akele said strategies 
worked out at a 1988 meeting 
of African ministers had not 
been implemented. 

“In Africa, the situation re- 
mains sadly confused and dis- 
turbing regarding the survival 
of our airlines,” he said in his 
opening address Monday. 

He cited the devaluation of 
Che CFA franc, the common 
currency of 13 West and Cen- 
tral African states, as an added 
problem. 

“With the drop of purchas- 
ing power in Africa air trans- 
port will inevitably become a 
luxury product, less and less 
accessible to most of our peo- 
ple.” he said. 

Mr. Akele invited airline ex- 
perts to put forward ideas for a 
conference of African aviation 
ministers due to open in 
Mauritius on Sept. 9. 

The AFRAA meeting, the 
organisation's 26th annual 
general assembly, elected 
Egyptair Chairman Moham- 
mad Rayan as its president for 
a year and agreed the next 
assembly would be held in 
Egypt next May. 


Mercedes appoints Horizon 
Advertising 

AMMAN — Horizon — the Middle East Advertising & 
Conmunicalivn Network — has been appointed to handle the 
communication activities for Mercedes-Benz in the Middle 
East after winning a recent pitch in Dubai. The decision was 
taken after a series of presentations were received by a 
top-level delegation from Mercedes-Benz, Germany. 

The decision to appoint a new regional agency coincides 
with a new phase of market orientation adopted by Mercedes- 
Benz. 

Horizon Advertising is one of the leading regional agencies 
with offices in Athens, Paris, Jeddah, Dubai. Kuwait, Cairo, 
Beirut and Amman. 


Private sector to play bigger role 
in new Saudi development plan 


DUBAI (Rj — Saudi Arabia 
aims in its new five-year de- 
velopment plan to steer its 
oil-dependant economy to- 
wards growth based on a big- 
ger private sector rale, a lead- 
ing economist said. 

Henry Azzam, chief eco- 
nomist at the Saudi-based 
National Commercial Bank, 
said privatising the govern- 
ment's public sector companies 
however would likely spread 
over several years. 

Saudi Arabia, where Mr. 
Azzam said oil contributed 35 
per cent of nominal gross 
domestic product and 75 per 
cent of government revenues 
in the last five years, is feeling 
the pinch of low oil prices and 
had to cut spending by 20 per 
cent in its 1994 budget. 

“A strategic aim of the 
forthcoming sixth development 
plan of 1996-2000 is to reorient 
the Saudi economy from 
growth based on public sector 
initiatives to one where ihe 
private sector takes the lead." 
Mr. Azzam said in a study 


published in the bank's latest 
monthly report and made 
av a i ! a b ! e to Reuters. 

Mr. Azzam said targeted 
growth rates of the current and 
new development plans "are to 
be achieved mainly through 
increased private sector invest- 
ment." 

He said total investment 
needed "for manufacturing, 
excluding petroleum refining, 
over the current plan is esti- 
mated at 44 biiiion Saudi riyals 
i SI 1.7 billion), of which the 
private sector is expected to 
provide 2S.5 billion riyals ($7.6 
billion), with the rest coming 
from the government and com- 
panies it owns.” 

Mr. Azzam said annual rates 
of growth in the government 
sector dropped to" three per 
cent in 1993 from iy.5 per cent 
in 1990-91 during the Gulf cri- 
sis while nominal growth in the 
private sector continued at 
around six per cent in 1992 and 
5.1 per cent in 1993. 

He said :he private sector 


was increasing its domestic in- 
vestments and (hat a total of 
S49.S billion was repatriated to 
the kingdom between 1991 and 
1993. He said overseas assets 
of the Saudi private sector 
were estimated at S100 billion. 

Bankers in the kingdom say 
that the government's squeeze 
on spending and the growing 
role of the privare sector is 
increasing demands for loans 
from commercial banks which 
could deal with the demand in 
the short term but not the long 
term. 

Mr. .Azzam the kingdom's 
banks were "reconsidering 
their lending strategies giving 
more attention to smaller pri- 
vate sector enterprises and 
allocating long term loans to 
productive activities in indus- 
try, agriculture and construc- 
tion." 

The public sector is expected 
to maintain its ownership of 
heavy industries like oil pro- 
duction and refining and the 
government is likely to start 


reducing its holdings in com- 
panies whose shares are lilted 
on the stock market, he said, 

“Commercially viable publte 
sector establishments, who*? 
assets can be assessed to gve 
estimates of share values, will 
then follow. These include pet- 
rochemical plants, telecom- 
munications and public service 
companies, Saudia (the nation- 
al carrier) and refineries 
among others." he said. 

He said that for a re- 
active private sector rofe 
kingdom's capital mariSE 
"need to acquire addition^] 
depth." ■* 

"The size of the Saudi shage 
market is still small. Of thc£§ 
companies listed on the sujgk 
exchange by the end of 
only 66 were publicly tradable^ 
In 1993. the total number of 
shares traded reached around 
60 million, or 15 per cent of the 
total shares available for trad? 
ing and not more than eigft{ 
per cent of total shares out- 
standing." he added. 


Iran effectively devalues the riyal 


NICOSIA (R) — Iran, unable 
to stop the slide of its currency 
on the open market, 
announced measures Wednes- 
day which amount to a sharp 
devaluation of the riyal and the 
reintroduction of a multi-tier 
exchange rate system. 

Iran's foreign currency reg- 
ulation committee, in a session 
chaired by President Akbar 
Ha5hemi Ruhznjzni, autho- 
rised state banks to buy and 
sell foreign exchange in many 
transactions at “50 rivals below 
open market rates," Tehran 
radio said. 

It did not name any curren- 
cy, but Iranian officials usually 
mean the dollar when they 
speak of foreign currency in 
general. 

Given the dollar's rate in 
recent days, the announcement 
would mean banks selling each 
dolar at about 2,700 riyals, 
compared with the official sell- 


ing rate of 1.750 — making 
dollars more expensive by 
more than 50 per cent. 

Money dealers said the 
announcement did not im- 
mediately afiect open market 
rates. Iranian money dealers in 
London quoted the dollar at 
2,SS0 rivals, 50 higher than 
Tuesday! the mark' at 1 .750 
riyals and the pound at 4.350 
riyals — all record highs. 

The riyal’s effective devalua- 
tion would inevitably send 
prices of goods sharply up in 
Iran's import-dependent eco- 
nomy. The inflation rate was 
officially set at 22 per cent in 
the Iranian year ended March 
20 . 

The riyal has been falling in 
recent weeks as government 
supplies of foreign exchange to 
importers was doubly squeezed 
by low oil prices and govern- 
ment efforts to save hard cash 
to repay part of its estimated 


S16 billion to S17 billion fore- 
ign debt. 

The drop sharpened after 
new restrictions were imposed 
last month which allowed im- 
ports of a large category of 
goods only against hard cadi 
earned from non-oil exports. 

This created a premium of 
about 300 riyals over and 
above the open market rate for 
each dollar earned from non- 
oil exports. 

According to the Wednes- 
day announcement, banks can 
now sell hard currency at 50 
riyals below the open market 
rates for those imports not 
entitled to use hard cash at the 
official rate. 

It said banks would also buy 
non-oil export earnings at the 
new rate. Details of the regula- 
tions are to be announcedlater 
by the central bank. 

The decision officially puts 
an end to a single-rate ex- 


change system introduced jg 
March last year as a major 
element of the Rafsanjani g 0v _ 
emment’s liberal economic re- 
forms. 

For several months the cen- 
tral bank managed to keep the 
open market rates within g 
tolerable five to 10 per cent of' 
the official rare. 

But as the oil prices de- 
clined. ir had ro introduce im- 
port restrictions which wide- 
ned the gap. A series of small 
devaluations of the riyal in 
November and December 
failed to check its decline. 

Since Dec. 22 the central 
bank has kept the dollar at 
1,748/1,750 nyals in its daily 
quotations. 

Iran earned about $13 billion 
from crude oil exports and $3.5 
billion from non-oil exports in 
the last Iranian year. Its budget ! 
envisages $10.15 billion in oil 
revenue this year. 
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eavy shelling in Rwandan capital as talks fail 


N&JROBI (AFP) — Rwandan 
rebels and government troops 
i shelled each other's positions 
Ji^ednesday in Kigali, where 
: .Sflgee U.N. soldiers were 
-i wounded as planned peace 
i talics failed to get off the 
, jocund in Tanzania. 

■yt £shel and government astiJ- 
.Vjegy blasted away in what Red 
’ ;; Crc 5 S delegate Philippe Gail- 
lafd described as “the most 
violent exchange” since Rwan- 
' l /sda : s latest ethnic bloodbath be- 
■’ g&w a month ago. 

' iJt-'lMean while, talks in the 
'j.'V^Uhem Tanzanian town of 
were stymied by the 
• PS&sal of the rebels, composed 
»tta£niy of the Tutsi minority, to 
talk to the Hutu-dominated 
'‘Interim government 
^- r ^The U.N. troops were hurt 
the rebel Rwanda Patrio- 
V4ic. rront (RPF) bombarded 
airport, where the army 
>'3Sag installed artillery units that 
were firing on rebel headquar- 
,_£jsys in the former parliament 
building. 

^Abdni Kabia, executive 
'■oxsetor of the U.N. Assistance 

. «J a * . 


Mission in Rwanda (UN- 
AMIR), declined to give the 
nationalities of the soldiers, 
two of whom were evacuated 
to the Kenyan capital Nairobi, 
until their next-of-kin had been 
informed. 

Most of the 270 U.N. sol- 
diers still in Kigali are from 
Ghana and Bangladesh. 

Almost all the 2,500 U.N. 
soldiers formerly m Rwanda 
were withdrawn last month af- 
ter 10 Belgian peacekeepers 
were killed ana the force 
proved powerless to stem 
bloodletting. 

More than 100,000 people 
have been butchered since 
President Juvenal Habyarima- 
na's death in an alleged rocket 
attack on his plane on April 6 
unleashed mass slaughter in 
the tiny central African 
country. 

U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Gfaali has launched a 
campaign for a massive Soma- 
ha-style international military 
intervention. 

The United States says it 


would help fund it, but no 
Western countries have 
offered troops and diplomats 
were sceptical that the interna- 
tional community would again 
risk troops in Africa after the 
Somalia debacle. __ 

T& rebels rejected foreign 
military intervention, saying it 
was too late to stop genocide. 

“It is really insane to hear 
the U.N. pretending to be will- 
ing to send troops when it 
withdrew UN AMIR at a time 
when a huge number of Rwan- 
dans were being massacred m 
front of their eyes,” the rebels 
said in a radio broadcast. 

Rebel leaders and ministers 
from the interim government 
proclaimed after Mr. Habyari- 
mana's death held separate dis- 
cussions with U.N. and Tanza- 
nian officials in Arusha. 

But face-to-face talks aimed 
at negotiating a ceasefire were 
undermined by the rebels' re- 
fusal to open a dialogue with 
the “government of killers” 
which they do not recognise. 

Rwandan Transport Minis- 


ter Andre Ntagerura told AFP: 
“We came to Arusha in the 
hope that we would have direct 
discussions with the RPF. But 
the RFP has refused for 
reasons which are still un- 
known to us. I hope they will 
change their position.” 

“I hope that we will not 
leave Arusha without signing a 
ceasefire, which of course must 
be negotiated between the gov- 
ernment and the RPF,” he 
added, readied by. telephone. 

It was the second time in 10 
days that efforts by the United 
Nations and Tanzania to spon- 
sor talks failed. 

U.N. envoy to Rwanda Jac- 
ques-Roger Booh-Booh left 
Arnsba for Kampala Wednes- 
day to meet Ugandan Presi- 
dent Yoweri Museveni, repe- 
atedly accused by the Rwan- 
dan government of arming and 
controlling the rebels. 

Rwandan guerrillas, then ex- 
iled in Uganda, helped Mr. 
Museveni overthrow former 
Ugandan ruler Milton (Mate 
in 1986. The RPF invaded 
Rwanda from southern Ugan- 


da in 1990. \ 

In Kigali, the United Na- 
tions met with another setback 
Tuesday when machete-wield- 
ing oufitiamen and government 
troops attacked a convoy eva- 
cuating civilians from the 
minority Tutsi tribe out of a 
government-controlled area. 

The rebels draw most of 
their support from Tutsis, who 
form about 15 per cent of the 
population. The army angrily 
accused the United Nations of 
reneging on a promise to 
evacuate civilians of the Hutu 
majority from rebel-held 
areas. 

On Tuesday a shell hit the 
Sainte-Famille Church in cen- 
tral Kigali where thousands of 
civilians have taken refuge, 
wounding four people, Mr. 
Gaillard said. Fifteen civilians 
were killed and another 150 
wounded when two mortar 
shells hit the church Sunday. 

The Red Cross meanwhile 
evacuated 350 orphans to 
Zaire after 21 children aged 
from three to 12 were butch- 
ered Sunday. 



thatch begin hunt for new government 


; r- *\3-E HAGUE (R) — The 
ir ™dtheriands Wednesday began 
.- "^searching for a viable coalition 
'''prvernnieni after voters com- 
- ; n pletely redrew the political 
nrtp in a general election. 

The tortuous nature of 

B Dotch consensus politics 
it could be mouths be- 
s new administration 
SsZks shape, a factor winch 
prompted bond and share 
-Sjces to drift down Wednes- 
. t&y morning. 

■ . xfa Jc the intervening period, 
.- £e&e ruling centre-left coalition 
; 5si9 continue to athnbnster the 

- iiw'Quontty, bet cannot pass new 
r i.'cfcgisiation. 

Both parties of the outgoing 

• — Labour and the 

• ) xCkiisSan Democrats — lost 
ijiaaviSy in Tuesday’s vote, 

Jwagh they remain the two 
. parties in parliament. 

-- w. pot Labour edged ahead of 
" it-ote Christian Democrats, be- 
' the singl e biggest party 

■- l making their leader, FT 
nance Minister Wim Kok, 
i lifesourite «c bead the nest gov- 

- i^siaaaent. 

^"ike Christian Democrats 
! .^^ered their worst ever 
1 ~"£&»sriir election result and 
A be forced into opposition 
* the first time smee umvex- 
snfforage was introduced in 

■ ; £37- 

Y a^ »". 

'g^hina ‘going I 

.m Washington (afp) — 

human rights situation in 
China has deteriorated in the 
; -rtifeasj two months, according to 
; -report released here Wednes- 
.ovrtiffy by a watchdog group. 

The report from U.S.-based 
"--Human Rights Watch-Asia 
___ccxnes a month before U.S. 
President BUI Clinton must de- 
termine whether Beijing has 
made “significant, overall” 
progress on human rights, 
Enabling Mr. Clinton to renew 
^i*s privileged trading status. 
*£‘Tf anything there has been a 
'-Insignificant, overall' deteriora- 
t lion in the human rights situa- 
’ lion in China” since Mr. Qin- 

• & f^ n xt 1116 conditions in a 

• g presidential executive order in 
4 (day last year. Human Rights 
I ^Vatch said. 

j “Contrary to assessments 
) expressed in recent weeks by 


But the conservative Liberal 
Party and left-leaning D 66 
were triumphant after making 
big gains and finishing respec- 
tively as the third and fourth 
biggest blocs in parliament. 

Two parties representing the 
elderly make their debut in 
parliament, with one of them 
emerging as the largest of eight 
small parties elected to the 
150-seat parliament. The ex- 
treme right-wing Central 
Democrats increased their 
share of the vote. 

Dutch newspapers described 
the erosion of support for the 
two big parties as a revolution 
but said there were no simple 
conclusions to be drawn. 

“Voters turn parliament on 
its head” was bow Trouw sum- 
med it up in a front-page bead- 
fine. “Landslide” was the even 
blunter reaction of the mass- 
dreolation Telegraaf 

The 12 parties elected to 
parliament held their first 
meetings to discuss post-elec- 
tion strategy Wednesday. 

Queen Beatrix has begun 
consulting political leaders and 
senior advisers and is ultimate- 
ly expected to ask Labour lead- 
er Kok to try to assemble a 
new government. 

■’ But the delicate balance of 
power following Tuesday’s poD 
is seen making coalition nego- 
tiations — which usually test 


several months — even more 
difficult than usual. 

After 12 years of stable gov- 
ernment under two-party coali- 
tions, a gro upin g of three or 
more parties is now needed to 
command a majority in parlia- 
ment. 

Two possible coalitions are 
regarded as most likely — 
Labour phis Christian Demo- 
crats phis D 66 , or Labour plus 
liberals plus D 66 . 

Polls show more voters sup- 
port the first option but both of 
these groupings face potential 


Seoul warns Pyongyang 
against nuclear development 


D 66 wants to break the 
Christian Democr a ts' strangle- 
hold on power and push them 
into opposition while the 
Liberals advocate deep welfare 
cuts, bringing them into con- 
flict with Labour. 

Christian Democratic Prime 
Minister Ruud Lubbers, the 
country’s longest-serving pre- 
mier, symbolically dosed an 
era in Dutch politics by public- 
ly declaring his candidacy for 
the presidency of the Euro- 
pean Commission Tuesday 
evening. 

Mr. Lubbers had already 
announced his retirement from 
Dutch politics but will stay on 
as bead of a caretaker govern- 
ment until a new cabinet takes 
office. 


Mm ‘going backwards’ on human rights 


several senior U.S. administra- 
tion officials, significant prog- 
ress has been made on virtually 
none of the seven items speci- 
fied” in the executive order, 
the report said. 

In a report in February, Hu- 
man Rights Watch said that 
1993 was the worst year for 
human rights in China since 
mid- 1990 and the aftermath of 
the Tiananmen crackdown on 
the pro-democracy movement. 

“Since the report was issued, 
the human rights situation in 
China has deteriorated furth- 
er . ’ * 

It cited the rounding up and 
imprisonment of religious lead- 
ers, imprisonment of “peaceful 
advocates of Tibetan inde- 
pendence" and a dampdown 
on the arts. 

The only concession of real 
significance was the release last 


month of leading dissident 
Wang Juntao, who has been 
allowed to come to the United 
States for medical treatment. 

“For his release to be signifi- 
cant, however, it will have to 
be followed by releases of 
other prisoners.” 

China showed no sign of 
yielding Wednesday to Presi- 
dent Clinton’s warning that it 
risked losing its most favoured 
nation (MFN) trade status with 
the United States if further 
improvements are not made in 
human rights. 

The latest spat in the long- 
running MFN saga coincided 
with angry Chinese denuncia- 
tions of U.S. sales of military 
equipment to rival Taiwan and 
Washington's threat to retali- 
ate over violations of U.S. 
patents and copyrights in 
China. 


SEOUL (R) — President Kim 
Young-Sam warned North 
Korea Wednesday it would 
face “self-destruction” if the 
Communist state continued to 
reast calk for an end to its 
suspected development of nuc- 
lear arms. 

In one of the strongest state- 
ments he has ever directed at 
the North, Mr. Kim said 
Seoul’s patience was r unning 
out. 

“I send a dear warning to 
North Korea. If it continues 
nudear development and tries 
to test the patience of the 
West, it will inevitably walk 
die path of self-destruction,” 
Mr. Kim told members of a 
state advisory group on reuni- 
fication. 

“Now our government's 
patience has reached a limit... 
The North’s nuclear develop- 
ment should under all cir- 
cumstances be blocked,” Mr. 
Kim added. 

“The northern authorities 
should realise the only way for 
them to survive is to accept 
nuclear inspections and then 
engage in serious dialogue on 
establishing peace,” be said. 

Mr. Kim said the North had 
launched a campaign of 
“psychological warfare” with 
the South by trying to annul 
the armistice pact which baited 
the 1950-53 Korean War. 

The North last week told 
United Nations forces sta- 
tioned in South Korea it would 
unilaterally pull out of the 
Military Armistice Commis- 


sion (MAC), which works to 
maintain peace along the tease 
250-kflometres border between 
the two Koreas. 

The North has boycotted 
MAC meetings a South 
Korean general was appointed 
bead of the five-person UNC 
delegation in March 1991, re- 
placing an American. 

North Korea, which has de- 
fied the United Nations by 
refusing to allow full inspection 
of its nudear facilities by Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agen- 
cy (IAEA) officials, last week 
proposed negotiations with the 
United States to replace the 
armistice with a peace agree- 
ment. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of 
South Korean students dashed 
violently with riot police 
Wednesday when they attemp- 
ted to storm an American cen- 
tre in the southwestern dty of 
Kwangju in an anti-U.S. pro- 
test, police said. 

Police fired tear gas at 300 
student activists to block them 
from approaching the building, 
a Kwangju police officer said. 

Several riot police were in- 
jured during the dash with the 
students, who accuse the Un- 
ited States of creating a warlike 
atmosphere with its security 
strategy on the Korean penin- 
sula. 

Yonhap News Agency said 
the students later protested 
outside the regional police 
headquarters in the dty centre, 
throwing paint at the building. 


A bereaved mother weeps before the body of her son who was 
kffled in the B a n gl ades h Cyclone (AFP photo) 

Cyclone death toll rises 
to 150 in Bangladesh 

DHAKA (AP) — Rescue Bangladesh border to escape 
workers found 44 more bodies militarv persecution at home. 


workers found 44 more bodies 
under collapsed houses over- 
night, raising the death toll 
from Bangladesh’s cyclone to 
150, officials said Wednesday. 

The bodies were found in 
the hard-bit areas of Teknaf, 
Ramu, Ukhia and Cox’s 
Bazar, according to die gov- 
ernment disaster control room, 
which also said 10,000 people 
were injured. 

The cyclone struck southern 
Bangladesh Monday for about 
five hours with winds up to 210 
kilometres (130 miles) per 
hour. 

Officials said the death toll is 
likely to rise when relief work- 
ers reach remote villages 
where many homes were des- 
troyed. 

But far fewer people died 
Monday than during a 1991 
cydone that killed 130,000 in 
the same area, the officials 
said. Since then the govern- 
ment has built 900 concrete 
storm shelters, and people in 
coastal areas are more recep- 
tive to cyclone warnings. 

Monday’s fatalities included 
85 of the 200,000 refugees who 
left Burma three years ago and 
moved into camps along the 


Bangladesh border to escape 
military persecution at home. 

The storm washed away 
bridges, flattened tens of 
'thousands of mud-and-thatch 
bouses, and damaged high- 
ways. The government has 
estimated the damage at $125 
milKfin. 

“Though the casualties were 
less this time, the destruction 
to propert y is massive,” said 
Livestock Minister Abdullah 
A1 Noman, who is supervising 
relief work in the port of Cox's 
Bazar. 

Some of the 800,000 people 
who escaped the s torm in the 
shelters have begun leaving 
them, and relief workers are 
struggling to get them food, 
medicine and drinking water. 

“The biggest challenge now 
is to rebuild the houses and 
rehabilitate the homeless peo- 
ple,” said Dan Pre wi tt, head of 
die Red Cross in Dhaka, die 
capital of Bangladesh. 

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia, 
who toured the area Tuesday, 
promised to protect the home- 
less people from hunger and 
diseases and to rebuild thptr 
houses. “My government will 
stand by you in your bad 
times,” she told the survivors. 


Japan justice minister denies Nanking massacre 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s new 
justice minister was quoted 
Wednesday as saying tire 1937 
Nanking massacre of tens of 
thousands of Chinese by the 
conquering Japanese army 
never happened. 

The claim , in an interview 
with Mainichi Shhnbun news- 
paper, is likely to threaten the 
ruling coalition's attempts to 
mend fences with Asian neigh- 
bours still angry at Japan's 
unwillingness to admit wartime 
and pre-war atrocities. 

“I think the Nanking mas- 
sacre and the rest was a fab- 


rication,” the paper quoted 
Shigeto Nagano as saying. “I 
was in Nanking immediately 
afterwards.” 

Mr. Nagano, 71, is a former 
army chief of staff. He became 
a first lieutenant after World 
War n ended in 1945. 

The nrimster, who was not 
available for comment 
Wednesday’s public holiday, 
was also quoted as saying Chat 
Japan’s war in Asia had not 
been aggressive. 

■“Calling that war a war of 
aggression is incorrect,” be 


said. “If yon say it was done 
with the intention to invade, 
that’s wrong. We were serious- 
ly thinking about the liberation 
of colonies and the (greater 
East Asian) co-prosperity 
sphere.” 

The Nanking massacre is 
one of the most infamous epi- 
sodes in Japanese history. 

In the six weeks after 
Japanese soldiers seized the 
southern Chinese dty on Dec. 
13, 1937, they (tilled more than 
155,000 people, according to 
the 3948 Tokyo War Crimes 


Tribunal. Many of the women 
were raped. 

The Chinese representative 
at the tribunal said the rape 
and killing was part of a policy 
of terror approved at the high- 
est level and designed to end 
resistance. 

Other estimates put the total 
number of dead at about 
200,000. China puts the figure 
at around 300,000. 

Japan’s Education Ministry 
has insisted that school tex- 
tbooks soften descriptions of 
the massacre and delete refer- 
ences to rape. 


Azerbaijan signs NATO 
ji ^partnership for peace’ 


Clinton says he is 


action in Haiti 


I; rvi&RUSSELS (R) — Azerbaijan 
'• ^signed NATO’s “partnership 

■ ^"'for peace” Wednesday and the 
^ former Soviet republic said it 
OCSoped the scheme for closer 
OttSiilitary links with the West 
t^Youid help it end its six-year 

with Armenia. 

^.“We... hope that our parti- 
<. .ffpation in the NATO prog- 
‘ ’■ ramme... will make it possible 
' ^KJ achieve the soonest peaceful 
V-iSnd just settlement,” President 
?j;i;~iaydar Aliyev said at the sign- 
t -*j"ng ceremony at the affiance's 
■''"hfadquarters in Brussels. 

. ' '“Authority of the NATO 
1 C 2 n be a weighty factor for 
■'T, (gliding) this murderous war." 
The partnership plan pro- 
! 1 v-des for joint training and 

exercises in fields such as 

. peacekeeping but provides no 
.security guarantees or offers of 

■ JtfATO membership. 


t Azerbaijan was the 15th 

■S ’ country to sign the part- 
ji aerehip, which is open to ail 
f "European states and former 
S Soviet republics. Armenia is 
f also eligible but has not signed 
£ so far. 

I Mr. Aliyev did not say how 
| expected the partnership to 

I help end the war, or whether 
» -he wanted NATO or the Un- 
l ,r hed Nations to send 
l peacekeeping forces to his 
J , country. 

ku.- . His country wanted a negoti- 
ated end to the war but Mr. 


Aliyev blamed Armenia for 
continuing the conflict over the 
enclave of Nagorno-Karabakh 
and for seizing swathes of 
Azeri territory, which he said 
Azerbaijan would reclaim. 

Thousands have been killed 
in the longest-running ethnic 
conflict in the former Soviet 
Union, which has sparked a 
major refugee crisis in Azer- 
baijan. Many ceasefire 
accords have been ignored and 
forgotten. 

Meanwhile, new Russian- 
brokered peace talks opened 
Wednesday to try to end the 
six-year war over Nagorno- 
Karabakh enclave, after a simi- 
lar mediation attempt failed 
last year. 

Representatives from the 
Armenian and Azerbaijan par- 
liaments and from the disputed 
Armenian-majority enclave 
were on hand for the closed- 
door meeting, which was sche- 
duled to last one day. 

Vladimir Shumeiko. speaker 
of Russia's upper house of 
parliament who heads the Rus- 
sian team, said he hoped the 
delegation from Nagorno- 
Karabakh would be recognised 
as an official party to the con- 
flict. 

Baku up to now has refused 
to recognise any official status 
for the Nagorno-Karabakh 
Armenians, but Mr. Shumeiko 
Tuesday said Azerbaijan indi- 
cated it was ready to change its 
mind on this point. 


ATLANTA (R) — President 
Bill Clinton said a new “reign 
of terror” in Haiti has forced 
turn to consider military action 
if tiie leaders there refuse to 
restore democracy. 

Mr. Clinton, in a news con- 
ference with foreign journalists 
that was set up by CNN, stud 
the current military rulers 
“have visited abject misery on 
I their people and they are now 
once again killing and mutilat- 
ing... innocent civilians and it 
is wrong, and we have got to 
do what we can to try and stop 
it.” 

He blamed bis together 
stand on those who ousted 
President Jean-Bertrand Aris- 
tide, saying “they have 
brought this reign of terror and 
poverty on their people. They 
can change it tommorrow ff 
they will.” 

“Our policy is to restore 
democracy to Haiti and then to 
work to develop Haiti with a 
functioning government and a 
growing economy,” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. 

Mr. Clinton, accused by cri- 
tics of a confused policy toward 
Haiti and its “boat people” 
refugees, sharpened his rhetor- 
ic as the United Nations pre- 
pared to consider new sanc- 
tions against the military lead- 
ers who have refused to restore 
democracy to the island. 

Earlier, during a picture-tak- 
ing session at the start of a visit 
with former President Jimmy 
Carter, Mr. Clinton said the 
United States had worked ‘Tor 
months now” to get the Hai- 


tian military to honour an 
agreement to return Mr. Aris- 
tide, toppled in September 
1991. to office. 

“For the last several weeks, 
we keep getting reports not 
only of Mr. Aristide backers 
but civilians being not only 
m ordered but mutilated, and I 
think it’s time for a new initia- 
tive,'’ he said. 

Mr. Clinton said he was pur- 
suing a two-pronged strategy 
that included seeking tougher 
sanctions in the U.N. and con- 
sulting with friends and allies 
in the region about bow “to 
bring a conclusion to this be- 
fore more people die innocent- 
ly and continue to suffer 

“We cannot remove the 
military option. We have to 
keep that as an option,” he 
said. 

When a reporter observed 
that it sounded like Mr. Clin- 
ton’s patience was running out, 

the president replied: “I think 

it is run out. Maybe we let it 
run on loo long.” 

The Miami Herald reported 
Tuesday in the latest of a series 
of military crackdowns against 
Aristide supporters, Haitian 
soldiers raided a peasant vil- 
lage a week ago, shooting and 
beating residents, hacking 
down crops and burning 
homes. 

Washington is pushing for 
U.N. Security Council approv- 
al of a resolution giving Haiti's 
military leaders a virtual 15- 
day ultimatum to resign or 
leave the country, or face com- 


prehensive economic sanctions 
much tougher than those so far 
imposed. A vote could come as 
early as week’s end. 

The proposed sanctions 
would freeze assets and finan- 
cial transactions of Haiti's rul- 
ing elite. TTiey also would 
damp an air ban on Haiti, 
forbidding non-scheduled 
flights in or out, military or 
private. 

Commercial air traffic would 
not be hindered. 

The United States would 
also drop an exemption that 
has helped keep open 60 small 
companies in Haiti. American 
companies have fanned out 
work to these companies in tire 
assembly of clothing, electro- 
nics and spotting goods. 

If this does not work, a 
senior official travelling with 
Mr. Clinton said U.S. military 
options go beyond reviving a 
mission to send about 200 U.S. 
troops to Haiti to retrain its 
army and police once the milit- 
ary government steps down. 

A U.S. ship with U.N.-au- 
thorised training forces re- 
turned home last October 
when Haitian mobs blocked 
the port area. 

“The first step is to get the 
military leadership out, and to 
begin the restoration of demo- 
cracy, and we hope to do that 
through the sanctions, but we 
have not ruled out other op- 
tions. That’s separate from the 
training mission.” said the offi- 
cial, who asked not to be iden- 
tified. 


Mr. Clinton “has not made a 
decision to pursue any other 
options. But we’re not ruling 
them out,” the official said. 

The president has in- 
creasingly come under fire for 
his stewardship of U.S. foreign 
policy, including Haiti, which 
is growing as a focus of con- 
troversy. Mr. Aristide has cal- 
led Mr. Clinton's policy of 
forcing refugees to return 
home “ racist.” 

Lawrence PezzuDo, former 
U.S. special envoy to Haiti, 
warned Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher last week 
the United States was blunder- 
ing toward futile military in- 
volvement in Haiti. 

Mr. Clinton’s White House 
predecessor, George Bush, 
fold the Houston Chronicle in 
an interview published Tues- 
day it was time for a major 
shift in U.S. policy toward 
Haiti, including abandoning 
Mr. Aristide. 

Mr. Bush also said it would 
be “a tremendous mistake’’ to 
send in U.S. ground forces and 
such an option should be ruled 
out. 

President Clinton sought to 
improve his foreign policy im- 
age with a global news confer- 
ence that left the impression be 
preferred playing the role of 
good neighbour to that of 
world policeman. 

In the internationally-tele- 
vised session with journalists 
from around the globe Tues- 
day, Mr. Clinton hotly de- 
fended himself against charges 


be had waffled on foreign 
problems, particularly on the 
war in Bosnia. 

But when questioned about 
a lack of focus in U.S. policy, 
he often blamed the indecision 
of other governments, such as 
in the Bosnia conflict and in 
the question of whether the 
NATO alliance should be ex- 
panded to former Soviet Bloc 
states. 

The president portrayed 
himself as a consensus-builder 
who sought whenever possible 
to address problems with other 
nations instead of being a 
swaggering “bully.” 

“America cannot solve ev- 
ery problem and must not be- 
come the world's policeman,” 
he said. “But we do have an 
obligation to join with others 
to do what we can to relieve 
suffering and to restore 
peace.” 

“The means we use will and 
must vary from circumstance 
to circumstance,” Mr. Clinton 
said. “When our most impor- 
tant interests are at stake, we 
will not hesitate to act alone if 
necessary." But he did not give 
an example of such action in 
the 90-minute question-and- 
answer session. 

“Where we share an interest 
and action with the interna- 
tional community, we work 
perhaps through the United 
Nations," Mr. Clinton said, 
giving examples including in- 
ternational sanctions against 
Haiti and the U.N.-declared 
and NATO-enforced “safe 
areas" of Bosnia. 


Rolling Stones 

to tour the world 

NEW YORK (R) Thirty 
years after their first American 
lur, the Rolling Stones aid 

Tuesday they are read -' t0 . Iake 
on the United States again - 
and later the world. The four 
remaining members of the 
Stones — Mick Jagger, Keith 
Richards, Ron W “ od a ^. 
Charlie Watts, amvedm a yadit 
once used by the Kennedy 
family to reJJ reporters waiting 
on a lower Manhattan pier of 
their plans. They said then- 
latest album, Voodoo 
will be released on July 12 

under a new label. Virgin Re- 
cords. and their U.S. tour wjU 
kickoff Aug.. 1 
Kennedy Stadium in Washing- 
ton. D.C. Then they will take 
their show to 23 other ^ ties in 
the United States and Canada 
this year and to Latin America. 
Asia and Europe in 1995. Jag- 
ger said tickets will be pretty 
reasonable” ranging in pnee 

from $25 to $50. The bands 
last tour in 1989 grossed an 
estimated $30 million. Jagger, 
50. was asked if he was getting 
too old for touring and replied 
“no, it just takes a little more 
preparation.” 

Hungary expels 
56 camels 

BUDAPEST (AFP> — A herd 
of 56 homeless white camels 
has received orders to leave 
Hungary after their owners 
were unable to produce the 
required veterinary docu- 
ments, the Nepszava Daily 
newspaper said Tuesday. Hun- 
gaiy’s Agriculture Ministry de- 
cided to expel the camels after 
Germany denied the animals 
entry because they lacked 
sufficient veterinary papers. 
Owned by a joint German- 
Hungarian entertainment 
group, the two-humped bac- 
trian animals were bought for a 
German circus in the Russian 
city, Astrahan. But German 
officials refused to accept the 
veterinary documentation pro- 
vided in Russia for the carvan, 
which had been quarantined in 
a rural Hungarian stable for a 
month. Germany asked Hun- 
gary for a properly 
documented veterinary ex- 
amination. but the Agriculture 
Ministry decided to expel the 
animals instead, the newspaper 
said. 

Garth Brooks 
named entertainer 
of year 

UNIVERSAL CITY, Calif. 
(AP) — Garth Brooks witnes- 
sed the birth of his second 
child, then moments later won 
his fourth consecutive Country 
Music Entertainer of the Year 
Award. Comedian Jay Leno, 
decked out in a blue 
rhinestone-encrusted suit and a 
five-gallon hat, presented the 
award at Tuesday’s 29th 
Annual Academy of Country 
Music Awards. Brooks was in 
Nashville with his wife, Sandy, 
for the birth of their daughter, 
August Anna. "If Garth 
Brooks thinks being with his 
wife when she’s having a baby 
is more important than a piece 
of plastic and metal, I don’t 
know where his values are,” 
Leno joked as he held the 
trophy. Moments earlier, Dick 
Clark had announced that 
Brooks and his wife were pa- 
rents of a girl. August Anna is. 
their second child. Earlier in 
the evening, Alan Jackson got 
to do double duty as one of the 
awards show's hosts and as a 
winner of two trophies, for 
ft? and best album, 

well, it sure takes the edge 
off that hosting job. I’ll tell you 
that,’ a seemingly flustered 
Jackson told a cheering audi- 
ence at the Universal 
Amphitheatre after collecting 
the Best Single Award for his 
foot-stomping, summer-fun 
tune Chattahoochee. 

S. African park 
has too many 
elephants 

JOHANNESBURG (R) __ 

Kru J S er Nation- 
al Park said Tuesday it would 
km or transfer more than 500 
elephants this year to maintain 
the ecological balance in the 
huge game reserve. The park’s 
Executive Director Salomon 
Joubert said the aim was to 
keep the elephant population 
in the Kruger and four adjofo" 
mg private game parks cover- 
ing more lhan two million bec- 

miflion acres) at 
around 7,500. He a a * 

the elephants would b? t?ar£! 
ferred to other p“rks ^ 
abroad, some of rho£ c£L£ 
had already died of narnSi 
puses but almost half wS 
have to be killed. * “ ? 
looking at an elenh» n > are . 

lion in iso!arion. P we ar?°£j!?’ ^ 

mg at an entire eco-«v<ff 
are looking at ? vS?**- Wc 
ism. a living entity ? n f e £f 
cco-systems fo th °f 
Park.’ Mr. j ou k 2® ? f ?J cr 
Johannesburg n ^} * 0, “ a 
ence. 6 * s confer- 
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Bulls sweep 1st round 


WCHFIELD, Ohio (R) — 
1 ne Bolls completed the first 
step in their quest to prove 
they can win an NBA cham- 
P*onship without Michael Jor- 
dan with a 95-92 overtime vic- 
tory over Cleveland Tuesday 
“at gave Chicago a 34) sweep 
•of the best-of-five first round 
playoff series. 

Scottie Pip pen scored 23 
points, including a driving 
layup with 1:25 left in overtime 
to lead the Bulls to victory. 

Ttwi Kukoc added 18 points 
off the bench for the three- 
time defending champions, 
who have eliminated the Cava- 
liers five times in the last seven 
years. 

Chicago will play the winner 
of the New York-New Jersey 
senes in the Eastern Confer- 
ence semifinals. 

Rookie Chris Mflb scored a 
rareer-high 25 points and Mark 
Price had 22 for Cleveland, 
which again played without in- 
jured starters Brad Daugherty, 
Larry Nance and John Wil- 
liams. 

Mills, who sent the game 
into overtime by making a pair 
of free throws with 1:43 left in 
regulation, tied the game at 
90-90 a driving layup with 2:36 
left in overtime. 

Pippcn broke a 92-92 tie 
with his clutch layup. 

In Miami, Steve Smith 
scored 25 points, including 
three free throws in the final 18 
seconds, as the Heat held off 
the Atlanta Hawks 90-86. 

The surprising Heat took a 
two games to one lead over the 
best team in the east and can 
wrap their first-ever playoff 
series victory at home 
Thursday. 

In the 10 seasons since the 
•NBA went to a best-of-five 


first round, (here has never 
been a number one seed upset 
by a number eight seed. 

Glen Rice added 19 points 
and Rony Seikaly. starting in 
place of suspended forward 
Grant Long, contributed 12 
points and 20 rebounds for 
Miami. Long was suspended 
for his pan in Saturday's 
bench-clearing brawl in 
Atlanta. 

In Portland, Rod Strickland 
scored 25 points and banded 
■ out a franchise playoff record 
15 assists as the Trail Blazers* 
beat the Houston Rockets 118- 
115 to stay alive in their first 
round Western Conference 
series. 

Houston, which won the first 
two games at home, leads 2-1 
in the best-of-five series. Game 
four is Friday at Portland. 

Hakeem Gtajuwon scored 
36 points for the Rockets and 
has 108 points in the first three 
games of the series. 

At Utah, Karl Malone had 
24 points and 13 rebounds as 
the Jazz coasted to a 105-72 
rout of the San Antonio Spurs 
and a two games to one lead in 
their opening-round playoff' 
series. 

Jeff Hornacek added 15 
points and John Stockton con- 
tributed 13 points and 12 
assists for Utah, which also will 
host game four Thursday 
night. 

San Antonio's David Robin- 
son. who ied the league in 
scoring during the regular sea- 
son, was held to 16 points on 
8-for-21 shooting. 

The spun played without 
Dennis Rodman, who was sus- 
pended one g 2 mc and fined 
510,000 for incidents that led 
to his ejection from Saturday's 
96-84 Jazz victory. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
&TANNAM HJRSCH 
C13S3 Trftont kteM »«!. » 


RENDER UNTO CAESAR 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

*K6 

99864 

0 K9S3 

* Q 6 2 

WEST EAST 

*92 *QJ108743 

9 K 6 92 

O Q 8 7 6 4 0 J 10 

• K10 75 * A » 8 

. SOUTH 

* a 5 ' 

9 A Q J 10 7 3 

0 A 2 

* J 43 
The bidding: 

North East South West 
Pass 3 * 4 9 Pas* 

Pass Paas 

Opening lead; Nine of * 

“None but the brave deserve the 
fair," wrote the bard. Unfortunately, 
South gave away in the play the 
advantage reaped by bold bidding. 

Although looking at a hand with 
only seven winners. South did cot 
hesitate to bid four hearts over 
East’s preempt. That might have 
been disastrous, but it was obvious 
North would not be able to reopen 
the bidding, so we consider four 
hearts a compulsory action. 


West led partner’s suit. Declarer 
won in dummy and took the trump 
finesse. Unfortunately. tW feat and 


the contract eventually hinged on 
South l*i"g »Mi» to bold chib 
losers to two. A dub to the queen 
lost to the ace. and a chib back yield- 
ed two more tricks to the defense- 
down one. 

It was one of those peculiar 
haafc.If the. trump finesse was go- 
ing to win, declarer did not need to 
take it as long as the trumps were 2- 
1 Why? Because the defenders can- 
not brooch dubs without giving 
declarer a trick in the suit. 

Declarer should win the opening 
lead in hand, cash the ace of hearts 
and ace-king of diamonds , then ruff 
a diamond in band. Declarer then 
creeses to the king of spades to ruff 
the last diamond, not minding 
whether a defender ovemiffe. 

When no one does, declarer sim- 
ply exits with a trump. Whichever 
defender wins the trick has a choice 
of losing options. Any return other 
than dubs allows declarer to ruff in 
one hand while discarding a dub 
from the other, while a dub switch 
limits the defenders to two tricks in 
that suit- Making four-odd. 



1st floor of villa-separate entrance. One bedroom, living and 
dining room and sitting room. 

Separate telephone line, central heating, garage, large 
garden. 

Located in Urn Uthaina 

—Please call tel.: 825449 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, salon, dining. 2 bathrooms, 
kitchen, veranda, with centra! heating and telephone. 
Rent is annual. 

Location: Jabal Amman, First Circle. 

Please call tel. 624730 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 


Single floor flat of 2 bedrooms, living, sitting & dining 
rooms, with porch, small garden, separate central 
heating and phone. 

Located near Region Hotel. 

Please call 671860 from 9:00 a.m. till 8:00 p.m. 


CARS FOR SALE 
DUTY NOT PAID 

1983 Mercedes 190 full options. 

1984 Nissan Patrol, air-conditioned. 

Please call after 2:00 p.m. 
Tel. 685392 



Only 1 5 athletes to represent 


Jordan in the Hiroshima games; 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 


MOHAMMAD Kin Subyem has wt himself the damping target 
of claiming two victories thousands cf miles apart on the* World 
Championship and Middle E:nl Championship circuits in less 
than a wt-trk. While his first aim is to c!inch 2 Group N 
production car win in the Corsica Rally, the UAE star is also 
hoping to follow up wiih another victory in the Jordan 
International Rally starting May 1 2. If this double victory hid is 
successful, Sulayem will reach the milestone of 30 international 
rally triumphs in Jordan where i:e -cored the first majoi 
success of his career in 1984. Tin :.i\ tiim... former Middle Eusl 
champion spent a week practicing fur the Jordan Rally before 
(lying to Corsica, and he wi:. he 011 a flight buck to Amenr: 
within hours of the Worid Ch;:i»:p:o!‘vhip event finishing May 
8. Chasing the fifth Jordan Rally w™ of his career in a L’AE 
Armed Forces Ford Escort RS Coswortli, he will be partnered 
by Hassan Aii Bin Shah door, deputising lor Irishman Ron an 
Morgan. 


AMMAN — The Jordan 
Olympic Committee (JOC) has 
announced that 15 athletes will 
represent the Kingdom in the 
the 12th Asian Games which 
will be held in Hiroshima, 
Japan Oct. 2-16. 

In its latest meeting chained 
by Minister of Youth Abdullah 
Oweidat. the Olympic commit- 
tee decided that Jordan's parti- 
cipation would be limited to 
Athletics, Equestrian, Shoot- 
ing, Taekwondo, and Karate 
competitions since athletes of 
the five sports had met the 
requirements and criteria for 
participation in such an inter- 
national competition. 

The decision excluded ten- 
nis. boxing and basketball, 
whose respective federations 
had asked for a trial run before 
declaring their preparedness 
prior to the games. 

The exclusion of basketball 
came as a surprise to most 
observers as the Jordan Bas- 
ketball Federation tJBr) had 
declared that it would exert all 
efforts to prepare the national 
team in time for the competi- 
tion. To this end. the federa- 
tion recently met with repre- 
sentatives of the Kingdom's 
basketball teams to reschedule 


the season's competitions in a 
way which would best guaran- 
tee the national team’s in- 


terests. 

According to JBF President 
Awwad Haddad, it was earlier 
agreed with the JOC that die 
national basketball team would 
start preparations as of June 1 . 
and have friendly matches in 
July and August after which 
the federation would evaluate 
the team's preparedness and 
address any shortcomings. 

However, in its latest meet- 
ing, the JOC had asked the 
JBF to prepare the team by 
early August by playing against 
neighbouring national teams to 
evaluate the team and confirm 
participation earlier. Thus the 
JSPs schedule could not con- 
form to the JOC's timetable 
and the board voted to exclude 
basketball. 

JOC Chairman Mouaffaq A! 
Fawwaz Wednesday told the 
Jordan times that the JOC's 
technical committee had im- 
plemented strict criteria and 
regulations in approving parti- 
cipation. 

He explained that athletes or 
national teams must either 
have to have acheived a top 
three positions in an Arab 
championship, or at least an 
eigth place winner in an Asian 
championship. 


“Respective federations 
were carefully screened, and it 
was finally decided that only 15 
athletes would participate," 
said Dr. Fawwaz in a tele- 
phone interview. 

“We had given basketball a 
chance, but they honestly 
admitted that the team would 
not be ready by early August,” 
he said, explaining that the 
national basketball team was 
not officially eligible to quality 
as they had been placed 10 th in 
the last Asian basketball cham- 
pionship in Jakarta last Octo- 
ber. 


Jordan's last participation in 
the Asian games was back in 
1986 in Seoul. Preparations for 
the competition as well as 
travel costs are expected to 
exceed JD 70,000. 

The Hiroshima Games 
where the official slogan has 
been declared “Asian Har- 
mony," will host around 7,300 
athletes representing 42 na- 
tions in 337 events of 34 diffe- 
rent sports. 

Jordan will be represented 
by Her Royal Highness Prin- 
cess Hava Bint A1 Hussein in 
Equestrian. Radi Abul Ragheb 
in shooting, Basam Abu Nijm, 
MoLammad Shaman. Amal 
Mutari. Suhad Haddad and 
Awwcd Sreys in athletics. 


Na’el Oweimer, Ra’ed Odfel 
Sa'ed Abdullah and Fa’c 
Ja’fari in karate well as fen 
taekwondo players to the 
named later. ! .7 *' 

The setting of rigid ctfretf d 
comes as a requirement fid- 
scoring impressive rtsul«- 
wfaen participating m regionnt 
competitions. 

In a recent addressing wajjr 
to promote the quality- 1 
sports. His Royal Highnev 
Crown Prince Hassan stnssr; 
that this goal must be achieve 
in any future participation *5 
regional or international COT* 
petitions. . ’ . ® 

Therefore, during a njeetir* 
of sports federations m Marde 
the minister of youth had agap 
reiterated this point, stressinf 
that federations should - fcecd 
this point in mind in any.conr 
petition. 

Thus handball. wtigbtfi1tin s 
gymnastics, tabletennis, SwiiP 
ming. cycling and wfesttir - 
federations declined to partiif 1 
pate, while tennis, fencin' 
soccer, judo and volleyball feP 
eration did not meet efigibilr’ 
requirements. Boxing and-ba" 
ketball were given a trial nr 
Boxing was later exclude— 
when the national team . score 
disappointing results in'a r 
cent tournament in Iraq. 


A million 

mourn 

Senna 


FIFA io mediate 


World Cep ba 




HONG KONG |AFP) — 
FIFA President Joao Hnve- 
lange will attempt to make 
peace between World Cup riv- 
als Japan and South Korea at 
the Asian Football Confedera- 
tion (AFCj congress next 
week. 

Peter Velappan. general 
secretary of the AFC, said 
Wednesday that ending acri- 
mony between, the two over 
hosting Asia's first World Cup 
finals in 2002 was one of the 
main reasons for Havelange's 
trip to the congress in Kuala 
Lumpur. 

A new plan for South Korea 
and Japan to jointly stage the 
finals will be pushed by Velap- 
pan and Havelange. “I am sure 
that Havelange will play a big 
role in resolving this issue,” 
said the AFC leader. 


Following the success of J- 
L^cjue professional soccer. 
Japan had been the frontrun- 
ner to win the 2002 finals. But 
after Japan's failure to reach 
this year's finals in America, 
South Korea has stepped up its 
bid. Seoul has a lot of support 
even though FrFA officials 
have insisted that South and 
North Korea would have to 
jointly host the finals. 

Velappan fears a split vote 
over the nomination which 
could let a non-Asian candi- 
date sneak in. He is now count- 
ing on the ioint bid idea patch^ 
ing over divisions within the 
confederation behind the rival 
countries. 

Even if the peace bid suc- 
ceeds, the World Cup rivalry 
will dominate the five-day 
meeting. 


WANTED 

EXPERT SEAMSTRESSES 

Pis. call 
Tel. 644S12 


SAO PAULO, Brazil (AFP) 
— A million Brazilians turned 
out to pay their respects 
Wednesday as the coffin bear- 
ing the body of Ayrton Senna 
arrived in his native city of Sao 
Paulo. 

Thousands of Brazilians 
crowded the airport to pay 
homage to the triple Formula 
One world champion, who was 
killed in a high-speed crash at 
Sunday's San Marino Grand 
Prix at Imola. 

Fans of the 34-year-old 
national hero had started 
gathering in the airport at 
dawn for the late morning 
flight from Paris. 

. On arrival, the Brazilian au- 
thorities had prepared the bon- 
oure befitting a head of state, 
with 60 rounds from a cannon 
being fired. 

The coffin, draped with the 
Brazilian flag, was carried 
from the aircraft by six police 
officers in ceremonial uniform. 

The funeral cortege then led 
mourners on a 30- kilometre 
drive from the airport to Sao 
Paulo's legislative assembly, 
where Senna's body will tie in 
state for 24 hours. 


Brocco, owned by James Bond 


producer, looking formidable 


LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — 
Randy Winick trill not be 
blamed for singing “Nobody 
Does It Better" if Brocco wins 
tbe Kentucky Derby. 

The song Is the theme of a 
James Bond movie, and tbe 
colt's owner ha ppen s to be 
85-year-old Albert Broccoii, 
producer of 16 Bond movies. 

“Nobody Does It Better* 
also is how the 44-year-old 
Winick feels about tbe winner 
of the Breeders* Cup Juvenile 
and die Santa Anita Derby. 

“I feel real confident in my 
horse,” Winick said. “If be 
runs his race, it will take a 


great effort to beat him.* 
The trainer’s confidence 


level certainly did not dip after 
Brocco’s Monday morning 
workout, which had jockey 
Gary Stevens comparing the 
colt with another movie hero. 

“He worked like King 
Kong,** Stevens said after 
Brocco went five furlongs in 
1:00 3-5. 

“What impressed me tbe 
most was that coming into the 
stretch tbe race track was a 
tittle loose,” Stevens said. “He 
hobbled a couple of times but 
it didn't faze him. I shook the 
runs at him at tbe eighth pole. 


and he just exploded.” 

The final furlong was timed 
in 11 3-5. 

While Winick and Stevens 
were delighted, trainer Jimmy 
Croll was relieved following 
derby favourite Holy Bull’s 
workout. 

Early in tbe workout. Holy 
Bull was bearing down on a 
lead pony who for some reason 
remained on the rail after hav- 
ing taken Ulises, a probable 
derby starter, to the track. 

Exercise rider Bobby Perna 
and others shouted, and tbe 
pony was moved out of the 
way. 

“I don’t think it affected his 
work, but my heart was beat- 
ing faster,” Croll said. 

Hie front-running winner of 
the Florida Derby and the Blue 
Grass Stakes worked three- 
qnarters in 1:14 3-5 and gal- 
loped out seven-eighths in 1:27 
2-5. 

“The rider said the track was 
a little cuppy this morning and 
the horse had to labour to get 
Twer it,” Croll said- “In the last 
,30 or 40 yards he got a tittle leg 

weary.” 

Croll, however, said he was 
satisfied with the move. 

Ulises, third in the Lexington 


April 24 at Keendand aft 
winning all four starts in Pan 
ma, worked five-eights in 1:0 
Mahagony Hall, another deri 
lengshot, worked five-eightl 
in 1:02 4-5. 

Three other of die 15-prol 
lems for Saturday’s lft-tmle 1 
km) derby also worke 
Wednesday. 

Valiant Nature, wbo.4kp» 
Brocco in the Hollywoo 
Futurity and finished second 1 
Holy Boll in the Blue Gras 
worked five-eighths in 1<01 : 

Tabasco Cat, numerop i 
the Santa Anita Derby, wat 
three-quarters in 1:15. Stnxh 
Creek, timd in the Santa Anil 
Derby, worked five-eigfatiis i 

1:02 £ 5 . 

Brocco was purchased t 
Broccoli for $215,000 at a sal 
of 2-year-olds in 1993/ H 
name at the time was Anythi 
Kris. 

Winick said that when JBroi 
cOli renamed the coh be toJ 
him, “You’ll learn to like tii 
name when be becomes a goo 
boTse.” 

Brocco won his first tint 
starts as a 2-year-old beftn 
being upset in the HoDywoc 
Futurity. 


A first-class spacious fully furnished apart- 
ment; at Jubeiha-Sweileh Highway. It consists 
of a master and two other bedrooms, with a 
grand kitchen and two deluxe bathrooms. 
Main entrance and other two entrances, spa- 
cious backyard. 

Interested tenants call 847288 Abu 
Muayyad from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 


Unfurnished, four-bedroom, two salon, 300 square 
metre.independent villa with garden (Location: Para- 
dise City, Amman). 

Furnished two bedroom flat, part of a villa with its 
separate entrance, electricity meter and central heat- 
ing (Location: University Road). 

Both of them are for rent. 

Reasonable rent for the right kind of tenants. 

Cali 644201 after 9:30 a.m. for detail. 







TENNIS , SQSMSH RACQUETS, 
SHOES & SPORT WEARS 

WADI SAQRA BOOKSHOP TEL:633379 


CO LTD 


announces the Invitation to tender 
No. *1 OF/941 

JPMC announces the invitation to tender No. 
1 0F/94 for the Supply of (8000 Metric 
Tonnes of Ammonium Nitrate). 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department. Ap- 
plication for documents should be accompa- 
nied by a nonrefundable fee of JD (50) for 
each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting tenders is 
12:00 hours local time Saturday 28th May 
1994. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 
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NutriDan 


In Cooperation with Dar A1 Dawa 
The Establishment of the First. 
Jordanian Baby Foods Manufactur in g 
Company in the Region 


Dar A! Dawa, in cooperation with a multinational 
baby foods company, signed a technical assist- 
ance and development agreement for the estab- 
lishment of the first baby foods manufacturing 
company in Jordan. The agreement will provide. 
■NutriDar (the newly established sister company of * 
Dar Al Dawa) with complete technical assistance ! 
for the facilities, machinery and products. The 
agreement also covers cooperation between* the 
two companies for continuous product develop- 
ment and R&D. The two companies will collabo- 
rate in order to ensure the highest quality and 
international standards of ail products. NutriDar 
will initially commence by producing high quality 
infant formulae and a complete range of milk 
based and regular cereals. The products wilfbe 
supplied locally and exported to all the markets in 
the region. j 


This is in line with the company's long term* 1 
objective to be a contributor to the Jordanian 
economy. 
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Gnema Tel.: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Gnema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Gnema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

NabO Al Mashini Theatre 

Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

FLATLINERS 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 8:30. 10:30 

Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays 

Tom & Jerry at 11 a.m. 

Trouble Bound 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 5:00. 6:30, 8:30. 10:30 

CONCORD ‘1’ 
SilencG of the Lambs 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6:15. R:30, 10:30 

CONCORD ‘2* 

Perfect YJorEd 

Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:3U. 8:30. 10:30 

The political comedy play 

FORBIDDEN 

FORBIDDEN 

Every night at 8:30 p.m. 

_ 

Coming soon 

Abu Awad in: The new comedy 
play: 

“A PUNCTURED BAG” 

Directed by Ghassan Al Mashini 

# 

The political comedy play: * 

“WHAT A PEACE!” 
(Al Salam Ya Salam) 
At: 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations please call 625155 
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King thanks Jordanians and others 
for sharing grief over Queen Mother 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
King Hussein 


Majesty 
appeared on national televi- 
sion Wednesday evening to 
express his deep gratitude to 
the Jordanian people for 
their expression of sympathy 
over the passing of Her 
Majesty Queen Zein A1 Shar- 
af, die Queen Mother. 

“Your noble and loyal 
stand and support and your 
demonstration of the noblest 
feelings of sympathy over die , 
great loss have left a deep 


and gratifying effect in the 
hearts of the Hashemite fami- 
ly members," King Hussein 
said in his address. 

The late Queen Mother, 
“who has accomplished her 
noble mission towards the 
Jordanian family while they 
pursued building of the na- 
tion, will be remembered by 
all of us as an example and a 
model of doing good and of 
altruism and extending a 
helping band to the poor, the 
and the needy,” 


the King said. 

M It was indeed hard for me 
to break to yon the news 
about the passing of the dear 
mother who had served as a 
mother for all Jordanians. But I 
was overwhelmed by 
your sympathy and die ex- 
pression of grief over the 
Queen's death which enabled 
me and my family to endure 
the impact of her departure," 
King Hussein added. 

The King voiced deep gra- 
titude to all those in Jordan 


and abroad who had offered 
their condolences to the 
Royal Family. 

On Wednesday, King Hus- 
sein received at the Royal 
Court Mauritanian Minister 
of Foreign Affaire and Coop- 
eration Mohammad Salem 
Quid Akhal, who conveyed 
to the King the condolences 
of Mauritanian President 
Mou'awiya OuM ’Taya over 
the death of the Queen 
Mother. Mr. Akhal arrived in 
Amman Tuesday. 



14 expellees and families return home 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — Fourteen Palesti- 
nians crossed the King Hussein 
Bridge to the West Bank on 
Wednesday, returning home 
on the day Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) signed an accord setting 
out the modalities of auton- 


A1 Baba, Mohammad AI 
Labadi, Musleb Hanoon, 
Jawad Younes, Majid Al 
Labadi, Mohammad Amin Al 
Jaabari, Mahmoud Al Laham, 
Mahmoud Aiawi, Saber Taqat- 
qa, Abdul Saiam Al Tamimi, 
Ali Mahmoud Al Khatib, 
Abed Radad, Jumma Abu 
Hamed and Yasser Al Awaw- 
deh. 


Mr. Zaki said the Palesti- 
nians were ready to make 
peace if the Israelis were “se- 
rious.” 

But if “they (Israelis) con- 
tinue to massacre and oppress 
our people, we will escalate, 
our struggle to liberate our 
land.” 


otny. 

The 14, who were accompa- 
nied by 35 family members, 
became the latest batch of ex- 
pelled Palestinians to be 
allowed to return home by die 
Israeli occupation since the be- 
ginning of the Middle East 
peace process in Spain m Octo- 
ber 1991. 

The 14 were from a list of 15 
released by the Palestinian 
mission here. The 15th man, 
identified as Najib Ahmad, a 
member of the Palestine 
National Council and former 
h pad of the PLO office in 
Amman, trill be travelling at a 
later date, PLO officials said. 

The Associated Press identi- 
fied those returning home on 
Wednesday as: Abdul Hamid 


‘Tin very happy, but pained 
because my friends and rela- 
tives are still banned from re- 
turning to their homeland," 
the agency quoted Mr. Baba, 
31. from the A man camp near 
Ram all ah, as savig.He plan- 
ned “to continue political acti- 
vities until we see Palestine 
free from occupation." 

The returning expellees and 
their families were seen off 
from the PLO mission here. 


Asked if the intifada would 
continue, Mr. Zaki said, the 
revolt was "the choice of the 
people, not of the leadership.” 
Israel has expelled more 
than 2,000 Palestinians after 
occupying the West Bank and 
Gaza in the 1967 war. It has 
agreed to allow most of them 
back in stages. 


Abbas Zaki, a prominent 
member of the Fateh Central 
Committee, who was present 
at the event noted that the 
return came on the day Israel 
and the PLO had signed the 
accord on implementing auton- 
omy. 


Another 50 Palestinian ex- 
pellees whose bid to return 
home has also been approved 
by the occupation authorities 
are expected to travel next 
week. PLO officials said. Their 
names were not immediately 
available, but are expected to 
include several expellees who 
served as advisors to PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat in 
Tunis. It was not immediately 
dear why their return was de- 


layed. 

The batch which returned 
home Wednesday raised to 
nearly 150 — excluding family 
members — the number of 
Palestinians that Israel allowed 
to return after the peace pro- 
cess was launched. 

In addition, around 30 other 
Palestinians who fled the occu- 
pied territories to evade Israeli 
capture after the intifada be- 
gan in December 1987 have 
also been allowed to return. 

More than two-thirds of all 
the expellees allowed to re rum 
are staunch activists of Fateh, 
the mainstream PLO faction 
founded by Mr. Arafat. They 
are expected to assume key 
role in the administration of 
Palestinian self-rule envisaged 
in the Sept. 13 accord. 

Others were either pro- PLO 
independents or members of 
PLO factions which support 


the peace process. These in- 
clude the Palestine People's 


Party (PPP) and FTDA, a fac- 
tion led by Arafat confidant 
and PLO Executive Commit- 
tee member Yasser Abed Rab- 
bo. 


Palestinian policemen due here from Iraq 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Iraqi-based 
Al Aqsa Brigade of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army (PLA) 
will enter Jordan, within the 
next 48 hours in preparation 
for its move to Jericho as part 
of the Palestinian police 
force, a senior official at the 
Palestine embassy said 
Wednesday. 

“The Al Aqsa Brigades 
will enter Jordan at the 
Karameh crossing and head 
for the Jordan Valley in pre- 
paration for their entry into 
Jericho,” Omar Khatib, de- 
puty ambassador to Jordan, 
told the Jordam Times. 

The announcement was 
made as Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chair- 
man Yasser Arafat was sign- 
ing the final draft of the first 
phase of the implementation 
of self-rule in the occupied 
territories in Cairo. 


Hie units comprising the 
Al Aqsa Brigades were given 
police traiiting at the Jorda- 
nian Police Academy and at 
the PLA headquarters in Jor- 
dan at Kbaw. They are now 
regrouping in Iraq and most 
if not the entire brigade will 
head for Jordan imminently. 

Over 3,000 members of the 
PLA's Bader Brigades based 
in Jordan are awaiting word 
from the FLO headquarters 
in Tunis to move to Jericho. 


Jericho. PLO officials said 
that the first group to enter 
would be composed of 500 
men. 

It is not yet clear whether 
the policemen will enter 
Jericho in their khaki PLA 
uniforms or in dark blue 
police uniforms. Also uncer- 
tain was whether the PLA 
policemen will be carrying 
light weapons. 


said. However. Israel and the 
PLO have agreed that fami- 
lies of the policemen will be 
allowed to return to the occu- 
pied territories. 


According to information 
obtained from the PLA head- 
quarters in Amman the Al 
Aqsa Brigades is composed 
of 850 men. There was no 
explanation why the Iraq- 
based Al Aqsa Brigades 
would move to Jericho before 
the Bader Brigades. 

PLO officials said Wednes- 
day that the members of the 
Al Aqsa Brigade will camp in 
the Jordan Valley at the 
Madinat Al Hajaj for 36 to 72 
hours before entering 


“We know that they will be 
bused into Jericho and that’s 
about all. We are still await- 
ing orders,” said a colonel at 
the PLA headquarters in 
Jabel Hussein. 


The Al Aqsa Brigades 
have been stationed in Iraq 
since the PLO fighters were 
n Lei 


evacua t ed from Lebanon in 
1982. None of the police- 
men’s families would be 
accompanying their men into 
Jericho in this first phase of 
implementation of Palesti- 
nian self-rule, PLA officials 


One of the points of dis- 
agreement between the PLO 
and Israel is that the Israeli 
government had reserved the 
right to approve any Palesti- 
nian returning to the areas 
that will fall under Palesti- 
nian autonomy. 

PLA officials in Jordan say 
they expect a simultaneous 
entry of PLA units from El 
Arish in Egypt into Gaza and 
the Jordan Valley into 
Jericho. “I expect such a 
move early in the week. Sun- 
day or Monday is seen as a 
“likely date,” one PLA offi- 
cial said. 


PLA units from Yemen, 
Algeria and Sudan were said 
to be on their way to El Arish 
in Egypt in preparation for 
their entry into Gaza. 


More mediators try to end Yemeni tensions 


SANAA (AP) — More 
mediators arrived Wednesday 
to urge Yemen’s rival political 
leaders to bury the hatchet and 
ledge their country away from 
.the brink of civil war. 

Gourad H amadou Barkat, 


taut secretary-general for milit- 
ary affairs, and Mohammad 
Abdul Wahab Issaket, director 
of the Arab department — cm 
an “urgent mission” to try to 
end the feud. 


: -die prime minister of Djibouti, 
a small country that horde: 


re 


- the Red Sea coast opposite 
Yemen, arrived saying he 
.would meet with President Ali 

- Abdullah Saleh and then pro- 
ceed to Aden to meet with 
Vice President Ali Salem Al 
Beidh. 

He said he was carrying mes- 
sages from his President Has- 
san Gouied Aptidon for the 
Yemeni leaders. 

• The Cairo-based Arab 
League dispatched two 
mediators — General Moham- 
mad Saeed Al Belqadar, assis- 


Mediation missions by sever- 
al Arab states have so far failed 
to put an end to the crisis, 
which is threatening to derail 
the Arab World's youngest 
democracy. U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, whose military 
attache here is part of a media- 
tion joint Yemen military com- 
mission also has sent pleas for 
restraint. 


than 100 wounded on both 
sides. Others, including some 
northern officials and Western 
diplomats, have said hundreds 
were killed or wounded. 

Forces loyal to the north, led 
by Mr. Saleh, and the south, 
led by Mr. Beidh, were never 
integrated even though the two 
leaders merged their two re- 
gions in May 1990. 

They have since been en- 
croaching on each other and 
reinforcing as they edge to- 
ward the former borders. 


erners downed a southern 
MiG-21 jet fighter in Lahj pro- 
vince, which is 100 kilometres 
north of the southern capital. 

But the statement from the 
southern military command 
warned that Aden would “use 
its warplanes if necessary to 
end the northern sieges.” 


The main flashpoints are in a 
string of positions from south 
of Sanaa through the provinces 
of Damar, Ab, Abyan and 
Lahj that lead to the province 
of Aden. 


Northern and southern 
forces have been on the alert 
for days after a fierce two-day 
tank battle near Sanaa last 
week. The northerners said 79 
people were killed and more 


In a war of words between 
the capital and the Aden stron- 
ghold of the vice president, 
side is charging the otheT 
of provocations and warning of 
civil war. 


Aden on Tuesday denied 
foreign reports that the north- 


“Yemen is living the atmos- 
phere of a civil war because of 
the attempt of President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and his north- 
ern military command to 
pounce on the south and gob- 
ble up its leadership,” s aid the 
statement. 


Sedki arrives for meetings 


(Continued from page J) 


. Minister and Planning Minister 
Kama! Al Ganzouri, Economy 
Minister Mohammad Al Raz- 
zaz, Mmister of State for Prime 
Ministry Affairs Ahmad Rad- 
wan, Health Minister Ali 
Abdul Fattah and Minister of 
State for International Coop- 
eration Yousef Boutros Gbali. 
.. He agreed with Dr. Majaji’s 
.view that the region is passing 
through one of the most 
dangerous stages in its history, 
'adding that Arab countries, 
especially Jordan, Egypt, 
Syria, Lebanon and Palestine, 
should join their efforts politi- 
cally and economically in the 
face of challenges 
These countries should unite 
-to face the grave challenges 


resulting from present de- 
velopments, of which the most 
recent was Wednesday’s^. sign- 
ing of the Paiestinian-lsraeti 
agreement in Cairo,, he said. 

“Events which would follow 
die signing, whether we want 
or not, would be politically and 
economically great, and we 


have to sit together to discuss 
them within the fran 


framework of 
this committee... or within any 
other framework that includes 
other countries in the region.” 
In addition to Dr. Majali, 
the Egyptian prime minister 
and the accompanying delega- 
tion were received by Deputy 
Prime Minister Maan Abu 


Nowar, Deputy Prime Minister 
ibcr Educatk 


and Higher Education Minister 
Saeed Al Tal and other senior 
officials. 


France stops role in inspections 


(Continued from page 1) 


for land-based sanctions veri- 
fications by a neutral side. 


The French embassy in Am- 
man late Wednesday issued a 
statement announcing its deci- 
sion to quit die multinational 
inspection forces, the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, said. 

Through taking this deci- 
sion, it said, “France aims to 
demonstrate its support for 
Jordan in finding a formula 
that would help reduce the 
heavy burdens inflicted upon 
the Jordanian economy by the 
naval inspection operations. 

prime Minister Abdul Saiam 
Majali said Tuesday no 
Jordan-bound ship was inter- 


cepted by the enforcers of the 
sanctions against Iraq after the 
April 25 meeting between His 
Majesty King Hussein and 
U.S. Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher in London. 


During that meeting, Mr. 


>mng — 

Christopher announced that 
subject to “some fine-tuning” 
Washington was accepting Jor- 
dan's proposal to replace the 
sea-based inspections by 
American-led warships with an 
on-shore sanctions verifica- 
tions regime. 


Dr. Majali said that despite 
the acceptance announced by 
Mr. Christopher no further 
steps had been taken to place 
the sanctions-verifications reg- 
ime at Aqaba. 


S. Arabia to help ferry 
Palestinian police force 


By a Jordan Tiroes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN. — Saudi Arabia has 
agreed to ferry several 
thousand Palestinians trained 
as policemen from Arab coun- 
tries to Egypt and Jordan from 
where they will proceed over- 
land to autonomous territories 
of Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
Palestinian sources said 
Wednesday. 

The sources said the Saudi 
gesture came after approaches 
from several Arab countries, 
prominent among them Egypt, 
as well as the United States, 
which has thrown its weight 
behind the autonomy agree- 
ment reached between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) in 
September. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara- 
fat, in a speech after signing an 
accord in Cairo on Wednesday 
setting out the modalities of 
autonomy, referred to the 
Saudi move. 

“Saudi planes are right now 
transporting the Palestinian 
force,” he said, thanking King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia for the 
gesture as well as his country’s 
Overall support for the auton- 
omy accord. 

At a donors conference held 
in Washington on Oct. 1, Saudi 
Arabia has pledged $100 mil- 
lion to help support Palestinian 
autonomy. On Tuesday, the 
Saudi government rigned an 
agreement allocating $20 mil- 
lion from the pledge to the 
United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA), 
which offers services to Palesti- 
nian refugees. • 

The money will be used by 
UNRWA to finance its pro- 
jects in the occupied territor- 
ies. 

King Fahd received Mr. 
Arafat in January after a strain 
of more than three years 
caused by the PLO’s support 
for Iraq during the Gulf crisis 
triggered by the August 1990. 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. But 
the meeting, PLO sources said. 


did not signal a total end to the 
estrangement. 

The Saudi allocation to UN- 
RWA reflected Riyadh’s 
approach that the $100 million 
aid would not go direct to the 
PLO but will be channelled 
through U.N. and other inter- 
national agencies working with 
the World Bank, which is coor- 
dinating international aid to 
s up port Palestinian autonomy. 

PLO spokesman in Amman 
said they did not have details 
of the Saudi arrangement to 
transport Palestinian police- 
men and did not know whether 
ferrying had already started. 

Units of the police force are 
stationed in Yemen, Tunisia, 
Algeria and Sudan as well as 
Libya. Those in Libya are ex- 
pected to travel overland to 
Egypt since international 
flights to Libya are banned 
under U.N. sanctions imposed 
against that country. 

“We understand the trans- 
portation process will begin in 
die next two or three days.” 
said Khalid Mismar. a spokes- 
man for the Palestinian embas- 
sy in Amman. But he said he 
did not have further informa- 
tion. 

Israel has agreed to allow 
the deployment of a 9,000- 
strong police force in Gaza and 
Jericho to take over internal 
security as part of the auton- 
omy arrangements. 

Seven thousand of the police 
force will come from Palestine 
Liberation Army (PLA) units 
in various countries and 2,000 
will be from within the occu- 
pied territories. 

According to Mr. Mismar 
and other sources, Saudi 
planes will fly in units from the 
host countries to El Arish in 
Egypt and Amman from where 
they will proceed overland to 
the Gaza Strip through the 
Rafah crossing on the 
Egyptian-Israeli border and 
the King Hussein Bridge across 
the River Jordan. 

The deployment of the en- 
tire force is expected to be 
completed in three weeks. 


Arabs, Israel fail to agree 
on arms control agenda 


DOHA (Agencies) — A 40- 
nation conference that brought 
Israel and many of the Arab 
states together to discuss Mid- 
dle East arms control failed on 
Wednesday to agree principles 
setting the agenda for the 
negotiations,- delegates said. 

A drafting committee of 
Israel, Arab delegations and 
co-sponsors United States and 
Russia referred the draft to a 
special meeting to be called 
later. The sticking point was a 
political declaration that Arabs 
saw as an attempt to force 
them to normalise ties with 
Israel, delegates said. 

Israel complained Wednes- 
day that the absence of five 
Middle East powers from the 
Arab-Israeli . peace process 
would impede accord on arms 
control in the region. But the 
head of the Israeli delegation, 
defence ministry director- 
general David Ivri, told the 
Associated Press his country 
wanted to start on limitation of 
conventional arms without de- 
lay. 

“Arms control is not possi- 
ble with Syria. Lebanon, 
Libya, Tran and Iraq not parti- 
cipating,” he said. 

“If we lay down a solid basis 
then we can start the process 
and take risks.” 

With a 19-man delegation, 
the Israelis were by far the 
largest team at the conference 
in the heavily guarded, 
pyramid-shaped Majlis Centre 
of the Doha Sheraton Hotel. 

Mr. Ivri insisted that all Mid- 
dle East countries take part in 
the drive for arms control, 
asserting that “when time end 
thinking mature, then inspec- 
tions of all kinds of weapons, 
including chemical weapons, 
nuclear weapons and alt kinds 
of weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, would be possible.'* 

Qatar and Oman, which 
hosted a water conference last 


month, have become the first 
countries in the Saudi Arabian- 
led group of Guff Arab coun- 
tries' to receive Israelis partici- 
pating in the multilateral work 


groups, offshoots of the U.S.- 
led h ~ 




Middle East peacemaking 
process. 

Qatar and the rest of the 
participating Arab states are 
trying to bring pressure to bear 
on Israel to extend arms con- 
trol discussions to weapons of 
mass destruction, including 
nuclear weapons. 

Qatari Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Hamad Ben Jassem 
Ben Jabr Al Thani, in his 
opening address Tuesday for 
the three-day conference, said 
that a proper balance of arma- 
ments should provide the 
mainstay of political stability as 
the Arabs make peace with 
their erstwhile Israeli foes. 
But a strategic balance of 
iwer in the region rested on 
planting military capacities 
“including current and future 
Israeli nuclear power,” the 
Qatari minister said. 

Israel does not confirm Arab 
and Western reports that it 
possesses nuclear weapons. It 
has refused to date to sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. 

Mr. Ivri avoided direct re- 
plies to questions on that 
score. 

It is the first time that the 
group on arms control meets in 
an Arab country. Four pre- 
vious rounds have been in 
Washington 2 nd Moscow. 

Conference sources, speak- 
ing on condition they not be 
named, said that Qatar had 
offered to host “a conflict pro- 
tection centre.” an arrange- 
ment to defuse conflicts and 
wipe out the specter of military 
collision in the region. The 
nature and mechanics of the 
proposed centre were yet to be 
spelled out. 


S. African 
vote count 
delayed 


JOHANNESBURG (Agen- 
cies) — The country’s election 
commission said Wednesday 
that computer sabotage has 
further delayed the counting of 
votes, forcing back the date for 
Nelson Mandela’s ascension to 


power. 

However, the head of the 
Independent Election Com- 
mission, Johann Kriegler, said 
the fraud involved tens of 
thousands of votes out of 12 
million counted and had no 
impact on the outcome of the 
poll, which Mr. Mandela’s 
African National Council 
(ANC) is winning in a land- 
slide. 

The main effect has been to 
delay the first sitting of the 
new, multiracial national 
assembly, which was set for 
Friday but has been moved 
back to Monday. Mr. Mandela 
is certain to be chosen presi- 
dent at the session and will be 
inaugurated as the country's 
first president on Tuesday. 

The computer sabotage was 
the latest in a series of embar- 
rassing problems and delays 
that have plagued South Afri- 
ca’s first democratic election. 
However, most observers 
maintain the election was sub- 
stantially free and fair. 

Mr. Kriegler said the com- 
puter fraud was discovered 
Tuesday morning, and the 
commission still dods not know 
who was responsible. 

“Anyone who had access to 
our computer system could 
have done it,’’ said Ben van 
der Ross, a member of the 
election commission. 

Several parties were given 
additional votes in a pattern, 
said Mr. Van der Ross, but 
officials refused to name the 
parties. 

The fraud was discovered 
because the votes were being 
counted twice — once by hand 
and once by computer. The 
totals did not match, and offi- 
cials then found the problem 
with the computer. 

The commission has tabu- 
lated just over half of the 
estimated 23 million votes cast 
in five days. Asked when the 
figures would be complete, 
Mr. Kriegler said only that it 
would be finished before the 
inauguration Tuesday. 

In a separate dispute over 
alleged vote fraud, the ANC is 
questioning the validity of ab- 
out 170 voting boxes in the 
eastern province of Natal,’ 
where the Zulu natio nalist In- 
katha Freedom Party (IFP) is 


winning the regional election. 


IFP leader Zulu nationalist 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi indi- 
cated he would accept the re- 
sults of the poll. 

Mr. Buthelezi spoke to jour- 
nalists in Ulundi, capital of his 
soon-to-be-defunct Kwazulu 
black homeland, after Charles 
Nupen, an official of the Inde- 
pendent Electoral Commission 
(IEC), held talks with Mr. 
Buthelezi’s IFP and the ANC 
in Durban. 

“When we went into the 
election there was this under- 
standing that we would accept 
the results,” Mr. Buthelezi 
said. 


“My only reservation was 
that because of the irregular- 
ities, I reserved my position. 

“But l don't think there is a 
possibility that I can turn 
around now and say that I 
don’t accept the results of the 
election if everyone else 
accepts them.” 

He refused to comment on 
the likelihood that the ANC 
would make gains as votes 
from black townships around 
the cities of Durban and the 
provincial capital Pietermaritz- 
burg began weighing into the 
vote count for the new provin- 
cial assembly in Kwazulu- 
Natal. 

The ANC denied reports 
Wednesday that it had with- 
drawn its objections. Mr. 
Kriegler said that the counting 
could be speeded if the parties 
reach agreement among them- 
selves on disputed ballots in 
Natal and elsewhere. 

The ANC has won 62.5 per 
cent of the votes counted so 

cm a 2 d ,^ ut 8 oi < n g president 
F.W. de Klerk, leader of the 
National Party, has conceded 
defeat. 

Mr. Mandela’s inauguration 
— a gala event to be attended 
by world leaders — cannot be 
postponed because of the tight 
schedules of guests that could 
include the president of China, 
^ a . s . ser Arafat, Hillary 
Rodham Clinton and Britain’s 
Pnnce Philip. 

Mr. Buthelezi also 

lhat thc m «nbeis 
of the 141 -seat Kwazulu Leg- 
islative Assembly (KLA^ 
whjdh held its last caucus meet- 
ing Wednesday, would form an 
assertion to be the “eyes of 
the Zulu people.” 

Plaudits continued io pour in 

World to Mr. 
Mandela and Mr. De Klerk. 


Topless photos 
of Diana on sale 


LONDON (R) — Photographs ; 
purportedly showing Princess 
Diana sunbathing topless are 
being offered for sale by a 
Spanish press agency, British 
newspapers reported Wednes- 
day. The newspapers said the 
Europs Press Agency was 
ylring £1 minion ($1.51 mo- 
tion) for world rights and 
£500,000 ($754,700) for British 
rights to publish the photo- . 
graphs. Princess Diana was re- 
ported to be furious about the 
photographs, said the top-seQ- 
mg Sun tabloid. The photo- 
graphs were taken last 
weekend while the estranged 
wife of the heir to Britain’s 
throne was sunbathing at a 
hotel in Malaga in southern 
Spain during a short botiday. 
Two Spanish photographers 
checked into the same hotel 
and managed to snatch around 
30 shots. The Europ e Press 
Agency told British newspap- 
ers five of the photographs £ 
showed the princess topless 1 
while she sunbathed with two 
women friends. The story is 
another blow to Princess Di- 
ana’s attempts to avoid the 
media spotlight. She was in-' 
censed when two British pap- 
ers published “sneak” pictures 
of her working out in a London 
gym last year. In December 
1993, a year after her separa- 
tion from Prince Charles and 
after unremitting press atten- 
tion, Princess Diana 
announced she was withdraw- 
ing from public life. Earlier 
this year, she even dismissed 
her official bodyguard. British 
police say undercover officers 
keen the princess under sur- 
vei fiance. A Buckingham 
Palace spokesman was quoted 
by newspapers as saying; "We 
are not prepared to discuss 
photographs that we have not 
seen. But nobody tikes having 
photographs taken of them 
which intrude on their privacy, 
and that includes die Princess 
of Wales.” 


Gene Kelly 
diagnosed with 
cellulitis 


SAN FRANCISCO (R) — t 
Hollywood legend Gene Kdfy, * 
admitted to a San Francisco 
hospital over the weekend suf- 
fering from flu-like symptoms, 
has been diagnosed as having a 
skin infection, the hospital 
said. The 81-year-old dancer 
and movie star is suffering 
from cellulitis, a bacterial in- 
fection of the skin which 
cause headaches and muscle 
pain, St. Mary’s Medical Gen- - 
tie said. Kelly was described as 
comfortable and in stable con- : 
dition Tuesday. He is expected 
to remain io the hospital for at 
least one week, while he 
undergoes treatment for the 
cellulitis in his right leg, the 
medical centre said. Kelly, 
who lives in Beverly Hills, was 
in San Francisco to attend a 
performance of Romeo And 
Juliet by the San Francisco 
Ballet, when he was taken 01 in 
his hotel room Sunday and 
taken to the hospital. Kelly 
complained of headache and 
body pains and it was initially 
thought he was suffering from 
the flu before he was di- 


'osed as bavins cellulitis. 


luiitis is treatable with in- 
travenous antibiotics and can 
have many causes, rnchidmg tS 
something as simple as a ■ 
scratch,” said Remo Morefli, 
tire doctor treating Kelly. 

O^er the next few days we 
will watch Mr. Kelly’s coixfi- 
tion closely. With patients his 
age... even simple infections 
can turn out to be quite se- 
rious,” he said. Hospital 
spokeswoman Lynne Tan said 
the medical centre had re- 
ceived cards, letters and flower 
arrangements as well as many 
telephone calls from fans 
wlshl 08 Kelly a speedy recov- 
ery. The medical centre has set 
fax number (415 
750-4855) for Kelly’s fan* to 
send good wishes. 


Charlton Heston 
defends 
semi-automatic 
weapons sales 


WASHINGTON ( A pp) 
Hollywood star Charlton P 

£?J? mc P ut against restrio 

sales of senri-automa 
weapons as congress deba 
banning 19 types of 1 

RH?r?- nS - Neither Presid 
BiilChnton nor any suppor 

weapons ban are tel 
** truth, he said in a pi 
°onference or ganic^ uy 

P P*on NatioKkA! 
Ration- "I tiJTtod^ 

information is more" 

e . l S norai tee,” said 

h5n, a long-time 
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